
Saturday,  October 26,  2014 

"Al low Him To Mold You" 

by Dona Hake 

 

"We are just  c lay,  and You are the pot ter .  

  

We are the product  of  Your creat ive act ion,  shaped and formed . . . "  

Isaiah 68:8 ( the Voice) 

 

We are the c lay that  He has to work wi th.   Let  us remain pl iable that  He is able 
to work and form us.     One of  the very f i rst  th ings a pot ter  wi l l  do wi th that  
c lump of  c lay is  center in on his wheel .   For us to be worked and formed for  His 
purposes we could look at  i t  th is way.. .  

 

Stay centered on His "wheel"  

and you wil l  be in the  



center of His wil l .  

 

As I  pondered th is devot ional  my heart  began to th ink about four th ings that  wi l l  
posi t ion us that  He can cont inue to mold us.   I  a l ready stated the f i rst  and that  is  
to stay centered or focused on Him.  The other th ings would be 

*stay humble before God.  

*stay humble before others.  

*see yoursel f  humbly for  th is wi l l  guard you f rom sel f  decept ion,  which is the 
worst  of  a l l  decept ions.  

 

Let  us humble ourselves in the s ight  of  the Lord that  He may cont inue to work 
and form us for  His purposes. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Fr iday,  October 25,  2013 

"We Are the Work of  His Hands" 

by Dona Hake 

 



I f  you bel ieve that  there is indeed a Creator and you know that  He formed you 
wi th in your mother 's womb, then th is image should speak volumes to your 
heart .    Everyone of  us are st i l l  under the molding and workmanship of  the 
Master 's  hands.   His hands are loving and they work wi th purpose.  Some days 
we might not  feel  a l l  that  great  on the outs ide and th ings may be a bi t  s tormy on 
the inside but  know this. . .God's loving hand is at  work in your l i fe.  

 

Isaiah 64:8  ( the Voice t ranslat ion)  

"St i l l ,  Eternal  One, You are our Father.  

    We are just  c lay,  and You are the pot ter .  

We are the product  of  Your creat ive act ion,  shaped and formed into something of  
worth."  

 

Next  t ime you feel   tempted to quest ion your own worth I  encourage you to refer  
to th is scr ipture.   Next t ime you feel  put  down by others or you feel  you do not  
measure up to the wor ld 's "p last ic"  images of  success,  remember th is. . .  

YOU ARE the work of  His hand!  God bless you. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Thursday,  October 24,  2013 

"The Lord Provides" 

by Dona Hake 



 

 

Luke 12:27-27 (TLB) 

“Look at  the l i l ies!  They don’ t  to i l  and spin,  and yet  Solomon in a l l  h is g lory was 
not  robed as wel l  as they are.   And i f  God provides c lothing for  the f lowers that  

are here today and gone tomorrow, don’ t  you suppose that  he wi l l  provide 
c lothing for  you,  you doubters?" 

 

This scr ipture reminds us of  God's loving care and how He watches over us and 
is there to provide for  us al l  that  we need in that  part icular  moment of need. 

 

I  heard one of  my favor i te news contr ibutors being asked a quest ion and i t  went 
something l ike th is. . .The interv iewer asked him " I f  you had to give words of  
advice relat ive to th is s i tuat ion what would you say?"    His humble face showed 
that  he did not  have the answer in that  present moment that  he was being 
interv iewed but  then he said,  "The Lord would provide."   Basical ly  he was saying 
that  i f   he had  to have an answer to that  quest ion that  he would know exact ly 
what to say when that  moment came.  He knew God would put  the words in his 
mouth to speak.  

 

This man's words just  refreshed my heart  and reminded me that  th is is  how l i fe 
is  to be l ived.   Many t imes th ings can look so compl icated.   Somet imes i t  seems 
we can fear making decis ions.   We may be afra id that  we are not  going to have 
the answers that  we need.  Yet i f  we t rust  Him to provide in the exact  moment of  
need THE LORD WILL PROVIDE. 



 

I  fe l t  chal lenged to just  ponder th is thought more.   When I  need wisdom.. .The 
Lord wi l l  provide.    When I  need strength. . .The Lord wi l l  provide.   When I  need 
direct ion. . .The Lord wi l l  provide.   Think about a l l  you may need and then begin 
to become strong in your fa i th that  the Lord wi l l  provide!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Wednesday, October 23,  2013 

"Lean Not. . . "  

by Dona Hake 

 

 

Somet imes the easiest  th ing to do is turn to your own thoughts and 
understanding in matters we face.    Many t imes we can over look the fact  that  
God may be seeing our s i tuat ion in an ent i re ly d i f ferent  way and i t  would do us 
good to throw everything into reverse,  be quiet  and consul t  wi th Him.  I  th ink the 
most common mistake we can make is only taking di f f icul t  matters to Him 
because we th ink the easy ones we can f igure out  on our own. 

 

I  can not  te l l  you how many t imes I  thought a matter  was a s imple one to wake 
up and f ind i t  to be compl icated.   Somewhere along the l ine I  was leaning on my 
own understanding and not  t rust ing to see His guidance for  that  matter .  

 



There are di f ferent  ways that  one can lean relat ive to their  understanding.    You 
may have a very strong opinion about something and that  is  okay but  then again 
our opinions must a lways be based on t ruth or  they can get  us in 
t rouble.   Somet imes leaning on your own understanding can become l ike a 
crutch or a comfy place.   You may be tending resist  looking beyond your own 
ways unto God's ways therefore i t  h inders you f rom trust ing Him. 

 

God has blessed us wi th inte l l igence, creat iv i ty   and know how but let  us always 
be mindful  to lean upon Him even in the smal lest  of  matters that  He is able to 
guide our paths.   Today I  encourage you to learn of  Him and lean on Him! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, October 22,  2013 

"Do Not Lose Heart"  

by Dona Hake 

 

 



You feel  l ike you are doing the good and r ight  th ing yet  you also feel  l ike you 
are spinning your wheels in the mud.   I  can remember hear ing someone say that  
just  because you are doing a good th ing does not  mean that  i t  is  necessar i ly  the 
r ight  th ing.   In other words,  maybe you are not  the one that  should be doing i t  
and you are wast ing your t ime and energy.   Yet i f  you are feel ing in your heart  to 
do good then the Lord's words are for  us to hang in there and refuse to give up! 

Galat ians 6:9 (VOICE) 

 

"May we never t i re of  doing what is  good and r ight  before our Lord because in 
His season we shal l  br ing in a great  harvest  i f  we can just  persist . "  

 

There is some key words in th is scr ipture that  can help us to do a check on 
ourselves when we are feel ing weary when we are not  seeing resul ts.     Are we 
doing "what is  good and r ight  before our Lord?"   I  could put  i t  a d i f ferent  way 
and that  is  many t imes we are doing th ings merely out  of  obl igat ion and th is 
intent ional  good is just  wear ing us out .  

 

When we know beyond a shadow of  a doubt that  deep wi th in our hearts that  we 
are to be helping or g iv ing to someone, then we need to do i t  wi th al l  of  our 
heart ,  and do NOT let  our head ta lk us out  of  i t .   I f  i t  is  being done out  of  
obl igat ion we need to step back and ask ourselves "why?" and deal  wi th i t  f rom 
there.  

 

Many t imes we just  f lat  out  br ing on our own problems.  God desires we be wise 
wi th our t ime, g i f ts ,  and energy!   As you give of  yoursel f  and you t ru ly feel  you 
should,  just  keep on keeping on. . .because He promises a great  harvest  i f  we just  
persist .  

  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~       ♥       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Monday, October 21,  2013 

"He Guides Me On the Path That Echoes His Name" 



by Dona Hake 

 

 

Psalm 23:3 (VOICE)  

"He makes me whole again,  

    s teer ing me of f  worn,  hard paths 

    to roads where t ruth and r ighteousness echo His name." 

 

 

He lovingly steers us away from worn,  hard paths yet  how many t imes do we 
return to them.  Those worn,  hard paths could be habi ts and pat terns in our l ives 
that  have ul t imately got ten us in t rouble.     These worn paths are those have 
developed because of  doing the same thing over and over again.   God is cal l ing 
us to al low Him to step in and guide us on the paths of  His desire for  us.  

 

Maybe you have walked the path of  a habi tual  worr ier .   Maybe your worn,  hard 
path has been one of  constant ly walk ing in fear and anxiety over your 
future.   Regardless of  what i t  is  we can make the choice to walk on  the path that  
is  guided by His hand.  His hand deals only in t ruth and r ight  th ings.   His path 
does not  make provis ion for  us to walk in our own abi l i ty  but  rather draw upon 
His.  

 

When I  look at  th is image that  I  chose for  th is devot ional  i t  serves as an analogy 
of  what our l ives look l ike when we just  keep doing th ings the same old way over 



and over again.     Let  us look to His way, His paths,  and we can l ive a l i fe that  is  
b lessed because when we walk hand in hand wi th Him, that  path echoes His 
name!  God bless you! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Sunday, October 20,  2013 

"He Refreshes and Restores My Li fe"  

by Dona Hake 

 

Psalm 23:3 

"He refreshes and restores my l i fe. . . "  

 

Let  us never take for  granted the loving care that  the Great Shepherd gives 
us.   In t imes of  wear iness He is able to strengthen us f rom with in.   The l iv ing 
water that  proceeds f rom His Spir i t  wi l l  sat isfy and refresh your soul .  As we stay 



before Him we can always depend on Him fai thfu l ly  overf lowing our cup as we 
hold i t  out  to Him. 

 

As we give thanks for  the many blessings that  He has given us so f reely,  let  us 
be mindful  that  there are those that  are not  exper iencing His love and 
blessings.   I  just  want to encourage you to make yoursel f  avai lable to be used by 
Him.  I  guarantee you that  as you speak,  love,  and l is ten,  a l l  that  He has 
blessed you wi th wi l l  spi l l  over unto those around you. 

 

Pray that  the blessings that  He has given you wi l l  b less those around you.  God 
bless you th is day!  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Saturday,  October 19,  2013 

"God, the Heal th Of Our Countenance" 

by Dona Hake 

 

 

 

 

Many t imes our countenance is a give away of  what is  going on inside of  



us.  Usual ly people that  know you wel l  can almost a lways pick up that  something 
may be wrong.  When one loses hope or they exper ience disappointment,  they 
can feel  sadness and gloom f lood their  soul .   In the Psalms David understood 
that  no matter  what happened that  h is hope had to be in God. 

 

Psalm 42:11    Jubi lee Bible 2000 

"Why art  thou cast  down, O my soul? and why art  thou disquieted wi th in me? 
Wait  thou for  God, for  I  shal l  yet  praise him, who is the saving heal th of  my 

countenance and my God." 

 

When one has  good heal th in their  body and mind they are 
exper iencing  soundness and v igor,   f reedom from disease or a i lment.   When 
someone loses hope they may also begin to fear their  future and feel  as i f  they 
are a fa i lure.    

 

2 Timothy 1:7 

Ampl i f ied Bible (AMP) 

"  For God did not  g ive us a spir i t  of  t imidi ty (of  cowardice,  of  craven and 
cr inging and fawning fear) ,  but  [He has given us a spir i t ]  of  power and of  love 

and of  calm and wel l -balanced mind and discip l ine and sel f -control . "  

 

God is wel l  able to keep our minds sound and our countenance fu l l  of  heal th and 
v igor.   He is able to give us hope for  our future that  we need not fear i t .  God 
bless you! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Fr iday,  October 18,  2013 

"What Do You Mean???.. .pat ience???" 



 

I  ta lk to my oldest  granddaughter a lot  about th is wonderful  word.   For l i t t le 
chi ldren i t  is  so hard to comprehend having to wai t  for  something.   I  can 
remember being l i t t le  th inking to have to wai t  a week for  something seemed to 
be an eterni ty.  

 

The older we get  we hopeful ly  grow in our understanding of  pat ience but  yet  
there are many di f ferent  ways that  impat ience can af fect  us.   Impat ience can 
cause us to do th ings out  of  God's t iming and i t  can cause us to do th ings that  
wi l l  hurt  us.  

 

"Pat ience is a v i r tue 

but  get t ing what I  want  

when I  want i t  is  bet ter ."  

Anonymous 

 

I  k ind of  thought th is quote is an excel lent  example of  how we can get  into 
t rouble when we do not  exhibi t  pat ience.  Gett ing what we want when we decide 
i t  to be the proper t ime can be disastrous.  Yesterday I  was able to wi tness how 
one's impat ience could have caused us to be in a car accident.  

 

Whi le dr iv ing the granddaughters home  we were in t raf f ic  that  was backed up in 
both lanes.  A woman in a vehic le decided to just  turn r ight  into my lane and 



came very c lose to hi t t ing us.   Her impat ience caused her to decide that  she was 
not  about to wai t  for  a safe opening to make her turn.   I  could not  bel ieve how 
close we came to impact.   Of course I  la id on my horn and my granddaughter 
asked what was going on.   "Grandma, what happened.. . "     "Grandma, what do 
you mean she almost h i t  us???"  I  d id my best  to br ing i t  down to her 
understanding but  basical ly  i t  a l l  came down to helping her see that  th is 
person's impat ience could have caused us an accident.   Her response was "oh" 
wi th a look al l  over her face that  seemed to make her real ly  th ink.     I t  was 
interest ing how I  could see how she saw something new and important  about th is 
very powerful  word. 

  

  

I  love l i t t le opportuni t ies as these to teach chi ldren what the consequences of  
being impat ient  and doing your own th ing can do.   You see, no matter  how old 
you are i f  you are impat ient  and want th ings when you want them, i t  could cause 
big problems.   I  want to cont inue to grow in the v i r tue of  pat ience, how about 
you? 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥     ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Thursday,  October 17,  2013 

" In Hardships and In Tr ia ls"  

by Dona Hake 



 

I  made  ment ion yesterday of  the saying "Unless you have walked in another 's 
shoes. . . "    Many t imes we can be quick to say  what we would do i f  we were in 
their  shoes.    This type of  react ion can be damaging,  yet  there is a f l ip s ide to 
th is that  I  want to share.   There may be those t imes that  you may have walked 
through same hardship and God showed you great  comfort ,  s t rength and brought 
v ictory to you.  You feel  an ident i f icat ion wi th them and i t  is  your heart 's  desire 
to help them in their  hardship.  

 

2 Cor inthians 1:3-4   (TLB) 

 

"What a wonderful  God we have—he is the Father of  our Lord Jesus Chr ist ,  the 
source of  every mercy,  and the one who so wonderful ly  comforts and 

strengthens us in our hardships and t r ia ls.  And why does he do th is? So that  
when others are t roubled,  needing our sympathy and encouragement,  we can 

pass on to them this same help and comfort  God has given us."  

 

I  can remember my f i rst  encounter wi th death taking a very special  person away 
f rom me. My grandmother was so special  to me.  I t  was the most painful  th ing 
seeing her fade away yet  I  began to understand th ings and see th ings l ike I  
never saw them before.   My heart  was touched wi th joy as I  began to get  a 
deeper revelat ion of  the hope that  I  would see her again someday in 
Heaven.  Even painful  exper iences can reveal  deep th ings that  we struggled 
understanding before.  

 



When you walk through val leys and He walks beside you and ministers strength 
and comfort  to your heart ,  remember to look to pass that  on to one that  may 
need to hear your test imony.  Your words may be that  spark of  hope and 
strength that  wi l l  igni te courage  wi th in their  hearts and cause them to hang on 
and c l ing to their  fa i th.   I  encourage you to hold for th the test imonies of  how He 
brought you through when al l  seemed hopeless.   Blessings to you!  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Wednesday, October 16,  2013 

"This Is Love" 

by Dona Hake 

 

There wi l l  be those t imes that  we deal  wi th people in which we fa l l  short  of  
pat ience.   Depending on how of fens ive a person may be,  you may be tempted to 
th ink you cannot even f ind i t  in your heart  to put  up wi th them let  a lone pray for  
them.   This is  when we have got  to let  the Lord help us see through His eyes 
that  we can indeed do the r ight  th ing.  

 

There is an old saying that  goes something l ike th is. . . "unt i l  you walk a mi le in 
that  person's shoes. . . "    Somet imes we need to step back and consider that  
somet imes people and their  act ions are a resul t  of  their  soul  being devastated 
somewhere wi th in their  l i fet ime.  Their  behavior  may be marked by scars that  
have never been healed.    The Lord has helped me many t imes in how I  v iew 



th ings when I  back up and th ink that  maybe that  person's behavior  is  a di rect  
resul t  of  them lacking the help they needed at  a v i ta l  t ime in their  l ives.  

"Love bears up under anything and everything that  comes, is  ever ready to 
bel ieve the best  of  every person, i ts  hopes are fadeless under al l  c i rcumstances,  

and i t  endures everything wi thout weakening."  

1 Cor inthinas 13:7 

 

God help us to see people through the eyes of  your love and not  our own 
expectat ions.    Give us hope that  never fades that  we may endure wi thout 
weakening!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

Tuesday, October 15,  2013 

"Lord,  Show Me.. . "  

by Dona Hake 

 

 

Many t imes we can be "packed up" and ready to go but  we are st i l l  uncerta in of  
the direct ion we are to take.   Fear can gr ip our hearts that  i f  we make a wrong 
decis ion that  i t  could af fect  our future.   We need not be be plagued wi th such 
fear for  He has promised to lead and guide us.  



 

Psalm 143:8-10 

Easy-to-Read Version 

"Show me your fa i thfu l  love th is morning.  

    I  t rust  in you. 

Show me what I  should do.  

    I  put  my l i fe in your hands! 

Lord,  I  come to you for  protect ion.  

    Save me from my enemies.  

Show me what you want me to do.  

    You are my God. 

 

Let  your good Spir i t  lead me over level  ground."  

 

Putt ing our l i fe in His hands means us bel ieving that  He knows the r ight  th ing for  
us and al l  we need to do is s imply obey Him.  This scr ipture says that  He wi l l  
save us f rom our enemies.   We al l  have "enemies" to our soul  and you may have 
some people that are not  real  fond of  you.   Rest in Him and He wi l l  help you 
work through anything that  would t ry to hinder you  and He wi l l  cause you to be 
v ictor ious!  

 

A few devot ionals ago I  had ment ioned that  you cannot dr ive a car star ing into 
your rear v iew mirror .   So i t  is  as we see the path before us we cannot a l low the 
fa i lures of  our past  to keep us f rom going forward.   Let  Him lead you by His 
goodness into His wi l l  for  your l i fe.   Blessings to you!  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 



Monday, October 14,  2013 

"Can You Afford I t?"  

by Dona Hake 

 

 

  

  

When I  ask mysel f  ”Can I  af ford th is?” I  usual ly quiet ly th ink i t  through, and I  
usual ly  proceed wi th the fo l lowing quest ions…”Do I  need th is?” ”  Do I  have to 
have i t?”  ”Should I  keep th is money for  something else?” Personal ly I  feel  th is is  
good wisdom for the pocketbook but  what about the th ings you th ink you can 
af ford that  involve the issues of  l i fe and your soul  is  going bankrupt because you 
are af fording yoursel f  th ings that  you should not  be al lowing. 

  

To af ford something means to be able to do,  manage, or  bear wi thout ser ious 
consequence or adverse ef fect  or  to be able to meet i t ’s  expense. 

  

There are t imes I  f ind mysel f  th inking or concerning mysel f  about th ings that  are 
not  necessary.  I t ’s  cal led “worry.”  Spending t ime worry ing is spending an energy 
that  we were never created to bear.  I t  wi l l  s teal  and destroy your peace, joy and 
keep you f rom l iv ing as God intended you to l ive.  There are those that  th ink they 
can af ford to gossip and speak behind someone’s back rather than s i t t ing down 
with them and try ing to work i t  out .  This too is another cost ly one cal led broken 



re lat ionships.  Then there are t imes people th ink they can af ford unforgiveness in 
their  hearts.  I  would rather spend the love that  God has given me and just  
forgive even i f  the person refuses to ta lk.  The end resul t  is  I  s t i l l  have my peace, 
joy and al l  the posi t ive energies that  God has given me to walk th is l i fe. 

  

I  encourage you today to th ink about the th ings in your l i fe that  you may th ink 
you can af ford to do or not  do and i t  is  robbing you bl ind.  You need to put  your 
foot  down in your heart  and say,  “ I  cannot af ford th is,  therefore I  wi l l  not  do i t ! ”  I  
know God wants us to l ive f ree,  joyful  and at  peace and i t  is  only as we guard 
our hearts that  th is wi l l  be fu l f i l led.  God bless you! 

  

  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~      ♥       ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Sunday, October 13,  2013 

"The Greater Love" 

by Dona Hake 

 

My last  wedding I  shot  I  was going to be photographing the br ide in th is room 
that  was the most unique l i t t le room.  I t  was completely surrounded wi th sta ined 
glass.   I  wanted to do a test  shot  to check some things wi th l ight ing so I  just  



aimlessly f i red at  the stained glass.   I t  was not  unt i l  yesterday dur ing edi t ing 
that  I  real ized that  I  a imed at  such a powerful  scr ipture wr i t ten in the stained 
glass.  On the beaut i fu l  p ieces of  cut  g lass were the fo l lowing words: 

 

"Greater love hath no man than th is,  that  a man lay down his l i fe for  h is f r iends."  

John 15:12-14  (KJV) 

 

I  am glad I  have th is image because somet imes God uses th ings l ike th is to 
remind me of  His love in unique ways and i t  reminds me to never t ry to love in 
my own abi l i ty .   Many t imes we need to be stopped and reminded of  what l i fe is  
real ly  a l l  about and purpose to l ive as He has asked us to.    I t  reminds me that  
even when I  was not  His f r iend,  He st i l l  chose and purposed to lay down His l i fe 
for  me.   Love does not  happen by accident.   Love happens when one purposes 
to love.  

 

He asks that  we l ive and love sacr i f ic ia l ly  for  those that  He has put  in our l i fe.  
Great love wi l l  g ive you great  purpose. Great love wi l l  cause you to do th ings 
you never thought you could do.   God's love wi l l  br ing purpose to your heart  and 
your desires wi l l  change.  I t  is  good to know that  He has promised to empower 
us wi th th is great  love as we l ive for  Him and serve Him!    Remember. . .He is 
wel l  able to do above and beyond al l  you dare ask or th ink and that  includes 
loving l ike Him.  God bless you! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Saturday,  October 12,  2013 

" I t 's  That Simple" 

by Dona Hake 



 

I  have heard i t  said that  67% of  people hate change.  I  k ind of  feel  that  holds 
t rue.   I  real ly  can not  say where I  stand on th is thought because some days I  l ike 
to see th ings a bi t  unpredictable yet  there are other days I  hate the k ind of  
changes that  can come in th is l i fe.   I  am sure you too could agree. 

 

Somet imes people change.  I f  i t  is  for  the good, that  is  wonderful  but  what about 
when people change and i t  is  not  so good.  There may be people that  you fe l t  
you knew them so wel l  and now they have changed and your f r iendship no 
longer seems to be the same.    When th ings change in th is l i fe and i t  br ings 
pain to us i t  can make you feel  unsett led and insecure.  

 

I  am so thankful  that  Jesus never changes.  His love never changes for  me.  No 
matter  how bad I  mess up,  He st i l l  loves me.  I  am glad that  He never changes 
where He is at .   He is a lways by my side.   I  am so glad that  I  can count on 
that .   His ear is  a lways towards me when I  pray.   I  am glad that  He did not  
change on th is matter  because i t  would be upsett ing to know that  He decided not  
to l is ten to my heart  today.   On and on I  could go but  i t 's  just  that  s imple. . .  

Jesus never changes. 

 

I  hope th is st i rs you to th ink about the concrete fact  that  He is fa i thfu l  and there 
is no changing.   The wor ld may change and we al l  wel l  know that  i t  is .   There 
may be th ings that  are changing and i t  is  beyond your control  to make i t  the way 
i t  was.   But take comfort  in the fact  that  the God of  the Universe NEVER 
changes.. . i t 's  that  s imple.  



 

Hebrews 13:8   (DARBY)  

 

" Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and to the ages [to come]."  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Fr iday,  October 10,  2013 

"Your spir i t  -  A Lamp To the Lord"  

by Dona Hake 

 

We al l  have those f r iends or fami ly in our l ives that  know us so wel l  that  even 
the s l ightest  change on our face is a dead give away that  something is wrong.  I f  
you are t ry ing to hide  pain or  feel ings,  th is can be very di f f icul t .    Many t imes 
people t ry  to keep problems under wraps s imply because they do not  want to 
deal  wi th themselves or they may be afra id of  what people wi l l  th ink of  them. 

 

Today I  am ref lect ing on a loving God that  knows me inside and out  and i f  I  want 



the real  t ruth about where I  am "at"  I  need to consul t  wi th Him on a regular  
basis.   You see, He knows me better  than anyone and He knows you bet ter  than 
anyone!   Good or bad, He sees i t  a l l  yet  He st i l l  wants to always be there for  
you. 

 

Psalm 139:1-6  L iv ing Bible 

"O Lord,  you have examined my heart  and know everything about me.You know 
when I  s i t  or  stand. When far  away you know my every thought.   You chart  the 
path ahead of  me and te l l  me where to stop and rest .  Every moment you know 
where I  am.  You know what I  am going to say before I  even say i t .  You both 

precede and fo l low me and place your hand of  b lessing on my head."  

 

Also in   Proverbs 20:27 i t  says  "Your spir i t  is  l ike a lamp to the Lord.   He is 
able to see into your deepest parts."   Or  we could look at  th is as He  examines 
us very careful ly  and searches our deepest thoughts.   I f  one desires to l ive in 
sel f  decept ion and pretending al l  is   wel l ,  th is fact  about God could be l iberat ing 
to them but somet imes people run f rom Him because of  th is.  

 

I t  is  such f reedom  to just  be honest wi th God,yoursel f  and people around you.  I  
love how Psalm 139 says that  He charts the path ahead of  me and te l ls  me 
where to stop and rest .    He knows i t  a l l . . . f rom A to Z and He promises to walk 
beside you and  g ive you every bi t  of  wisdom that  you ask for .   I  don' t  know 
about you but  I  am glad that  my best  Fr iend knows everything about me and st i l l  
vows to always be there for  me.  What a f r iend He is!  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

  

Thursday,  October 9,  2013 

"Give Honor Where Honor Is Due" 

by Dona Hake 

 



 

 

Romans 13:7  

Easy-to-Read Version  

 

"Give everyone what you owe them. I f  you owe them any kind of tax,  then 
pay it .  Show respect to those you should respect.  And show honor to those 

you should honor."  

 

 

My heart  has been moved to share about honor ing those that  have served our 
country,  those who are present ly serv ing our country or  those that  have paid the 
ul t imate sacr i f ice whi le serving.   I  th ink i t  is  important  that  we th ink of  such 
th ings not  just  on hol idays but  on a regular  basis.   My heart  has been gr ieved 
over the past  few days as fami l ies of  fa l len heroes were  abandoned by 
America.   My heart  and prayers go to those fami l ies as they too are paying a 
pr ice.   I f  you have been fo l lowing the news you are wel l  aware of  what I  am 
referr ing to.  

  

Today whi le I  was working on something my cel l  phone rang and I  d id not  
recognize the number.      A gent lemen that  cal led ment ioned he saw my phone 
number on the back of  my car advert is ing my photography but  the reason he 
cal led me was because of  the bumper st ickers on my car that  procla imed we 
were Army parents.   He proceeded to thank me for  the courage to put  the 



st ickers on my car and also thanked me for  the service of  our son.   I  shared wi th 
him that  our son served in I raq and how we were so proud of  h is serv ice and we 
are thankful  he returned safely.  

  

I  l ike to keep the st ickers there just  because I  love them and they remind me of  
h is serv ice.   This k ind gent leman asked me to please thank  my son.  My heart  
was just  so blessed that  someone would take t ime to cal l  me, a total  st ranger 
and express thanks.   As we shared on the phone he too was gr ieved over the 
issues of   our mi l i tary fami l ies not  being handled wi th honor and respect  dur ing 
such a painful  t ime. 

 

On Saturday I  a lso saw a woman walk up to a perfect  stranger wear ing a T shir t  
saying he was a vet .   She reached her hand toward him and said,  "May I  shake 
your hand?"  I  can only imagine how this must have blessed him.  She went out  
of  her way to show honor in a very s imple yet  respect fu l  way. 

 

I  encourage you to honor those that  are serving.   Honor them for their  courage, 
their  sel f lessness,  their  wi l l ingness to pause their  l i fe and total ly  commit  
themselves for  the f reedoms of  our country.   I t  costs us nothing to reach our 
hand out  to them and speak words of  respect ,  thankfulness and honor.   They 
deserve i t .   Don' t  wai t  for  appointed hol idays to do th is. . . .carry i t  in your heart  
a lways.   God bless our mi l i tary.  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 9,  2013 

"Do You Know What Is In You?" 

by Dona Hake 



 

I  love th inking about how each and everyone of  us are so uniquely made and 
there are no two of  us out  there!   God had very special  p lans when He made you 
and wi th in you He tucked special  g i f ts  and ta lents.   Somet imes we discover 
these th ings on our own and yet  there are those that  have been blessed to 
have  people in their  l ives to help them see what was in them.  Regardless of  
how talents and gi f ts  are discovered in an indiv idual  ,  they are to be used and 
given to bless others.  

 

Recent ly I  have been th inking a lot  about the peer pressures of  th is wor ld 
especial ly  on our young people.   How sad for  our youth to feel  just i f ied to be 
consumed wi th thoughts about  the latest  c lothes,  shoes,  hairdos,  technology,  
etc. . . .  On and on I  could go.    I  th ink about how absorbed teens and even our 
younger chi ldren seem to be wi th th is and i t  just  gr ieves my heart .   What is  even 
sadder is  when those of  us that  are not  so young any more feel  tempted and 
pressured to do or look a certa in way or have part icular  possessions.    I  am 
tel l ing you.. . th is is  so wrong! 

 

I  th ink i t  should be a joy to everyone of  us just  to know that  we each have a 
special  something wi th in us and the wor ld is  wai t ing for  us to express i t .   I  
encourage you to f ind out  what special  g i f ts  and ta lents are wi th in you.   We also 
need to  seek out  ways to encourage those around us that  have gi f ts  and ta lents 
hidden wi th in them.  Maybe they need you to help them see.  Our youth need us 
l ike never before to help them, encourage them, and develop them. 

 

I  am going to leave you wi th a powerful  quote and I  pray i t  wi l l  touch and 



chal lenge your heart  as i t  has always chal lenged mine. 

 

"Creat iv i ty has been bui l t  into every one of  us;  i t 's  part  of  our design.   Each of  
us l ives less of  the l i fe God intended for  us when we choose not  to l ive out  the 
creat ive powers we possess."   Ted Engstrom 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday, October 8,  2013 

"He Is Able To Surpass Your Dreams" 

by Dona Hake 

 

 

No matter  who you are and no matter  how old you are,  God desires that  you 
have dreams.  Somet imes people  are afra id to dream because they might  of  had 
dreams that  have been crushed and they are afra id to dream again.      I  would 



l ike to share wi th you my favor i te scr ipture. 

 

Ephesians 3:20 Amplif ied Bible  

 

"Now to Him Who, by ( in consequence of)  the [action of His] power that is 
at  work within us, is able to [carry out His purpose and] do 

superabundantly,  far over and above al l  that we [dare] ask or think 
[ infinitely beyond our highest prayers,  desires,  thoughts,  hopes, or 

dreams]—"  

 

Every t ime I  read th is I  feel  f resh hope and I  am reminded how great  my God 
is.   I  love the word superabundant ly in  th is port ion of  scr ipture .   I t  is  one th ing 
for  God to say He wi l l  do something in abundance but  superabundant ly speaks of  
how He desires to go the extra mi le to do something super special  for  us.  

 

He is able to go far  above al l  we dare ask or th ink.   Somet imes we keep our 
prayers and expectat ions at  th is comfort  realm and I  bel ieve He desires that  we 
purpose to go fur ther and th ink outs ide the box and bel ieve Him for  that  which is 
more than the norm.  He wants to go far  and above the average dream, He wants 
to go exceedingly above al l  we are expect ing.  

 

He desires to  go inf in i te ly beyond our h ighest  prayers,  desires,  thoughts,  
hopes,  or  dreams.  When al l  of  these th ings are in a l ignment wi th His wi l l  I  
bel ieve wi th al l  of  my heart  that   th is is  when His hand wi l l  touch our l ives in 
ways that  we have never known.  As we pray,  let  us always be mindful  to pray 
according to His wi l l  and His purpose for  our l ives and let  us l ive in expectancy 
of  great  th ings to come! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

"Nothing Can Separate Us From Him" 

by Dona Hake 



 

Romans 8:38-39   Easy-to-Read Version  

"Yes, I  am sure that nothing can separate us from God’s love—not death, 
l i fe,  angels,  or rul ing spiri ts.  I  am sure that nothing now, nothing in the 

future,  no powers,  nothing above us or nothing below us—nothing in the 
whole created world—wil l  ever be able to separate us from the love God has 

shown us in Christ Jesus our Lord."  

 

In th is l i fe in which th ings can be unpredictable we can count on the fact  that  our 
God is fa i thfu l .   Our God never changes!   He has promised He wi l l  a lways be 
there for  us no matter  what.  

 

Maybe there are those of  you that  have had f r iends or fami ly that  you have been 
so c lose to and yet  something happened and you were div ided.  You had no 
choice in the matter  and th ings were never the same.  Jesus promises to always 
be our f r iend no matter  what.   No matter  how bad you mess up, He just  promises 
to never leave your s ide.  

 

Maybe you have had someone you dear ly love die and you l ive wi th the pain 
everyday of  missing them.  On th is earth we wi l l  a l l  deal  wi th th is because in l i fe 
there wi l l  be death.   Yet even in death when we know Him we st i l l  are not  
separated f rom Him.  Also i t  is  a joy  to embrace the hope of  knowing we wi l l  see 
those that  have gone before us and we wi l l  reuni te wi th them. Oh what a blessed 
day!  

 



I  love how this vers ion of  Romans 8:39 says "nothing in the whole created wor ld 
WILL EVER be able to separate us f rom the love of  God.  What a comfort  and 
strength i t  is  to know that  we can serve a God that  absolutely refuses to 
separate Himsel f  f rom us nor wi l l  He al low anything to EVER come between 
us.   Hoping th is medi tat ion wi l l  infuse you wi th renewed hope of  what a 
wonderful  God He is .   God bless you! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, October 6,  2013 

"Somet imes We Miss Opportuni t ies"  

by Dona Hake 

 

I  bel ieve wi th al l  my heart  that  many t imes there are opportuni t ies r ight  under 
our noses and we miss them simply because we have our l ives so planned and 
scheduled.   Somet imes i t  is  s imply because we are hung up on why something 
you planned did not  work out .    Maybe we need to make sure that  God is in a l l  of  
our p lans because th ings go so much bet ter  when He is!    I  th ink there are many 
t imes we miss opportuni t ies in the midst  of  th ings going wrong for  us.   Those 
hold ups,  detours,  th ings that  just  turn your day upside down can many t imes be 



opportuni t ies in d isguise.  

 

"One of the greatest and most comforting truths is that when one door 
opens, another closes, but often we look so long and regretful ly upon the 

closed door that we do not see the one that is open for us."  

(Anonymous)  

 

I  th ink the one th ing th is quote real ly  speaks to my heart  is  that  we real ly  need 
to pay at tent ion to everything going on around us.   Of course we need to plan 
but  careful  that  you are al lowing your l i fe some free t ime that  the Lord can use 
you in ways that  you may not  have imagined. 

 

Many t imes  h indrances  may actual ly  be an opportuni ty  and God can take that  
opportuni ty and turn something that  was meant for  evi l  and use i t  for  
good.  No.. . I  am not saying God causes bad th ings to happen but th ings can 
happen that  are disrupt ing and i f  we keep our at t i tudes r ight  He is able to create 
opportuni t ies in the midst  of  a problem. 

"Any fact facing us is not as important as our att i tude toward it ,  for that 
determines our success or fai lure."  

 Norman Vincent Peale  

   I  encourage you to th ink outs ide of  the box and look for  f resh opportuni t ies 
that  come in the midst  of  d i f f icul ty and be a blessing to everyone around 
you!   God bless you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Saturday,  October 5,  2013 

"Thoughts That Hinder"  

by Dona Hake 



 

 We need to recognize the t imes in which our thoughts need to be made 
quiet .   There may be t imes that   your soul  is  being tormented by your cares so 
badly that  i t  seems hopeless to make any ef for t   to get  your peace.  Somet imes 
i t  can feel  l ike anxiety in your soul  is  as a raging sea in a bad storm.  Yet God 
te l ls  us to be st i l l  and know that  He is God. 

Psalm 107:29  

"He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves  

thereof are sti l l ."  

Yesterday I  shared on cast ing your burden upon the Lord.   I  know that  God did 
not  design our bodies to carry the weight  of  problems, worr ies and anxious 
thoughts.   Any person that  works in the medical  f ie ld would conf i rm that  much 
s ickness both mental  and physical  are caused by stress and worry.    Many t imes 
people become bi t ter  because of  the thoughts they cont inue to enterta in.   Those 
thoughts have the power to keep your heart  in unforgiveness which is very 
dangerous to one's soul .  

 

A quieted mind is so valuable.   I  saw a quote one day and I  love i t .  

 

"The same let ters that  are in the word 

silent  

are in the the word 

l isten . "  



 

Today I  just  want to leave you wi th a s imple yet  powerful  thought.   I f  we would 
just  be silent  before Him and that  would mean si lencing your noisy,  anxious 

thoughts you are then posi t ioning yoursel f  to l isten  to what He wants to speak to 
you by His Spir i t .   Think about i t .   When the anxious thoughts t ry to distract  and 
confuse you, just  stop and be quiet  before Him for  He desires to permeate you 

wi th the peace that  passes al l  understanding.   God bless you. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Fr iday,  October 4,  2013 

"Cast ing Our Burdens" 

by Dona Hake 



 

Have you ever carr ied or l i f ted something too heavy and you paid a pr ice for  
i t?  The pr ice being an in jury is  what I  am speaking of .     I  used to have th is 
terr ib le habi t  of  th inking I  could just  move  or  l i f t  th ings that  I  had no business 
t ry ing  to do because i t  was beyond my physical  st rength.  

 

I  can remember when we moved into our new home and my husband and son had 
lef t  for  India short ly  af ter  the moving day.   I  was somewhat exci ted that  I  would 
have al l  k inds of  t ime to unpack and yes. . . .move th ings around.  Being unwise,  I  
t r ied to carry a piece of  furni ture f rom point  A to point  B and I  ended up real ly  
hurt ing my back.    I  exper ienced some unnecessary pain and inconvenience just  
because I  lacked wisdom and did not  ask someone else to do i t  for  me. 

 

Psalm 55:22   (TLB)  

 

"Give your burdens to the Lord. He wil l  carry them. He wil l  not permit the 
godly to sl ip or fal l ."  

 

Many t imes we do th is very same thing in l i fe wi th our cares.   The Lord is 
walk ing along s ide of  us saying,  "Here. . . I ' l l  carry that  for  you!"    Your 
response.. . "No, I  can do that  mysel f . "   The Lord will  NOT  just  take i t  f rom 
you.  You must wi l l ingly g ive i t  to Him and let  Him carry i t .   There may be those 
t imes you hand i t  over to Him and then as He walks beside you, you reach over 
and take i t  back Him.  When we try to carry l i fe 's burdens we wi l l  surely suf fer  
for  i t  and i t  can be painful .      I  am qui te sure we have al l  done th is before.  



 

God desires to carry a l l  of  your burdens that  you would be f ree to l ive wi thout 
care and be total ly  sustained  by Him.  I  encourage you today to give i t  a l l  to 
Him that  your hands and heart  be total ly  f ree to serve Him.  God bless you! 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Thursday,  October 3,  2013 

"God Our Help" 

by Dona Hake 

 

He promises to be wi th us when we need help.   Thank God for  that !   Many t imes 
when we read scr iptures l ike th is we may visual ize God coming to our rescue 
when we are up against  bat t les in our l ives and thank God He is fa i thfu l   in those 
t imes.   Yet  today I  want to share about how He can help us wi th something that  
we can al l  get  in t rouble wi th.  

I  am speaking of  a l lowing yoursel f  to be angry about th ings.   You may have just  
thought. . . "not  me!! !   I  never get  angry!"   I  do not  care how strong you th ink you 
are. . .anyone can give way to let t ing anger br ing you to the point  of   lashing out  
and saying or doing something you wi l l  be sorry for .   The Lord wants to help us 
in every aspect  of  our l ives. 

Words and act ions done f rom anger can be devastat ing and i t  has the power to 
destroy the c losest  of  any relat ionship.  



 

Proverbs 16:32 Amplif ied Bible  

"He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty,  

he who rules his [own] spir i t  than he who takes a city."  

 

I t  takes strength wi th in us to walk away f rom a s i tuat ion that  has caused you to 
be angry in your heart .   I t  takes great  strength to just  keep your mouth shut 
when you would rather just  let  the words f ly .   Ephesians 4:26 says  “When you 
are angry,  don’ t  let  that  anger make you s in. . . "    I t  is  in those t imes that  we 
recognize that  we are ready to boi l  over that  we need to quickly cal l  upon the 
Lord to help us because we are our own problem at  that  point .   He desires to 
develop wi th in us sel f  control  over anger and walk in v ictory in that  moment.  

 

I  thank God that  He desires to be there for  us when we are at  our lowest points 
and our weakest .   He loves us and He wants us to cal l  upon Him in any t ime of  
need.  God is good! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

Wednesday, October 2,  2013 

"Change Happens" 

by Dona Hake 



 

 " . . .a t ime to plant and a t ime to pluck up what is planted.. ."  

Ecclesiastes 3:2  

Yesterday as I  pul led up in f ront  of  my house wi th our granddaughters,  our 
o ldest  granddaughter leaned forward in her car seat and craned her l i t t le neck to 
look through the car window to see  a l l  the f lowers in my front  yard.   "Grandma, 
your f lowers are so awesome!" she said.    I  answered her,  " I  know Marissa,  they 
are so pret ty aren' t  they?" 

 

You see she is having a very hard t ime understanding why they are star t ing to 
go away.  I  have t r ied to explain to her about seasons changing and th is is  just  
what happens.  Yesterday I  shared wi th her that  the pret ty f lowers just  cannot 
stand being out  in the cold but  they wi l l  be back in the spr ing.   I  t r ied my best  to 
explain that  they were planted,  they bloomed, but  now i t  is  t ime for  them to go 
away.  She gave me a somewhat sad, l i t t le face but  accepted what I  said.  

 

Last  week whi le in the back yard she not iced one l i t t le c lover f lower laying on 
i t 's  s ide and she quickly ran over and scooped dir t  a l l  around i t  and gent ly took 
her l i t t le f ingers and made a l i t t le mound of  d i r t  to support  i t  and make i t  s tand 
up.   She proudly stood back and said,  "There! ! ! "  I t  was so sad to watch her l i t t le 
face when she came back the next  week to f ind i t  not  there.   Again,  I  explained 
to her that  the t ime for  these l i t t le f lowers is  about to be over but  that  season 
wi l l  return.  

 

I  th ink what the Lord showed me most through my granddaughter was just  



observing her precious l i t t le face and t rust ing eyes as I  t r ied my best  to explain 
to her the process of  change.  Did she understand i t  a l l?  Absolutely not . . .she 
just  looked at  me and said,  "Okay."   Somet imes I  am sure th is is  how the Lord 
sees us as wel l  and He wel l  knows that  we do not  a lways total ly  understand what 
may be t ranspir ing in our l ives but  we just  keep on t rust ing Him because He 
keeps on loving us and taking care of  us. 

I t  would do us al l  good to stop and just  learn f rom the l i t t le ones that  God has 
put  in our l ives.   Trust  Him through your chal lenge of  change and th ings you do 
not  c lear ly understand because He always gives us the promise of  hope for  our 
future and the th ings to come. Blessings to you th is day!  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Tuesday, October 1,  2013 

"Looking Forward With Purpose" 

by Dona Hake 

 

Today I  was th inking about how exper iences in th is l i fe can be stepping stones 
for  us or  they can become ruts.   Many t imes when people deal  wi th th ings that  



get in their  way they can be consumed wi th the hindrance.  The Lord knew we 
would encounter such obstacles and I  bel ieve wi th al l  of  my heart  that  even in 
the midst  of  problems He can cause us to at ta in wisdom from the s i tuat ion.  

 

Many t imes our natural  react ion to hindrances or upsett ing s i tuat ions is to dwel l  
on them  and hang you head low.  I  just  want to encourage you today that  you 
can r ise above that  th ing that  may seem impossible to you.  Many t imes in the 
midst  of  a problem i t  a l l  seems so big but  God is b igger st i l l !  

Proverbs 4:24-25  (VOICE translation)  

"Keep your head up, your eyes straight ahead,  

 

    and your focus f ixed on what is in front of you."  

 

I 've said th is before but  i t  would be great  to share again,  rear v iew mirrors in a 
car are there for  us to glance at  not  stare at .   When you are dr iv ing i t  is  good to 
know what is  ahead and what is  behind you.  I f  you decide to change lanes you 
bet ter  make sure you are c lear a l l  around you or you are going to be the cause 
of  an accident.  

 

Many t imes we need to glance into our past  for  i t  serves as wisdom and a 
reminder or  instruct ion for  the present.   Never stare into your past  and dwel l  
upon fa i lures though.  God desires you keep your head up focused on the good 
th ings and the future that  He has for  you. 

Blessings to you!  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~     ♥      ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 


