
Friday, May 31st 

  

"He Wil l  Uphold You" 

by Dona Hake 

  

Isaiah 41:10 (The Voice) So don’ t  be afra id.  I  am here,  wi th you; don’ t  be 
dismayed, for  I  am your God. I  wi l l  s t rengthen you, and help you. I  am here wi th 
My r ight  hand to make r ight  and to hold you up. 

  

The King James Version says,  "Fear not ,  do not  look anxiously about you for  I  
AM your God.. . "  Looking anxiously about me impl ies that  I  would be uneasy,  
fearfu l  or  panicking.  I t  is  good to know that  our loving Heavenly Father is  there 
for  us in those t imes to come under us and l i f t  us up and hold us c losely.  He wi l l  
s i t  us on the sol id rock where we wi l l  not  be moved and He is able to keep us.  

  

Today as I  was medi tat ing on th is scr ipture I  had an interest ing th ing happen 
wi th my parrot  that  was just  a great  analogy of  th is scr ipture.  As I  was prepar ing 
for  the devot ional ,  I  had my cof fee s i t t ing at  my sofa and my parrot  was having 
her " f reedom t ime."    As long as I  can supervise JJ I  wi l l  leave her cage door 
open and she usual ly c l imbs around her cage explor ing.  I t  is  k ind of  cute 
because she has th is " I 'm big stuf f "  at t i tude as she is enjoying her f reedom. Wel l  
today she got  a l i t t le b i t  dar ing and decided to t ry to go f rom her cage over to a 
cupboard that  s i ts  about one foot  away f rom her cage. She was t ry ing to be ever 
so caut ious before she went f rom point  A to point  B so I  fe l t  sorry for  her when 
her explorat ion turned into fear for  her.   Her mistake was that  she did not  have 
proper foot ing and she s l ipped. She f rant ical ly  star ted to f lap her wings but  
could not  f ly   because I  just  had her wings c l ipped. She went f rom frant ic to real  
panic.  I  calmly walked toward her and spoke sof t ly  saying,  " i t 's  ok  JJ,  I ' l l  help 
you."  I t  was amazing how I  could see the fear in her eyes.  I  gent ly reached my 
hand out  and s l ipped in under her  feet ,  she stopped the panic,  rested on my 
hand, and she immediately calmed down. You see, as she fe l t  my hand she fe l t  
safe again.   As she sat  there rest ing she looked at  me wi th such a thankful  look 
and I  put  her back on her cage where she fe l t  safe again.  

  

I t  reminded me how somet imes we can get  ourselves in t rouble and we lose our 
" foot ing."  You know.. . those t imes when you get  a l i t t le over conf ident and you 
get  into your own abi l i ty  and f rom there you got  yoursel f  in t rouble.  There are 
also those t imes that  you are stepping out  on fa i th and you real ly  have yoursel f  
out  on the " l imb" and i t  can cause fear to gr ip your heart .  I t  is  very easy to 



panic,  get  in anxiety,  and be fearfu l .  Isn ' t  i t  good to know that  our loving 
Heavenly Father is  r ight  there ready to hold out  His mighty r ight  hand, calm us 
wi th His loving voice and l i f t  us up to that  safe place.  Psalm 91:4 (The 
Voice) L ike a bi rd protect ing i ts  young, God wi l l  cover you wi th His feathers,  wi l l  
protect  you under His great  wings;  His fa i thfu lness wi l l  form a shield around you, 
a rock-sol id wal l  to protect  you. 

  

I  pray that  you wi l l  see Him today as the One that  is  a lways nearby you and only 
an arm's reach away to rescue you in your t ime of  need or t rouble.  Only He can 
calm our hearts when we are in anxiety and fear.   We serve a loving and car ing 
God. He is so good. I  pray you wi l l  have a day that  is  prosperous and blessed!  

  

  

  

  

  

Thursday, May 30th 

"Acknowledge Him In Everything" 

  

by Dona Hake From the day I  received Jesus over for ty years ago i t  has been of  
utmost importance to me to know that  God is in as many detai ls  of  my l i fe as 
possible!  I  desire that  God is b lessing me  and His hand upon every day of  my 
l i fe.  Being an achiever and being a planner has made me very aware of  how t ime 
can be wasted i f  you are not  p lanning your day proper ly.  Mary Kay of  Mary Kay 
Cosmet ics was a very successful  lady and I  can remember her saying that  we 
should al l  go to bed at  n ight  wi th at  least  s ix th ings on our " to do" l is t  i f   we 
desire success in our day.  I  too f ind that  " to do" l is ts are such a help to me, but  I  
want to always stay f lexib le and wi l l ing to al low the Lord to inter fere wi th my " to 
do" l is ts and my days.  I  can test i fy  of  the many t imes  He has interrupted my 
schedule and I  am glad He did.   The blessing that  comes wi th obedience in 
response  to His plans is just  wonderful !  

  

  

  

I t   is  so important  to understand that  God's Word says that  He wi l l  g ive us al l  
th ings that  perta in to l i fe and godl iness.  He desires to be in every detai l  i f  we 



al low Him.   I f  your l i fe has something stressful  going on He wi l l  g ive you peace. 
I f  you are s ick He wi l l  br ing heal ing i f  you bel ieve Him for  i t .  I f  you are afra id of  
your future,  He wi l l  g ive you hope for  your future and give you the peace and 
grace that  you need. 2 Peter 1:3 (The Voice Translat ion) "His div ine power has 
given us everything  we need to exper ience l i fe and to ref lect  God’s t rue nature 
through the knowledge of  the One who cal led us by His glory and v i r tue."  

  

  

  

Now I  would l ike to share some scr ipture wi th you that  go along wi th what I  am 
shar ing today:  Proverbs 3:5-8 (NKJV) "  Trust  in the Lord wi th al l  your heart ,  And 
lean not  on your own understanding;  In a l l  your ways acknowledge Him, And He 
shal l  d i rect  your paths.Do not  be wise in your own eyes;  Fear the Lord and 
depart  f rom evi l . "  

  

  

I  would l ike to share how I  have broken th is one down for  mysel f . . .  

Trust  God from deep down inside.  Don' t  t ry to f igure th ings out .  L isten to God al l  
the t ime and keep your own thoughts out  of  i t .  He's the one that  wi l l  keep me 
walk ing the "chalk l ine" (as my Daddy used to say) Don' t  depend on your own 
wisdom because God's wisdom is h igher and i f  I  fear and esteem His Word as 
my highest  standard I  wi l l  be empowered by Him to run f rom evi l .  

  

  

  

From the depths of  our heart  we must t rust  Him above anything else.  We just  
cannot remain in fa i th and st i l l  embrace th inking two di f ferent  th ings at  the same 
t ime. This is  s imply leaning on our own understanding.  We  cannot expect  God 
to lead us in His ways i f  we have plans to depend on our own. When we walk 
wi th Him the path is narrow and we must stay focused on Him. We must keep our 
spir i tual  balance. He is wel l  able to keep us standing up stra ight  and strong. 
Even i f  we fa l l  He is fa i thful  to l i f t  us up,  dust  us of f ,  and send us back on our 
way walk ing along s ide of  Him. As we fear God in a reverent ia l  way He wi l l  
expose evi l  and help us to overcome anything that  would hinder our walk wi th 
Him. 

  



  

We serve a wonderful  God that  is  qui te eager to be in al l  of  our af fa i rs.  Al low 
Him to do that  today.  Enjoy serving Him and expect Him to do wonderful  th ings 
through you! Be blessed. 

  

  

  

  

Wednesday, May 29th 

"To Forgive Is To Set the Prisoner Free!!!" 

by Dona Hake 

  

Today I  want to share wi th you what I  see as a powerful  th ing and i t  is  
forgiveness.  I  of ten marvel  just  th inking of  a l l  the tor ture Jesus went through as 
He was beaten and whipped before His cruci f ix ion.  He carr ied His own cross and 
there He hung.. . for  you and for  me. As He hung there He cr ied out ,  "Father 
forgive them, for  they know not what they do."  God's Word empowers us to do al l  
that  Jesus did as His Spir i t  dwel ls wi th in us yet  there are many that  feel  they 
have a choice of  who they have to forgive.  Many bel ievers l ive their  l ives in 
unforgiveness and they are very bi t ter  people.  Is th is God's wi l l?. . .Absolutely 
not ! ! !  The act  of  unforgiveness on our part  is  absolutely inexcusable.  For a 
bel iever to say they are unable to forgive is taking the work Jesus did on the 
cross and saying i t  is  not  enough. Unforgiveness keeps you out  of  God's perfect  
wi l l  and keeps you l iv ing in the past .  1 John 2:6 (The Voice) "  anyone who says,  
“ I  l ive in int imacy wi th Him,”  should walk the path Jesus walked." 

  

  

Might  I  add at  th is point  that  John was c lear ly stat ing that  WE CAN walk as 
Jesus walked. He did not  say i f  you have int imacy wi th Him that  some days you 
can walk l ike Jesus,  he said you should.  Knowing that  th is verse says we should 
than I  know we can! John Mason said i t  th is way,  "There are two marks of  a 
Chr ist ian:  g iv ing and forgiv ing."  When you th ink about i t ,  they both require the 
love of  Jesus.  With Jesus dwel l ing wi th in us we clear ly are capable of  that  k ind 
of  love therefore there is no excuse. 

  

  



I  shared an anonymous quote on the image that  went a long wi th th is devot ion 
and i t  says:  

"To forgive is to set the prisoner free,  and then discover the prisoner was 
you." 

  

  

I t  is  v i ta l ly  important  to the heal th of  our spir i t ,  soul  and body to just  forgive 
someone i f  they have hurt  you.  As you release that  person of  the hurt  they 
caused you and you forgive them by fa i th,  I  bel ieve the Lord wi l l  br ing heal ing to 
your heart  and mind.  We can not  a l low ourselves to be held back because we 
refuse to do that  which we have been commanded to do.  I f  you do not  forgive 
you wi l l  be held back in many ways and deep down you wi l l  be tormented thus 
being a "pr isoner."  

  

  

I  wi l l  add at  th is point  that  I  th ink i t  is  important  to know that  many t imes those 
that  we forgive may never t reat  you the same again.  In th is l i fe re lat ionships can 
be broken and many t imes they are never restored.  This is  a sad th ing,  but  the 
fact  of  the matter  is  that  somet imes i t  goes th is way. God's Word is t rue and i t  
does not  matter  how someone reacts to you i f  you forgive them. As you are 
obedient  to His Word to forgive,  you wi l l  be f ree f rom the bondage that  
unforgiveness br ings.  

  

  

I  ask you today to examine your heart .  I f  there is anyone in your past  that  you 
know hurt  you and you have struggled to forgive please consider what I  just  
shared. Take that  step toward extending forgiveness f rom your heart  to theirs.  
God's Word is t rue and He is able to work in even the most impossible 
s i tuat ions.  Praying that  th is word has blessed your heart  and as you th ink upon 
i t ,  i t  wi l l  become even a greater revelat ion to you. Blessings to you th is day. 

  

  

  

  

Tuesday, May 28th 



  

". . .AND THEIR VOICES GOT LOUDER!" 

by Dona Hake 

  

Psalm 46:1-3 "  God is our protect ion and source of  strength.  He is a lways ready 
to help us in t imes of  t rouble.  So we are not  afra id when the earth quakes and 
the mountains fa l l  into the sea. We are not  afra id when the seas become rough 
and dark and the mountains t remble."  Selah 

  

Governor Mary Fal l in of  Oklahoma quoted excerpts f rom this port ion of  scr ipture 
dur ing a memoria l  serv ice that  was held in Moore,Oklahoma. Af ter  the tornado 
k i l led 26 and in jured hundreds,  the town of  Moore gathered to remember those 
that  lost  their  l ives and look to God and each other for  strength to go on. 

  

I  was so blessed as an elementary school  teacher shared dur ing the service 
about how she handled her c lassroom of  smal l  chi ldren as the deadly tornado 
approached. She exclaimed how she did not  want her chi ldren to be f r ightened 
so she asked them i f  they wanted to play a game with her.  She to ld them to 
move their  desks against  the wal l  and get  under them. As they huddled they 
began to s ing songs and af ter  a few songs one l i t t le one asked to s ing "Jesus 
Loves Me."  As the tornado hi t  they were s inging th is song and the louder the 
tornado got  the louder they sang i t .  Even though the whole ordeal  was a 
f r ightening one for  th is teacher and chi ldren,  they l ived to test i fy  that  they made 
i t  through the storm. Dur ing the memoria l  serv ice these same chi ldren received 
two standing ovat ions -once on their  way in and again af ter  they once again 
sang "Jesus Loves Me." 

  

Dur ing the service the Rabbi  Veder Harr is read f rom the book  of  Kings,  not ing 
that  God was not  in the storm but is  in the "st i l l ,  c lear voice wi th in us."  I  bel ieve 
that  even in the "storms" of  th is l i fe i f  we stay st i l l  in  our spir i ts  and our fa i th 
strong in Him we can st i l l  hear His voice and procla im His love for us.  When we 
know we are hear ing His voice we can always be assured that  He is wi th us and 
He wi l l  br ing us through.  

  

I  was so touched just  t ry ing to imagine l i t t le chi ldren in such a horr i f ic  s i tuat ion 
huddled under desks s inging at  the top of  their  l i t t le lungs "Jesus Loves Me."  I  
began to th ink about when the storms of  l i fe come our way that  th is is  what our 
react ion should be.  Does our spir i ts  hold fast  to "Jesus loves me!"  as the storms 



of our l i fe get  louder and louder or  do we al low the storm to overtake us because 
of  doubt and unbel ief? Many t imes when th is happens we may speak the wrong 
th ings and our fa i th weakens. Let  us be reminded that  the love of  Jesus is to be 
medi tated upon and nothing can keep that  love f rom us.  

  

"  For I  have every conf idence that  nothing—not death,  l i fe,  heavenly 
messengers,  dark spir i ts ,  the present,  the future,  spir i tual  powers,  height ,  depth,  
nor any created th ing—can come between us and the love of  God revealed in the 
Anointed,  Jesus our Lord."  Romans 8:38-39 (The Voice Translat ion) 

  

Praise God that  nothing can separate us f rom God and His love! !  I  would ask 
that  you cont inue to keep the town of  Moore,  Oklahoma in your heart  and pray 
for  them. Many have bur ied their  loved ones in the past  days and they have also 
lost  their  homes. I  can not  even imagine the turmoi l  in their  hearts.  For those 
that  do not  know Him we need to pray that  the Lord would br ing laborers across 
their  path to minister  to them that  which they need. Bel ieve that  th is town wi l l  be 
restored and al l  that  they need wi l l  come to them that  they can get  on wi th their  
l ives.  

  

I  pray your day wi l l  be blessed! 

 

 

Monday, May 27th 

  

"Today, Let  Us Remember"  

by Dona Hake 

  

As a photographer I  have been blessed and pr iv i leged to be present and wi tness 
so many beaut i fu l  moments.  I  th ink about th is of ten because many of  my c l ients 
come to me as a complete strangers and they have asked me to capture their  
day because they want to maintain the memory of  a special  moment in t ime. I  
have wi tnessed fathers seeing their  daughter in her wedding gown for  the f i rst  
t ime. Grown men that  just  refuse to hold back their  emot ions and I 've wi tnessed 
the tears ro l l  down their  face as they hold their  beaut i fu l  daughter in their  arms. 



I  have been present to photograph chi ldbir ths and th is is  t ru ly a pr iv i lege.  I  can 
remember one part icular  image that  I  was able to capture and that  was when the 
baby was placed in the mother 's arms for  the f i rst  t ime and a tear of  joy ro l led 
down the mother 's cheek.  Recent ly I  d id a wedding where the br ide and groom 
chose to see each other for  the f i rst  t ime before the wedding.  They made i t  very 
special  and they asked me to capture that  moment.  The groom turns around and 
sees his br ide for  the f i rst  t ime and again I  wi tnessed a moment that  was 
unforget table.  

  

  

  

My eyes have seen many wonderful  th ings behind my camera and some are just  
s imply unforget table.    Today I  want to share a l i t t le about  unforget table th ings 
that  some have l ived through and those memories wi l l  never be forgot ten.   I  
recent ly got  to look into the eyes of  a war veteran whose eyes had seen the 
horrors of  World War I I  and he wi tnessed comrades give their  l i fe for  h is 
country.  To me his eyes looked l ike a book that  could have shared endless 
stor ies about a l l  they had seen. 

  

  

  

A few weeks ago I  was given the opportuni ty and honor to photograph a war 
memoria l  being dedicated.  This too wi l l  be one of  those unforget table t imes 
where I  got  to wi tness pr ide,  and a var iety of  emot ions.    I  arr ived ear ly on th is 
assignment to determine lenses,  l ight ing etc.  There was a World War I I  Veteran 
and a Vietnam Veteran that  walked toward me and I  shook their  hands and 
thanked them for  their  serv ice.    I  fe l t  honored to be able to chat wi th them.  The 
World War I I  Veteran was very eager to ta lk and share wi th me as wel l .   As I  
looked into his aged eyes fu l l  of  a pr ide for  h is country I  kept  th inking how I  
wished I  could of  just  asked him so many quest ions.  This gent leman shared that  
at  the age of  e ighteen he desperately wanted to serve his country dur ing the 
World War I I  and he ment ioned that  h is father was also serving at  the same 
t ime. I  can remember the one th ing he ment ioned.. .he said,  " I  came home from 
the war and I  could not  ta lk about i t  for  three years."  My heart  goes out  to the 
many veterans that  served and have horr ib le,  painful  memories that  are seared 
in their  hearts and mind and some suf fer  f rom i t  even to th is day. 

  

  

  



After th is veteran made that  comment I  thought to mysel f  "What d id he see?, 
what d id he exper ience?, and I  wonder what he th inks about the condi t ion of  our 
country today??" Today I  th ink about fami l ies that  lost  a loved one in a war and 
they st i l l  l ive in the pain of  missing them and t ry ing to go on wi thout them. One 
of  the fami ly members to ld me that  when a woman she knew lost  her son in one 
of  the wars that  she had a nervous breakdown. As a mother I  cannot even 
imagine the heartbreak of  losing a son in bat t le.  My heart  was touched as many 
just  walked up to the memoria l  and gent ly  reached out and touched the name of  
their  fami ly member.  One veteran walked over and saluted the monument and 
said,  "Thank you my comrades for  serv ing my country."  Af ter  the service was 
over and I  got  in my car and I  began to ref lect  on al l  that  I  had just  wi tnessed, 
and  I  began to cry whi le dr iv ing home.  I  fe l t  l ike I  needed to cry because my 
heart  was deeply touched that  morning.   I  was granted such a wonderful  
pr iv i lege to be a part  of  such an honorable event.  

  

  

  

Today is Memoria l  Day,  a day set  aside to remember those that  d ied for  our 
f reedoms. These are young men and women that  not  only paused their  l i fe and 
their  dreams for  their  country,  but  they breathed their  last  breath whi le serving 
their  country.  I  hope you take t ime to just  remember those that  gave i t  a l l .  
Remember those that  gave their  l i fe that  we might exper ience f reedom today.  I  
love what Mike Huckabee said last  evening,  "You may not  of  known them but 
their  act ions gave us f reedom. They gave the ul t imate sacr i f ice."  As you go 
through your day today I  hope you take t ime to th ink about your f reedoms, your 
country,  and those that  gave their  l i fe. . . the ul t imate sacr i f ice.      God bless you. 

  

  

  

  

  

 Sunday, May 26th 

  

"Yes.. . I  Can Smile At My Future!!" 

by Dona Hake 

Phil ippians 3:13-14 



  

" . . .but  th is one th ing I  do,  forget t ing those th ings which are behind,  and reaching 
for th unto those th ings which are before,  I  press toward the mark for  the pr ize of  
the high cal l ing of  God in Chr ist  Jesus."  

  

  

Today is here and tomorrow is coming. What happened yesterday is in the past .  
Did good th ings happen to you yesterday? I  hope you can say yes,  but  i f  you 
cannot you must make a choice to see th is day as a new day wi th new 
beginnings.  I f  your yesterday has brought pain to you then ask the Lord to br ing 
heal ing to your heart  and ask Him for  the wisdom you need to walk forward.  I t  is  
important  to remember that  when we do walk through hardships that  we should 
seek to embrace whatever wisdom we can at ta in and pass i t  on to others in 
need. I  have found that  many t imes people seem to be very open to those that  
may be walk ing through s imi lar  hardships.  What a blessing i t  is  to share wi th 
someone that  is  hurt ing.  You may be the only l ight  they have in their  dark 
s i tuat ion.  

  

  

God desires that  we look forward into our future wi th fa i th in our hearts.  I t  is  a 
very bad mistake to l ive in your past .  I t  is  l ike t ry ing to dr ive a car wi th your 
gaze cont inual ly  in the rear v iew mirror .  Yes,  there are t imes we need to glance 
in our rear v iew mirrors so we can proceed caut iously.  Those glances serve you 
as a good way to proceed wi th caut ion that  you do not  make mistakes or put  
yoursel f  in danger.  Just  beware that  your dwel l ing place is not  behind you 
because i t  is  so harmful  for  your growth as a Chr ist ian.  

  

  

"The future f r ightens only those who prefer l iv ing in the past ."  John Mason 

God does not  want us to be fearfu l  of  our future but  rather we need to re jo ice in 
the days to come knowing that  He is ready to use us as He wi l ls  as we give Him 
our a l l !  I  read a real ly  awesome but powerful  sentence the other day and i t  went 
l ike th is. . .  

  

"MY UNKNOWN FUTURE IS IN THE HAND OF AN ALL KNOWING GOD" 
  



I  wi l l  leave you wi th that  thought today!  We can al l  have our p lans and 
expectat ions for  our future and that  is  good but  praise God that  He is a l l  
knowing and He can cause our paths to be blessed and prosperous al l  the days 
of  our l ives.  God bless you r ichly as you serve Him this day.  

  

  

Saturday, May 25th 

  

  

"Listening and Hearing Anothers Heart" 

by Dona Hake 

  

  

" I f  you spend more t ime asking appropr iate quest ions rather than giv ing answers 
or opinions,  your l is tening ski l ls  wi l l  increase."  (  Br ian Koslow )  I  have to te l l  you 
that  when I  f i rs t  read th is quote I  purposed to read i t  over about f ive t imes and 
each t ime i t  went deeper into me. I t  provoked me to ponder even more my 
inspirat ion for  today's devot ional .  I  fe l t  today to share about being a good 
l is tener.  

  

  

I  used to have a poster I  hung in my typing c lassroom and i t  said 

"Did you know the same let ters that  are in LISTEN are also in SILENCE?" 

  

Did you ever have someone f in ish your sentence before you complete i t? 
Somet imes we may be amused by th is because i t  shows how wel l  the person 
may know you. Other t imes i t  is  inappropr iate i f  they end up f in ishing your 
sentence wi th their  thoughts and not  the ones you had in mind.  Somet imes th is 
happens because the hearer  may be in some sort  of  assumpt ion or they are not  
g iv ing you the courtesy of  being a good l is tener.  I  am sure that  when th is 
happens i t  is  not  an intended to be of fensive but  at  t imes i t  can be.  The fact  of  
the matter  is  that  most people just  want to know that  you are real ly  l is tening.  
Af ter  they know you have real ly  been a good l is tener they are more than l ikely 
going to be open to hear your heart  on the matter .  Colossians 4:6 (Easy-to-Read 



Version) "When you ta lk,  you should always be k ind and wise.  Then you wi l l  be 
able to answer everyone in the way you should."  (The Voice Version) "When you 
speak the word,  speak i t  graceful ly  (as i f  seasoned wi th sal t ) ,  so you wi l l  know 
how to respond to everyone r ight ly."  

  

  

I t  is  important  to understand that  i f  people know you are real ly  l is tening careful ly  
to their  words that  you are real ly  hear ing their  heart .  Purpose to season your 
response or answers by the leading of  the Holy Spir i t .  We must a lways be 
careful  not  to respond in opinion or answers f rom our own exper ience. God 
desires to use us to minister  to one another in our conversat ions.   Therefore i t  is  
important  that  our words are spoken wi th loving thoughts and wisdom.  I  
absolutely hate when I  say something that  I  regret .   Even when you say 
something and i t  d id not  come out r ight ,  i t  is  hard to take back words.   Let  us be 
mindful  to ask the Lord for  His help in th is area. . .  

  

Psalm 141:3 
(VOICE translat ion) 

 Guard my mouth,  O Eternal  One; control  what I  say.  Keep a careful  watch on 
every word I  speak. 

  

  

Today I  encourage you as you encounter conversat ions of  a l l  k inds to keep 
yoursel f  mindful  to be a good l is tener.  Ask God to lead you in your responses 
and react ions to people when they speak and know that  He wi l l  use you to be a 
blessing to al l  those that  you encounter today and days to come! Have a blessed 
day in the Lord.  

  

  

  

Friday, May 24th 

  

"Sharing  your strengths with others" 

by Dona Hake 



  

Have you ever walked away from someone feel ing inspired to be a bet ter  person 
or t ry harder in a part icular  area of  your l i fe? 

I  have been medi tat ing on Hebrews 10:24 and when you read i t  f rom the KJ 
version i t  says:  "And let  us consider one another to provoke unto love and to 
good works. . . "  I  wanted to share i t  f rom the Ampl i f ied as wel l :  "And let  us 
consider and give at tent ive,  cont inuous care to watching over one another,  
studying how we may st i r  up (st imulate and inci te)  to love and helpful  deeds and 
noble act iv i t ies. . . "  

  

God wants us to look beyond ourselves and be looking to bless and watch over 
those that  we love whether that  would be fami ly,  f r iends or church fami ly.  I  want 
you to th ink about your strengths that  the Lord has blessed you wi th.  Do you t ry 
to encourage others wi th those strengths or do you just  face your day th inking 
about you and a few? 

  

Many t imes I  have found mysel f  to be gui l ty  that  strong people probably do not  
need encouragement.  Af ter  a l l  they are strong, why would they need me to speak 
a word of  encouragement to them? I  wi l l  say that  we must never assume 
anything about anyone. Somet imes people that  seem l ike they are strong may 
need your words of  encouragement.  None of  us can get  too much 
encouragement!  

  

I  th ink of  d i f ferent  people that  God has put  in my l i fe and they just  provoke me 
and I  mean provoke me in a very good way. I  walk away f rom them being st i r red 
in my heart  to do bet ter  in an area of  my spir i tual  walk.  There are people in my 
l i fe that  are pi l lars of  st rength and I  know their  l i fe is  not  easy. . . they provoke me 
to stand stronger than before.  There are those that  every t ime I  encounter them 
they f ind a good word to speak about a bad s i tuat ion. . . i t  provokes me to star t  
th inking before I  ta lk.  I t  makes me real ize how important  i t  is  to remain in fa i th 
even when th ings do not  appear good. There are those in my l i fe that  carry joy 
and they just  make me giggle just  to hear their  name. We are so blessed to be 
able to share wi th each other that  which the Lord has given in abundance. 

  

Recent ly I  v is i ted a couple 's home and the young woman had a beaut i fu l  g i f t  to 
decorate and create wi th purpose. Almost every detai l  in their  home was 
symbol ic to their  love for  fami ly and l i fe i tsel f .  The colors were careful ly  
coordinated and everything was so pleasing to the eye.  There was a "warmth" 
that  just  ministered to our hearts.  As th is couple enterta ined us there was a 



feel ing that  everything was done wi th the purpose to bless our hearts.  I  walked 
away provoked to th ink more about how the smal lest  of  detai ls  and decorat ions 
in my home should minister  to anothers heart .  I  thank God for  a l l  the people that  
He has put  in my l i fe that  have strengths that  I  need to cont inue to develop in 
th is l i fe.  

  

I  leave you wi th the quest ion and that  is  how do you th ink people feel  af ter  they 
have encountered a conversat ion or t ime wi th you? Have you lef t  them 
something good to ponder and did you chal lenge their  heart? I  hope so.  I f  you do 
not  know, as the Lord what your strengths are and ask Him to help you to 
understand how to f reely pass them on. I  pray that  th is has st i r red your heart  
and that  you have a wonderful  day in Him! 

  

  

  

Thursday, May 23rd 

 

Changing With the Seasons of Your Life  

by Dona Hake 

  

We al l  go through di f ferent  seasons in our l ives.  The older you get  I  th ink you 
begin to real ize that  no matter  what you walk through in th is l i fe you can make 
the choice to learn and grow from i t .  There are seasons of  learning,  growing,  
re leasing. . . I  am sure you can name a few.  We must understand that  there are 
th ings that  can hinder us f rom leaving one season of  our l i fe in order to enter a 
new one.   I  would l ike to share about one in part icular  that  af fects people and 
that  is  fear of  any k ind of  change.  This k ind of  fear wi l l  cause you to want to 
c l ing to where you are and you wi l l  do anything to t ry to keep i t  that  way.   I t  
l iv ing in your own comfort  zone.  

  

An indiv idual  that  l ives l ike th is does not  want to be chal lenged and they want to 
keep i t  that  way.   I  want to just  say that  when one cont inues  to l ive in a comfort  
zone  they actual ly  h inder the Lord f rom taking them into a f resh new season of  
their  l i fe.  There are many reasons people want to l ive in a comfort  zone. Some 
do not  l ike chal lenges,  some do not  want to do any more than they have to and 
some are just  afra id of  change or they focus too much on their  inabi l i t ies.   I  



bel ieve many t imes when people fa l l  into th is they posi t ion themselves that  
people cannot even speak into their  l ives.    I t  is  important  at  th is point  that  I  
ment ion that  we value those that  the Lord has put  into our l ives to chal lenge and 
encourage us.  

  

I  want to share a test imony of  my own wi th you and i t  re lates to fear a lmost 
holding me back f rom blossoming in something I  d id not  know existed in me. 
When we added our h igh school  on to our Chr ist ian School  my husband Bi l l  had 
approached me about teaching typing to the high school  students.  When I  
at tended senior   h igh school  the two subjects that  I  real ly  excel led in were 
typing and art .   Even though I  was good at  typing I  was very fearfu l  about the 
thought of  stepping out  and teaching th is subject .  I  a lso was concerned that  I  
would not  be able to re late to the high school  students and i t  would hinder my 
teaching.   I  feared I  could not  do i t  and I  just  could not  fathom even the 
possibi l i ty  of  t ry ing.  Fear,  fear,  fear. . .oh my what fear can do and how i t  can 
cr ipple one f rom their  potent ia l .  I  can remember cry ing as I  cont inued to th ink 
upon al l  the reasons I  could not  do i t .  I  was just  a mess.  I  am so thankful  that  
my husband  cont inued to encourage me and s lowly but  surely the Lord showed 
me that  i t  was indeed His wi l l  for  me to step out  in th is new "season" of  my 
l i fe.   Even though I  st i l l  had my apprehensions I  prepared mysel f  for  the school  
year.  

  

Even af ter  knowing that   I  was to step out  in th is new venture of  teaching  I  
would st i l l  have t imes where I  would get  "but ter f l ies" just  th inking about i t  and 
the c loser the opening of  school  came I  was feel ing very nervous.     One day 
one of  our missionary f r iends,  Brother Emma Okor ie f rom Niger ia  stopped by 
the school  to v is i t .  Brother Emma is a powerful  man of  God and he speaks wi th 
great  author i ty.  He greeted me and asked me how I  was doing and I  began to 
share wi th him the new venture that  I  was about to step into.  I  shared how I  was 
nervous about i t  and I  spoke my apprehensions yet  I  shared that  I  knew i t  was 
the wi l l  of  God. He looked me square in the eye and said,  "Sister ,  God wants to 
unlock surpr ises wi th in you that  you do not  even know exist . "  For me just  the 
thought that  there were unopened gi f ts  wi th in me just  thr i l led my soul .   Those 
words shook my wor ld in a very good way and I  wi l l  a lways be thankful  for  h is 
obedience. I  wi l l  say th is,  that  f rom that  day on I  had a courage and peace and I  
absolutely loved teaching typing.  I  was so blessed over the years wi th some of  
the greatest  students and I  praise Him that  I  was given that  opportuni ty to teach 
them. 

  

The lesson to be learned here is that  your fears can keep you f rom doing God's 
wi l l .     I f  you heed to your fears and c l ing to a comfort  zone you are the only one 
holding yoursel f  back f rom releasing the "surpr ises" that  may be ly ing deep 



within you. I  saw that  day that  there are many surpr ises that  God desires to help 
me open up that  have been planted in me since bir th.  I  encourage you today to 
seek Him and know that  you are al lowing Him to do the same with you as wel l .  
Blessings to you and I  hope your day is prosperous!  

  

  

  

  

  

May 22nd 

  

"To Everything There Is A Season" 

by Dona Hake At the leading of  the Lord I  have stepped away f rom Psalm 23 and 
I  p lan to pick back up wi th Psalm 23:4 at  a later  t ime.    I  am try ing to be very 
sensi t ive to His leading wi th th is devot ional .   I t  is  important  to me to br ing you 
the f resh inspirat ion that  He is put t ing on my heart  for  you. 

  

At  th is point  in t ime I  have several  inspired thoughts that  seem to be around 
seasons and t imes in our l ives.  Today I  want to look at  how each of  us as 
indiv iduals have di f ferent  t imes that  consist  of  p lant ing,  learning,  growing,  
b looming and then the Lord may move you on to a whole di f ferent  type of  g iv ing 
in your l i fe.  As the saying goes "Bloom where you are planted."  I  th ink that  i t  is  
so important  to recognize that  each of  us are gi f ted and cal led di f ferent ly and we 
need to respect  that  in one another.  Never should we try to be what others say 
they th ink we should be.  We need to fo l low the leading of  the Lord for  us as He 
has created us uniquely for  such a t ime as th is.  

  

  

Each of  our l ives wi l l  consist  of  d i f ferent  stages.  There may be t imes of  stepping 
out  into something new, learning,  accompl ishments,  g iv ing,  mentor ing,  receiv ing 
mentor ing,  etc.  There are so many aspects to the development of  what God has 
put  in us.  Know this. . .God wi l l  g ive you what you need but  i t  is  v i ta l ly  important  
to f low wi th Him and whoever He appoints to help you. The th ing I  want to touch 
on today is that  many t imes you may be doing a certa in th ing and God sees that  
i t  is  t ime for  you to move on in His plan.  You have not  fa i led.  You have 
blossomed in that  part icular  th ing and He is just  ready to use you in another 



area. 

  

  

Last  week my four year o ld granddaughter and I  were in my f lower garden 
together.  Her exci tement about a l l  my pret ty red and yel low f lowers was so dear.  
I t  seemed l ike those were the only ones that  she wanted to water.  I  t r ied to get  
her to water the ones that  were budding and somewhat bor ing looking but  I  kept  
hear ing,  "No Grandma, I  want to water the pret ty yel low and red f lowers."  I  let  
her go because I  knew she did not  understand. I  proceeded wi th weeding and 
some of  my Dahl ia were needing deadheaded so I  cut  of f  one of  the "pret ty red 
ones"  and threw i t  in my weed pi le.  Deadheading refers to the removal  of  dead 
or spent f lowers ei ther to encourage more f lower ing or to improve the general  
appearance of  the plant .  Most annuals and many perennials wi l l  cont inue to 
bloom throughout the growing season i f  deadheaded. I t  is  just  a needful  th ing i f  
you want the beauty and benef i ts  in your garden. 

  

  

L i t t le Mar issa glanced over and not iced that  pret ty red f lower in the weed pi le 
and ran to i t  and was so upset that  I  cut  i t  and threw i t  away. She ran over and 
picked i t  up and held i t  careful ly  in her l i t t le hand and glanced at  my garden 
deciding she had her own plans for  the bloom. She said,  "Here Grandma, I  lay i t  
here."  She gent ly la id in on the ground face up wi th some marigolds that  were 
blooming. Again,  I  lef t  i t  there because I  knew she would not  understand but  yet  
the Lord began to speak to me how we too can be gui l ty  of  t ry ing to hold onto 
certa in th ings that  have been f ru i t fu l  in the past  but  He desires that  we bud and 
bloom in another area of  our l i fe.  He is desir ing that  we move on to new seasons 
and that  may consist  of  walk ing away f rom one th ing and facing new 
chal lenges.   Yet we too wi l l  t ry to hold on to " the pret ty f lowers" that  once were 
blooming in our l ives not  wi l l ing to let  them go and move on. 

  

  

I  th ink that  th is is  an appropr iate scr ipture to share along wi th everything 
else. . . "There is an appointed t ime for  everything.  And there is a t ime for  every 
event under heaven"—Ecclesiastes 3:  NASB 

  

  

You know that  s ince that  I  popped that  red Dahl ia of f  that  p lant  looks so bor ing 
and blah because i t  has not  b loomed one more f lower but  yet  there are many 



buds al l  over i t  just  wai t ing for  i t 's  appointed t ime to open up.  So i t  is  in our 
l ives.  Many t imes there may be t ime and distance between us moving out  of  one 
area into another before we see what God is working in us.  We wi l l  a l l  face t imes 
of  wai t ing and seeking Him before we may see f ru i t  and blossoming but  we need 
to just  bel ieve that  He knows exact ly what He is t ry ing to accompl ish in our 
l ives.  Tomorrow I  p lan to share a personal  test imony of  my own that  perta ins to 
God moving me in di f ferent  d i rect ions in my l i fe.  I  pray your day wi l l  be blessed 
as you look to Him. 

  

Tuesday, May 21st 

  

"Seeing Things From A Godly Perspective" 

by Dona Hake 

  

My heart  is  touched as I  have been fo l lowing the news  regarding the 
devastat ion caused by the tornadoes in Oklahoma. I  have been th inking how 
one's wor ld can be turned upside down wi th very l i t t le not ice.  Before I  sat  down 
to dinner they said there was a school  in Moore,  OK ful l  of  smal l  chi ldren 
t rapped inside and bur ied under the rubble.  My heart  was so touched just  
th inking about how terr i f ied those l i t t le chi ldren must be and the fear their  
parents must be going through. I  was so blessed when they f inal ly  reported that  
every chi ld was safely pul led f rom the rubble.  I  fe l t  so much joy for  these 
chi ldren and parents as they were shar ing amazing images of  parents carry ing 
their  chi ldren in their  arms  af ter  they were pul led out  f rom the rubble.  Their  
expressions were pr iceless.  I t  was an incredible feel ing to see their  faces fu l l  of  
joy as they were safe in their  mommy or daddy's arms. Unfortunately,  there wi l l  
be those that  wi l l  not  be shar ing a happy ending to th is day.  As they were 
interv iewing  one woman that  lost  her  home they had asked her,  "What do you 
need and how can people help you in th is t ime ?" With tears running down her 
face and her voice  shaky she exclaimed that  the only th ing that  was lef t  
s tanding was the bathroom in her home but everything else was gone. "Al l  my 
animals are gone. My car is  gone. I  cannot reach my parents because the cel l  
phones in th is area are congested.   Please, i f  you know me and you know my 
parents,  te l l  them I  am okay" She fur ther excla imed, " I  don' t  even know where I ' l l  
s leep tonight ."  My heart  was so sad to hear her in such helplessness and also 
because there are probably so many in th is same predicament.  

  

  

Many t imes as I  see and hear th ings l ike th is I  quest ion my own heart  and I  ask 



how I  would handle such a th ing.  You know we can say what we would do but  
unt i l  we walk in those shoes you just  do not  know. You never know what is  in 
you unt i l  the pressure is put  on.  One th ing I  do know is that  any indiv idual  that  
goes through a devastat ing t ragedy is never the same again.   They are ei ther 
stronger than before or  they become bi t ter .  I t  is  a l l  how they walk through i t .  

  

  

I  recent ly spoke wi th an indiv idual  that  walked through a l i fe threatening disease 
and they are f ree f rom i t  now. As th is indiv idual  shared wi th me the one th ing 
that  stood out  the most was when he exclaimed ,  "Now I  see everything in a 
di f ferent  perspect ive."  This indiv idual  impl ied that  the th ings that  seemed 
important  before  just  d id not  hold the same value.  This person was exper iencing 
a new appreciat ion for  what was real ly  important  in h is l i fe.   His perspect ive was 
changed because he walked a path he never t raveled before. 

  

  

In the midst  of   your day I  would encourage you  to stop and do a checkup on 
your perspect ive.  Are you seeing th ings f rom the eyes of  fa i th? Are you seeing 
th ings f rom a heart  of  thankfulness? Are you giv ing thanks for  those l i t t le th ings 
that  can be taken for  granted.  Be thankful  that  you have a roof  over your head, 
c lean water to dr ink,  a warm bed to s leep in,  food to eat ,  and you feel  safe.  
Think about those that  are not  as for tunate as you and I  would ask that  you ask 
God to remind you to pray for  these people that  have been af fected by 
th is t ragedy.   Ask the Lord to put  laborers in their  paths to minister  to them, and 
that  the God of  a l l  comfort  would minister  to their  hearts and heal  them of  
physical  in jur ies as wel l  as the emot ional  t rauma  and that  they would 
exper ience His restorat ion in the midst  of  losing so much. 

God bless you and remember to ask Him to help you see as He sees! 

  

  

Monday, May 20th 

 "The Ult imate Light" 

by Dona Hake 

  

Oh how blessed i t  is  to know that  He is wi th us in the "night  seasons" of  our 
l ives.  Even in our t imes when i t  seems dark He knows exact ly what is  going on.  



Al low Him to lead the way, a l low Him to speak to you along the way.  

  

  

So let  me ask you th is. . .Are there t imes you get  into your own abi l i ty  when you 
are feel ing a bi t  anxious? Do you star t  to depend on your own smarts to get  you 
through? Let  us remember that  God's way wi l l  somet imes be very di f ferent  than 
our way. His thoughts are higher than our thoughts and we need to set  aside al l  
of  our knowledge and any of  our opinions that  you can real ly  see c lear ly what is  
going on in the spir i t .  

  

  

I  would l ike to share th is story that  I  shared many years ago wi th my Ladies 
Fel lowship.  I t  is  cal led "Col l is ion Course."  This is  a great  analogy to ponder in 
l ight  of  staying in tune wi th God when your v is ion may be hindered because your 
path is  dark and foggy.  

  

"COLLISION COURSE" 

  

This was a conversat ion between a US naval  ship and Canadian author i tes of f  
the coast  of  Newfoundland in late 1995. 

  

CANADIANS: "Please divert  your course 15 degrees to the south to avoid a 
col l ison."  

  

Americans:  "Recommend YOU divert  YOUR course 15 degrees to the north to 
avoid a col l is ion."  

  

CANADIANS: "Negat ive.  YOU wi l l  have to divert  your course 15 degrees to the 
south to avoid a col l is ion."  

  

Americans:  "This is  the captain of  a US Navy ship.  I  say again,  d ivert  YOUR 
course."  

  



CANADIANS: "No, I  say again,  YOU divert  YOUR course.  

  

Americans:  "This is  the Aircraf t  Carr ier  US LINCOLN, the second largest  ship in 
the Uni ted States At lant ic Fleet .  We are accompanied wi th three Destroyers,  
three Cruisers and numerous support  vessels.  I  DEMAND that  YOU change your 
course 15 degrees north.  I  say again,  that 's  one-f ive degrees north,  or  counter 
measures wi l l  be undertaken to ensure the safety of  th is ship.  

  

CANADIANS: "This is  a l ighthouse. Your cal l  ! ! ! "  

  

I  do not  know who wrote the above t ranscr ipt  and whether i t  is  t rue or a joke.  
Nevertheless,  i t  is  a lesson in t ruth and l i fe.  

  

  

There are t imes that  we need to change our course in accordance to the Word of  
the Lord.  His Word is the highest  author i ty yet  many t imes we chal lenge i t  wi th 
our opinions or how we are feel ing about th ings.  I t  is  those t imes that  we do not  
heed to His instruct ion that  we can end up wi th disastrous resul ts.  Al l  because 
we did not  pay at tent ion and heed to God. No matter  how smar t  and strong you 
are you can get  hurt  and you can make terr ib le mistakes al l  because you wanted 
to do i t  your own way. 

  

Somet imes in the night  seasons, th ings can appear to be in our way but  they 
they real ly  are not .  The fact  is  that  you are on the wrong path.  I  see God's Word 
as that  " l ighthouse" being the l ight  we need when we face stormy seas and we 
need to know that  we are heading toward the shores of  certa inty and that  
knowing that  we wi l l  arr ive safely.  

  

  

I  encourage you to l is ten to His voice and heed i t  as the highest  author i ty as you 
purpose in your heart  to serve Him. God bless you and have a wonderful  day in 
Him! 

  

  



  

Sunday, May 19, 2013 

  

GOD'S WORD-A LIGHT TO US IN THE NIGHT 

by Dona Hake 

  

I  would l ike to share a l i t t le b i t  more about "He leads me in paths of  
r ighteousness for  His Name's sake."  What b lessed assurance we have in 
knowing that  God NEVER leaves us,  He NEVER forsakes us and He promises to 
give us direct ion every day that  we wake up to a new day!  God is so good and so 
fa i thfu l .  

  

  

Have you had those t imes though that  even when you know He is c lose by your 
s ide you quest ion yoursel f . . . "Am I  doing al l  that  God wants me to do?.. .Am I  in 
His perfect  wi l l? There may have been t imes where th ings seem a bi t  unclear 
about a step you are to make or possibly a major change is coming and you 
real ly  need to know in your heart  that  you are making the r ight  decis ion.  

  

  

I  want to share two di f ferent  scr iptures wi th you for  you to medi tate on relat ive 
to th is.  His Word says in Psalm 119:105 "Your word is l ike a lamp that  guides my 
steps,  a l ight  that  shows the path I  should take."  (Easy to Read Version) There 
are two di f ferent  ways we can v iew th is scr ipture and that  is  we l ive in a wor ld of  
darkness and uncerta inty and praise God that  we serve Him and His Word is the 
that  L ight  that  we need everyday to walk in His wi l l .  Another aspect  of  th is 
scr ipture is  I  bel ieve that  there are t imes in our l i fe that  the answers we need 
may seem afar of f .  Many t imes when we are exper iencing changes or unforeseen 
th ings that  take us of f  guard we can have a hard t ime focusing.  

  

  

In l ight  of  what I  just  said,  let  us look at  another scr ipture f rom the Word of  God. 
I t  is  Psalm 16:7 (Ampl i f ied) "  I  wi l l  b less the Lord,  Who has given me counsel ;  
yes,  my heart  instructs me in the night  seasons." 



  

  

I  see a "night  season" being a t ime that  th ings may seem unclear and you cannot 
see what is  up ahead. Just  as winter ,  spr ing,  summer and fa l l  come and go 
where I  l ive,  so do the "night  seasons" of  our l i fe.  They come and they go and as 
the old saying goes,  " th is too shal l  pass."  Jesus said that  we wi l l  have t r ia ls and 
t r ibulat ions and we are not supposed to al low ourselves to be t roubled.  Let  us 
remind ourselves that  just  because i t  seems as i f  you cannot see ahead does not  
mean there is not  an answer for  your s i tuat ion.  Please al low me to speak 
blunt ly. . .p lease, p lease, p lease.. .when you are in the midst  of  a s i tuat ion that  
may seem dark and uncerta in,  NEVER say,  "where is God in al l  of  th is?" My 
heart  cr inges when I  hear a bel iever say such a th ing  because the very thought 
impl ies that  your God is not  fa i thfu l .  We know He is fa i thfu l  and that 's  that ! !  

  

  

I  encourage you today that  as you are fa i thfu l  to feed on God's Word and stay 
rooted deep in Him that  when "night  seasons" come the Word of  God that  you 
have planted wi l l  begin to r ise up wi th in you and your steps wi l l  be i l luminated 
as you take one step at  a t ime upon His command. Stay in fa i th,  stay in His 
presence, stay in the moment wi th Him. One step at  a t ime He promises to hold 
your hand t ight ly and walk through those "night  seasons" wi th you. God is good 
and He is fa i thfu l .  Praise His Holy Name! 

  

Saturday, May 18th 

'HE GUIDES ME IN RIGHT PATHS" 
by Dona Hake 

  

He leadeth me in paths of  r ighteousness sake. The word * leadeth* is  more 
imply ing a dr iv ing for th according to the Hebrew translat ion of  th is word.  
Somet imes we al l  need to be dr iven by someone  in order that  we reach our 
goals.  We as people can be l ike sheep for  they can be stubborn and go their  own 
way. Somet imes we can al l  be l ike the chi ld that  just  goes f rom one th ing to the 
next  and we fa i l  in maintain ing our goals and focus.   Chi ldren need to be dr iven 
and constant ly reminded to do the r ight  th ing and even though we are al l  grown 
up we too need to be reminded to stay focused in doing the r ight  th ing in our 
walk wi th the Lord. . .we need to stay c lose to Him that  we w i l l   walk in the paths 
of  upr ightness for  His Name's sake. 



  

  

As I  was th inking about the scr ipture "He leadeth me in paths of  r ighteousness 
for  His Names sake" I  began to ask mysel f  these quest ions and I  encourage you 
to also th ink about these quest ions:  *Do I  walk beside Him or do I  run ahead of  
Him? *Are there t imes I  just  stand st i l l  and refuse to walk in the way that  He has 
set  before me? *When He speaks to me to change up my plans for  the day,  do I  
resist  or  obey? 

  

God wel ls knows each of  us.  He knows our stubborn s ide,  He understands our 
weaknesses and He understands our fears.  He knows al l  too wel l  that  th is p lays 
a major part  in us staying on His path and walk ing c losely beside Him.  I  
wi l l   ment ion  that  He understands and He has provided a means for  us to r ise 
above anything that  would hinder us f rom doing the r ight  th ing.  I t  is  important  
that  we keep our minds renewed to why we are here on th is earth.  We are cal led 
to be a l ight  in a wor ld of  darkness,  and only God knows how to make you shine 
for  Him and the sake of  His Name.   Each of  us  are al l  fearfu l ly  and wonderful ly  
made and we  have a unique path to walk,   i t  is  cal led His perfect  wi l l .  

  

We have seen from the past  devot ional  that  our God is fa i thfu l  to br ing us the 
strength that  we need. He restores us as He stands us back up on our feet  when 
our souls are cast  down. Now we see that  He wi l l  dr ive us for th in the r ight  
d i rect ion for  His Name sake. I  leave you wi th the scr ipture below from the New 
Liv ing Translat ion.  Psalm 23:3 "He renews my strength.  He guides me along 
r ight  paths,  br inging honor to his name."  

  

  

Today I  encourage you to keep your feet  on the r ight  path.  Ask yoursel f  of ten i f  
your words and deeds are br inging honor to His Name. God is good and He is 
fa i thfu l  to cont inue to walk along s ide of  us on th is wonderful  path cal led His 
perfect  wi l l !  Be blessed th is day as you serve Him. 

  

  

  

  

  



Friday, May 17th 

  

"My God Is the Lifter of My Soul" 

by Dona Hake Yesterday I  shared a Psalm where David was speaking to his own 
soul .  Today I  want to review that  and also go back to looking at  how David was 
using a term that  shepherds use about their  sheep. The term is "cast  down" and 
the scr ipture is  Psalm 43:5 King James Version.  "Why art  thou cast  down, O my 
soul? and why art  thou disquieted wi th in me? hope in God: for  I  shal l  yet  praise 
him, who is the heal th of  my countenance, and my God."  A "cast"  sheep is such 
a sad and pathet ic s ight  to see. When the shepherd f inds i t  th is way i t  is  ly ing on 
i ts  back wi th i ts  feet  in the air .  The poor th ings lays there and f rant ical ly  
struggles to stand up but  wi thout success.  Somet imes i t  wi l l  b leat  for  help but  
usual ly wi l l  just  lay there t ry ing i ts  best  to get  back up and is f r ightened and 
f rustrated.  I f  the shepherd does not  get  there on t ime the sheep wi l l  d ie.  

  

  

This is  how a sheep ends up in a "cast"  posi t ion.   The sheep is e i ther fat  or  her 
f leece is very  heavy.   A sheep wi th long f leece wi l l  l ie  down comfortably in 
some depression in the ground and may rol l  over to re lax.  The center of  gravi ty 
in the body shi f ts  so that  i t  ro l ls  on i ts  back far  enough that  the feet  cannot 
touch the ground. As the sheep l ies there struggl ing,  gases begin to bui ld up in 
i ts  rumen, and th is in turn cuts of f  b lood c i rculat ion to extremit ies of  the body 
especial ly  the legs.  

  

  

Phi l l ip  Kel ler  shared in his book "A Shepherd's Look at  Psalm 23" that  there 
would be t imes that  he would spend hours searching for  a s ingle sheep that  was 
missing.  More of ten than not  he would see at  a distance one ly ing helpless on i ts  
back in a "cast"  posi t ion.  He said he would run as fast  as he could toward i t  for  
every minute was cr i t ical .  There would be two feel ings he exper ienced and they 
were a sense of  fear and joy:  fear i t  might  be too late;  joy that  is  was found at  
a l l .  When he reached the sheep he would tender ly ro l l  i t  on i ts  s ide and l i f t  i t  
back up to i ts  feet .  He would rub the sheep's l imbs to restore the c i rculat ion and 
that  of ten took awhi le.  When the sheep would go to walk she would of ten 
stumble,  stagger and col lapse. L i t t le by l i t t le the sheep would regain i ts  
equi l ibr ium and star t  to walk steadi ly  and surely.  

  

  



What a beaut i fu l  analogy of  t imes in our l i fe when our Great Shepherd  f inds us 
f lat  on our backs because our soul  is  cast  down. We al l  have faced those t imes 
of  d iscouragement and the ef fects i t  has brought to our soul .  I t  is  only Jesus that  
is  able to gent ly l i f t  us up and hold us wi th His strong and loving arms unt i l  we 
can stand spir i tual ly  strong again.   He total ly  understands because He ident i f ies 
wi th us in every th ing that  perta ins to th is l i fe and i t  is  as we seek Him for  
wisdom that  we learn f rom the exper ience. We need to be a l iv ing test imony to 
the wor ld that  God is the only hope over d iscouragement in ones heart .   Our God 
IS the l i f ter  of  our soul  and the heal th of  our countenance. Tomorrow we wi l l  
look at  the second part  of  Psalm 23:3. . . "He leads me in paths of  r ighteousness 
for  His Name's sake."  I  cannot help to connect that  af ter  He stands  us back on 
our feet  that  we wi l l  be more eager than ever to stay c lose by Him in order that  
we can stay on the r ight  path.   I  hope th is b lessed your heart  and I  pray that  
your day wi l l  be blessed. 

  

  

Thursday, May 16th 

  

"Why Am I  Discouraged & Why Am I  Restless?" 

By Dona Hake 

  

Today we move on to Psalm 23:3 "He restores my soul . . . "  For the past  few days 
I  have shared about we as sheep being led by the st i l l  waters.  I  shared 
regarding what can happen when the storms of  l i fe h i t  and we are taken of f  
guard.  I f  you did not  read those devot ionals I  s t rongly urge you to scrol l  down to 
the most recent few days.  These devot ionals wi l l  help you appreciate today's in 
a greater way.There are those t imes in the midst  of  the storm that  
d iscouragement wi l l  h i t  your soul  and  br ing you to an al l  t ime low. Your heart  
absolutely needs the restorat ion of  your Great Shepherd.  Your heart  feels 
rest less because you know deep down this is  not  the way to be feel ing as a 
v ictor ious Chr ist ian.  We need to remind ourselves that  Jesus ident i f ies wi th 
everything we walk through. The fo l lowing is a port ion of  scr ipture f rom Psalm 
42:11 taken f rom the Contemporary Engl ish Version:  

  

"Why am I  d iscouraged? Why am I  rest less? I  t rust  you!  And I  wi l l  praise you 
again because you help me, and you are my God."  

  



David was speaking to himsel f  and quest ioning himsel f  why was his heart  so 
cast  down. Have you ever had those t imes where you go round and round in your 
mind wi th quest ions about why you are feel ing the way you are? You are 
exper iencing discouragement and you know al l  too wel l  that  you need to lay 
aside th is h indrance and move on in the race that  God has set  before you.   I t  is  
those t imes that  we need to re lease our fa i th in God  because He has every 
answer that  you need. He wi l l  br ing you out  of  d iscouragement and He wi l l  s t i l l  
your soul .  Let 's  look at  a story f rom Mark about a t ime where Jesus'  d iscip les 
were scared and their  s i tuat ion looked hopeless yet  Jesus showed Himsel f  
fa i thfu l  in the midst  of  hopelessness.  

  

Mark 4:36-41 (Easy to Read Version)  

So they lef t  the crowd behind and went wi th Jesus in the boat he was already in.  
There were also other boats that  went wi th them. A very bad wind came up on 
the lake.  The waves were coming over the s ides and into the boat,  and i t  was 
almost fu l l  of  water.  Jesus was inside the boat,  s leeping wi th his head on a 
pi l low. The fo l lowers went and woke him. They said,  “Teacher,  don’ t  you care 
about us? We are going to drown!”  

Jesus stood up and gave a command to the wind and the water.  He said,  “Quiet !  
Be st i l l ! ”  Then the wind stopped, and the lake became calm.  He said to his 
fo l lowers,  “Why are you afra id? Do you st i l l  have no fa i th?” They were very 
afra id and asked each other,  “What k ind of  man is th is? Even the wind and the 
water obey him!”  This scr ipture has come to my heart  and mind many t imes when 
th ings in my l i fe seemed confusing or I  was disturbed. I  want you to th ink about 
how you carry the Lord Jesus Chr ist  wi th in you and you are His temple.  Just  as 
Jesus was in that  boat,  He l ives wi th in your heart .  When the "winds" of  
confusion and discouragement come out of  no where ask Jesus to stand up 
wi th in you, speak His Name and see your stormy sea come to a calm in your 
spir i t .  Know that  as you speak to the storm He wi l l  be along s ide of  you to br ing 
every bi t  of  wisdom and strength you need and He wi l l  br ing complete 
restorat ion to you that  you can cont inue to walk in Him victor iously.  

  

God bless you th is day as you know that  He is wel l  able to be your Del iverer 
f rom any s i tuat ion and the Restorer of  your soul .  

  

  
  

May 15th 

"How you see the storm is how you face i t" 



  

by Dona Hake I  shared yesterday how there wi l l  be t imes that  you are standing 
by the rest fu l  waters wi th the Lord and then there wi l l  be those t imes that  the 
"storms" of  th is l i fe take us by surpr ise.  Most people do not  l ike the 
unpredictable and they fear the unknown. I  th ink i t  is  important  to real ize that  as 
we go through storms and we choose to face them with the r ight  at t i tude we wi l l  
come out a stronger person when i t  is  over.  Dol ly  Parton put  i t  th is way:  "The 
way I  see i t ,  i f  you want the rainbow, you gotta put  up wi th the rain."  

  

  

Thought I  would share th is exper ience of  mine because i t  goes along wi th the 
point  that  I  am try ing to make.  I  can remember a part icular  couple that  I  was 
photographing for  their  engagement pictures.  They were coming f rom qui te a 
distance to meet wi th me. They were dr iv ing for  a good hour and they had made 
hotel  arrangements to stay in York.    I t  was a beaut i fu l  day but  about th i r ty 
minutes before the session there was a report  that  a bad  storm was going to hi t .  
I  wi l l  admit  i t  made me a bi t  nervous so I  contacted them and sure enough they 
were on their  way. They were want ing to st i l l  go ahead wi th i t  as long as I  was 
wi l l ing.  I  took extra umbrel las for  us just  in case the weathermen got i t  r ight  th is 
t ime. 

  

  

When  the couple and I  f inal ly  met up the skies began to get  super dark wi th in 
minutes.  I  can st i l l  remember how there was a pavi l ion where we were meet ing 
so we ran under i t .  I  want to remind you that  th is was th is couple 's engagement 
session so i t  was very special  to them. Their  at t i tude was so great  because they 
bel ieved I  was going to get  good images of  them no matter  what.  They laughed 
and giggled the whole t ime that  i t  was pour ing down rain ing,  hai l ing,  thunder ing 
and l ightning.  We fel t  safe where we were but  ser iously I  was disappointed for  
them because I  had al l  of  these ideas how the session was going to go.  

  

  

I  fe l t  at  one point  to just  f low wi th the weather and we shot up my umbrel la and 
they cuddled together under i t  and I  got  some of  the coolest  romant ic shots for  
them. I  would say the images were very unique and they absolutely adored and 
ordered many of  those shots.  The storm cleared and we jumped in our cars and 
headed for  another locat ion and got  some more beaut i fu l  shots.  

  



  

I  can honest ly say that  i t  was a successful  session but  yet  another c l ient  could 
have got ten upset over the whole ordeal .  I  th ink what I  remember most wi th th is 
part icular  s i tuat ion was between their  at t i tude and mine we had expectancy yet  
we had no c lue how i t  was going to turn out .  We just  had fun and made the best  
of  i t .  I t  was al l  about how we viewed the c i rcumstances that  were facing us .  

  

That was just  a l i t t le story to help you connect wi th a t ruth.   We must purpose in 
our hearts how we are going to face storms and inconveniences in th is l i fe.  No 
matter  how mi ld or  severe,  remember Jesus knows the end and He knows you 
wel l .  He wi l l  walk wi th you through the storm and hold you c lose in those t imes 
that  fear t r ies to gr ip your heart  but  know this. . .He wi l l  never leave you!  

  

  

I  want to leave you wi th th is scr ipture today:  Romans 8:28 (NASB) "And we know 
that  God causes al l  th ings to work together for  good to those who love God, to 
those who are cal led according to His purpose."  Know that  as you keep your 
eyes on Jesus at  a l l  t imes He is wel l  able to take your s i tuat ions and turn them 
around to work for  His glory.  

  

  

May 14th 

  

"In the Calm and In the Storm, He Is With You" 
by Dona Hake 

  

I  feel  to spend more t ime on Psalm 23:2  "He leads me beside the st i l l  
waters". . . th is is  the one verse that  I  can always just  v isual ize in my mind. A 
beaut i fu l  sunny day,  wi th sheep standing at  the water that  their  good shepherd 
has led them to.  The water is  so st i l l  that  as they go to dr ink they can see their  
own  ref lect ion and beside their  ref lect ion they see the ref lect ion of   their  lov ing 
and car ing shepherd.   They dr ink in peace and they lay down to rest .  I  just  th ink 
i t  is  a very awesome scr ipture to medi tate upon. 

  

  



I t  is  wonderful  to dr ink f rom the st i l l  waters beside our Great Shepherd  yet  we 
al l  wel l  know that  some days we face rest less waters.   Today I  want to ta lk to 
you about when we as sheep face the storms of  th is l i fe.  There are those days 
that  you wake up to a beaut i fu l  sun shiny day and out  of  the l i teral  b lue the 
c louds rol l  in and the weathermen once again missed some detai ls  in the 
forecast .  The c louds rol l  in wi th darkness and al l  of  the sudden i t  just  star ts to 
pour down rain ing.  Somet imes there is just  no warning.  

  

  

We used to have a l i t t le dog named Beau and he was more predictable in h is 
forecasts of  bad weather ro l l ing in than the meteorologists on local  news! We 
usual ly knew hours before a storm would hi t  that  one was on i ts  way.  He would 
grow tense and rest less and unable to just  be his usual  sel f .  Beau's anxiety 
would cause him to pace about the house and we just  knew something was on 
i t 's  way.  When the storm hi t  especial ly  i f  there was thunder and l ightning he 
would pant,  t remble and there was absolutely no way to comfort  h im. 

  

  

Many t imes we too can just  feel  l ike something is wrong but  we cannot put  our 
f inger on i t .  You just  feel  l ike something is wrong or something has 
happened.    Instead of  react ing in a fearfu l  way we need to turn to Him and f ind 
out  what may be in the "brew" of  something in your l i fe or  one of  your loved ones 
or f r iends.  I t  is  in those t imes that  we real ly  t ry to stay keen to the Holy Spir i t  
because He is t ry ing to warn us that  something is up ahead. His Word te l ls  us 
that  He wi l l  show us th ings to come and we can expect  that .  Jesus said that  in 
th is wor ld YOU WILL have t r ibulat ions.  Many t imes I  feel  in my heart  that  
something is wrong and I  just  pray.  Somet imes I  may never know what i t  was 
and then there are t imes someone wi l l  say that  they were deal ing wi th something 
at  that  very t ime and they just  fe l t  the power of  prayer over them. 

  

  

Today I  want you to be encouraged by the fact  that  the Lord is wi th you whether 
a l l  is  going wel l  or  not  going wel l .    He walks beside you and He desires to 
speak to you about everything in your l i fe.  He is wi th you as you dr ink by the 
rest fu l  waters and He is there when the storms of  th is l i fe h i t ,  and bel ieve me 
they do hi t .  The King James version of  the verse I  am about to share says  that  
He gives us ALL that  perta ins to l i fe and godl iness.  The Easy to Read 
Translat ion says i t  th is way: 2 Peter 1:3 "Jesus has the power of  God. And his 
power has given us everything we need to l ive a l i fe devoted to God. We have 
these th ings because we know him. Jesus chose us by his g lory and 



goodness,"  I  am very exci ted about what I  shared wi th you today because I  feel  
l ike today's and tomorrow's devot ional  just  dropped r ight  f rom heaven into my 
heart  and to be given to you. Last  evening when I  came home I  was exhausted 
and just  wanted to go to bed and the Spir i t  of  God star ted to give me inspirat ion 
total ly  d i f ferent  f rom  what I  or ig inal ly  p lanned so I  just  began wr i t ing as fast  as 
i t  was coming. I  pray that  th is wi l l  go into your heart  and bless you th is day! 

  

  

 May 13th 

 

He Leads Me Beside the Sti l l  Waters 

by Dona Hake 

  

" . . .  He leads me beside the st i l l  and rest fu l  waters.  The good shepherd 
understands that  h is sheep have got  to have good water as part  of  their  intake to 
keep them hydrated and heal thy.  Because He understands their  fears he knows 
that  they wi l l  not  dr ink f rom moving water because they are afra id of  i t .  An 
interest ing fact  about sheep is for  them to go anywhere,  they must be led 
because they are fo l lowers.  They wi l l  not  go anywhere someone else has not  
gone f i rst  and shown them that  i t  is  safe.  I  see th is as a good th ing.  We too 
should look so di l igent ly for  the leading of  the Lord in a l l  we set  out  to do.  We 
should always have a knowing wi th in our hearts He is walk ing before us leading 
us on His wi l l .  Psalm 27:11 KJV "Teach me thy way, O Lord,  and lead me in a 
pla in path,  because of  mine enemies."  The enemy to a sheep could be 
predators,  dangerous terrain,  etc. . .  but  we are looking at  their  need for  f resh,  
c lean water.  There is good water and there is bad water.  Sheep are capable of  
walk ing up to a mud hole and dr inking f rom i t  and becoming very s ick.  They are 
not  very smart  and i t  could get  them into t rouble i f  they are not  fo l lowing their  
shepherd to the f resh,  safe water.  I f  a f lock of  sheep dr ink f rom an unsafe 
source they can end up wi th al l  k inds of  internal  parasi tes and disease. This 
reminds me that  i f  we do not  maintain our convict ions of  the Word of  God how 
we too can end up "dr inking" of  harmful  th ings that  can harm us spir i tual ly .  I t  
must be so sad to God for  Him to see His sheep lose their  convict ions and 
bl indly fo l low someone that  goes back to "dr inking" f rom the ways of  the wor ld.  
We need to be careful  that  we know we are dr inking f rom Him, the source of  a l l  
our spir i tual  l i fe and strength.  

  

  



Our Great Shepherd desires to walk before us and lead us beside the st i l l  
waters.  He knows we need the waters of  the Spir i t  that  only come from Him. 
Phi l l ip Kel ler  says in his book,  "Al l  the long and complex history of  earth 's 
re l ig ions,  pagan worship,  and human phi losophy is bound up wi th an insat iable 
th i rst  for  God."  We must be sheep that  seek af ter  the l iv ing water of  Jesus 
Chr ist .  I  bel ieve God wants us to constant ly evaluate our l ives and know that  He 
is the only source f rom which we draw to sat isfy our hunger and quench our 
th i rst .  

  

  

John 4:14 (Easy-to-Read Version) But anyone who dr inks the water I  g ive wi l l  
never be th i rsty again.  The water I  g ive people wi l l  be l ike a spr ing f lowing 
inside them. I t  wi l l  br ing them eternal  l i fe. ”  Let us l ive as bel ievers that  are fu l l  
of  Jesus.  As we dr ink of  His water we wi l l  be content  and sat isf ied and that  
spr ing of  l iv ing waters wi th in us wi l l  be there to bless those around us that  need 
that  water as wel l .  I  encourage you to stop of ten today and dr ink by the "st i l l  
waters" wi th Him. He is able to keep our hearts quieted and our souls rested and 
refreshed as we look to Him at  a l l  t imes. Be blessed as you serve Him today!  

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~ 

May 12th 

  

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY! 

  

Today I  am pausing f rom "Psalm 23" to ref lect  on Mother 's Day. I f  you are a 
mother I  would l ike to wish you a very blessed Mother 's Day! I  encourage you to 
ref lect  on what a blessing your mother has been to you throughout your l i fe .  I f  
your mother was a godly inf luence on you, you should be so grateful .  For many 
of  you th is day can be somewhat painful  because your mother is  no longer al ive.  
I  want to encourage you to ref lect  on her l i fe and her love for  you.  Memories can 
always be kept a l ive in your heart  and they are sweet to th ink upon. There may 
be many of  you that  can test i fy  that  your mother was a prayer warr ior  and was a 
great  strength in your l i fe and in your home as you grew up. I  love the fo l lowing 
quote by Abraham Lincoln:  " I  remember my mother 's prayers and they have 
always fo l lowed me. They have c lung to me al l  my l i fe."  

  



  

What a precious and powerful  g i f t  we can give our chi ldren as we carry them in 
our hearts and pray for  them on a dai ly  basis.  No matter  i f  they are young or a l l  
grown up and marr ied,  they are st i l l  your chi ldren and you need to commit  
yoursel f  to pray for  them of ten.  Even though i t  is  Mother 's day I  a lways f ind 
mysel f  th inking about how precious my grandmothers were.  I  am sure there are 
many of  you that  have sweet memories of  your grandmothers as wel l .  I  know 
both of  my grandmothers prayed for  me di l igent ly at  t imes in my l i fe that  I  d id 
not  even know that  I  needed prayer.  My l i fe was t ransformed by the power of  
Jesus Chr ist  when I  was eighteen years old,  and I  am thankful  that  they 
persevered in prayer for  me. The prayers of  a r ighteous woman avai l  much! I  
love Abraham Lincoln 's quote because we too have prayers that  have fo l lowed 
us.  Our l i fe is  f ru i t fu l  because someone else was on their  knees for  us.  We 
should never forget  the prayers of  those that  were sown on our behal f .  I  pray 
that  you day wi l l  be blessed and I  look forward to shar ing wi th you 
tomorrow! Tomorrow I  wi l l  cont inue wi th Psalm 23:2 "He leads me beside st i l l  
waters." I  pray that  your day wi l l  be blessed as you hear His Word today! 

  

  

May 11th 

"He Feeds Me His Word And My Heart Is At Rest" 
by Dona Hake 

  

Today I  wi l l  share on the fourth and last  h indrance that  wi l l  keep a sheep from 
ly ing down and rest ing in a green pasture.  I t  is  the fear of  hunger.  In Palest ine 
where David wrote Psalm 23 i t  is  interest ing to ment ion at  th is point  that  where 
he kept h is f locks i t  was a dry,  brown, and sun-burned wasteland. Green 
pastures did not  just  happen, i t  was something that  was a product  of  t remendous 
labor by the car ing shepherd. 

  

The good shepherd knew that  is  was essent ia l  to have good green pastures 
because i t  was essent ia l  for  the matur ing l i t t le lambs and the ewes need lush 
green grass to maintain their  heavy mi lk f low. As sheep were surrounded by lush 
green grass and legumes they would f i l l  up quickly as they fed and then l ie down 
quiet ly  to rest  and ruminate.  When a sheep is ruminat ing he is chewing the grass 
over and over,  and then they quiet ly  and content ly lay down and rest  wi th the 
f lock.  

  



I  see the analogy that  we l ive in a wor ld that  wi thout Jesus i t  is  impossible to 
deal  wi th l i fe.  Without Jesus one can be very rest less because he has no source 
to sat isfy the needs of  h is soul .   This wor ld has nothing to of fer  us  because i t  is  
not  where we are to look for  our joy,  st rength and rest .  When people look for  
rest  and peace in th is wor ld their  soul  is  never sat isf ied.  There may be th ings 
that  make us happy but  we as bel ievers can only thr ive and grow spir i tual ly  as 
we look to the r ich Word of  God. His Word is our necessary food.  

  

I  bel ieve we have so much avai lable to us in th is day and age. First  of  a l l  we 
have the f reedom to go and worship and hear God's Word and we are blessed. 
As you hear the r ich Word of  God in church you need to make sure you are 
receiv ing i t  wi th meekness and gladness of  heart .  Si t  and ponder what you have 
heard.  Ask yoursel f ,  "how can I  apply th is to my l i fe?" Make a di l igent  ef for t  to 
s i t  and read His Word that  you wi l l  be fu l l  of  t ruth and growing spir i tual ly .  As we 
medi tate upon his Word i t  is  l ike a sheep ruminat ing the f resh fo l iage.   As we 
medi tate upon God's Word we too are ponder ing over and over that  which we 
have read or heard.  The Word wi l l  cause blessings and benef i ts  to f low from 
your spir i tual  being.  Medi tat ion upon God's Word wi l l  cause you to f ind rest  and 
contentment  because your spir i t  is  being sat isf ied by the l iv ing Word of  God. 

  

We need to be careful  at  a l l  t imes that  we are feeding upon al l  of  God's gracious 
blessings in His Word or your spir i tual  heal th wi l l  weaken. You wi l l  be a rest less 
Chr ist ian lacking in His peace and strength.  As we cont inue in His Word we wi l l  
be a content  people that  are able to l ie down in His green pastures.  I  wi l l  
cont inue wi th Psalm 23 on Monday. Tomorrow I  have a special  word for  you 
regarding the blessing of  being a mother and recognize  a l l  the special  mothers 
that  are your f r iends in your l i fe.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~ 

May 10 

"The Watchful Shepherd Knows All  Things About You" 
by Dona Hake 

 
We cont inue to look at  the hindrances which wi l l  keep a sheep from laying down 
in the green pastures and be at  peace and rest .  I  wi l l  review those hindrances:  

  

*The sheep must be f ree f rom fear *They must be f ree f rom any f r ic t ion wi th 
others in the f lock *Parasi tes and f l ies wi l l  torment them and they cannot be st i l l  



and lay down *They must be f ree f rom hunger Today we wi l l  look at  how the 
torment of  parasi tes and other insects keep sheep in a state of  unrest  .  The 
good shepherd of  a f lock of  sheep wi l l  a lways aim to keep his f lock quiet ,  
content  and at  peace. When these sheep are tormented by these pests i t  is  
l i teral ly  impossible for  them to l ie down and rest .  The sheep wi l l  just  stay on 
their  feet  and stomp their  legs and shake their  heads.  Somet imes they wi l l  even 
run into a bush for  re l ief  f rom the pests.  The good shepherd inspects them dai ly 
and keeps a di l igent  eye over their  sk in and wool .  He is watchful  and wi l l  apply 
var ious types of  insect  repel lents to stay on the prevent ive s ide. 

  

 
Simi lar ly in the Chr ist ian l i fe we too are bound to get  "bugged" about th ings.  As 
long as we are on th is earth we are going to have f rustrat ions and upsett ing 
c i rcumstances.  We too have a Good Shepherd that  watches over us and knows 
us inside and out .  He knows your weaknesses and He understands what 
f rustrates and bugs us.  Even though He sees and knows al l  about us,  we must 
come to Him dai ly  and speak to Him and hear His voice and hear His gent le,  
car ing instruct ion.  As we come before Him and lay our hearts open to Him, He 
can minister  to us that  which we need to be f ree f rom the torments of  th is wor ld.  

  

 
The main point  I  want to make in th is devot ional  is  that  we need to be open and 
honest wi th ourselves when th ings are bother ing us.  When we come humbly 
before God we can ask Him to help us.  We cannot t ry to h ide what bothers us 
because He sees i t  even before we do.  I  want to share Psalm 139:23 and I  
wanted to share two that  I  real ly  thought were good:  

 
Easy-to-Read Version -   "God, examine me and know my mind. Test  me and 
know al l  my worr ies."  

 
The Message -  " Invest igate my l i fe,  O God, f ind out  everything about me; Cross-
examine and test  me, get  a c lear p icture of  what I ’m about;  See for  yoursel f  
whether I  have done anything wrong— then guide me on the road to eternal  l i fe."  

 
  

 
The Holy Spir i t  is  a l l  about br inging comfort ,  peace and strength to us but  we 
must acknowledge our need for  help and be wi l l ing to repent i f  need be.  I  bel ieve 
that  when we expose ourselves open and honest ly that  God wi l l  be fa i thfu l  to 



br ing us heal ing and He wi l l  help us deal  wi th anything that  is  keeping us f rom 
total  rest  in our hearts.  I  encourage you today to lay your heart  open to Him and 
al low Him to inspect  your heart  and mind. Let  Him reveal  to you that  which you 
need and expect  the rest  and comfort  of  the Holy Spir i t  to make you to l ie down 
in His green pastures. 

  

Devot ionals below are al l  archived and l is ted by most recent date.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~ 

  

  

 
May 9th 

"His Presence Causes Me To Lie Down and Rest" 

by Dona Hake 

 
Yesterday I  stated the four th ings that  sheep deal  wi th that  would keep from 
ly ing   down in his pastures.  The f i rst  h indrance was that   a sheep must be f ree 
f rom fear.  I  encourage you that  i f  your missed that  devot ional  to scrol l  down and 
read i t .  I t  is  r ight  below this devot ional .  We wi l l  look at  the second one today 
which is the sheep in the f lock.  The author of  "A Shepherd's Look at  Psalm 23" 
noted that  among sheep there is a "but t ing order"  and th is can cause a 
rest lessness hinder ing them from ly ing down in the pasture.  One female wi l l  f ight  
for  the best  grazing spot and th is causes the rest  of  the f lock to be very tense. 
edgy,  d iscontent  and rest less.  I  see an analogy to th is and that  is  as we are 
obedient  to f low wi th whatever God has cal led us to do we WILL be content .  We 
never have to "but t"  in l ine for  the good th ings that  God has for  us or  for  posi t ion 
wi th in His Kingdom.    I  personal ly feel  very uneasy when I  am discerning that  
someone's mot ives are wrong t  and they are pushing for  a posi t ion 
or  recogni t ion in the Kingdom of  God. Bel ieve me, there is enough out there for  
a l l  of  us to do.  When your heart  is  humble before God you wi l l  be content  and 
relaxed wi th the tasks He sets before You.  He has a very special  task for  each 
of  us!  

  

 
I  would l ike to ment ion at  th is point  that  when there is content ion and lack of  
agreement in your midst  you wi l l  a lways f ind an uneasiness in your heart .  Any 



t ime there is unrest ,  st r i fe or  confusion in the midst  of  a church,  God's people 
wi l l  be hindered. In the book of  James he says that  where there is envy and 
str i fe there is confusion and every evi l  work.  I t  is  a very sad th ing to me to see 
conf l ic ts or  d iv is ions among God's people.  I  th ink of  how sad God's heart  must 
be when He sees th is.  God great ly desires that  His people l ive and f low together 
in peace and uni ty.  

  

 
The analogy of  f r ic t ion among the sheep can help us see that  when there is 
d isagreement between you and a brother or  s ister  in Chr ist  or  th ings are not  
r ight  in your home that  i t  real ly  af fects your heart  and mind. I t  wi l l  af fect  how 
you hear the voice of  the Lord.  The lack of  peace in your heart  and mind wi l l  
make you a very rest less person therefore your joy wi l l  not  be there,  and your 
d iscernment wi l l  be dul l .  This type of  h indrance wi l l  keep you f rom receiv ing the 
dai ly  wisdom and direct ion you need to walk through a day in th is l i fe,  and you 
wi l l  turn to your own abi l i ty  to do i t .  

  

 
Now I  wi l l  go back to shar ing about the  sheep and the issue of  "but t ing order"  in 
a sheepfold.  The author stated in h is book that  when the shepherd would show 
up whi le any sheep were showing dominance that  a l l  compet i t ion was put to a 
stop.  As I  ref lect  on th is I  see that  as we make a conscious ef for t  to be aware of  
the presence of  Jesus in our midst  we wi l l  be constant ly  aware of  His loving 
voice and direct ion in our l ives.  When we look to Him and keep our hearts open 
to Him, we wi l l  s tay in a place of  humi l i ty .  When we are in a place of  humi l i ty ,  we 
WILL have rest  and contentment in our soul  therefore we can l ie down in His 
pasture in our t ime of  need. 

  

 
Today I  encourage you to declare in your heart  "Lord you make me to l ie down in 
Your green pastures!  I  love your presence Lord and I  want to walk c losely to 
You. As I  walk hand in hand wi th you, my heart  wi l l  be rested and refreshed."  
Hope your day is rest fu l ,  refreshing and blessed as you walk wi th Him!  

NOTE: 
(ARCHIVED DEVOTIONALS ARE BELOW THIS DEVOTIONAL BY MOST 
RECENT DATE) 
  

  



~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~ 

 
Wednesday, May 8,  2013 

 
"He Makes Me To Lie Down In Green Pastures" 

by Dona Hake 

 
Today we wi l l  look at  Psalm 23:2 and I  would l ike to share some natural  facts 
about sheep that  wi l l  help you appreciate th is scr ipture and gain deeper 
understanding as wel l .  Many years ago I  studied a book ent i t led "A Shepherds 
Look At Psalm 23" by Phi l l ip  Kel ler .  He expounded about so many natural  facts 
about sheep and the shepherd and th is gave me a deeper revelat ion of    Psalm 
23. As I  share I  wi l l  be referr ing to my notes f rom his book that  I  kept  f rom  when 
I  taught th is Psalm in our Ladies Fel lowship.  I t  has been over th i r ty years ago 
and i t  has been interest ing reviewing al l  the notes that  I  took.  

  

 
Let us begin th is devot ion recogniz ing the four requirements that  must be met 
for  a sheep to l ie down in green pastures.  They are the fo l lowing: 

 
*  they must be f ree f rom fear *  they must be f ree f rom fr ic t ion wi th others of  their  
own kind *  they cannot be tormented by f l ies or  parasi tes or  they cannot re lax *  
they must be f ree f rom hunger 

  

 
The wonderful  th ing to be noted about these four th ings is that  ONLY the 
shepherd can meet these needs for  h is sheep.In today's devot ional  I  wi l l  cover 
the f i rst  of  the four requirements The good and watchful  shepherd of  any f lock is 
watchful  and commit ted to care for  h is sheep 24/7.  The shepherd's love and care 
is v i ta l ly  important  for  a thr iv ing f lock of  sheep. I t  is  as the sheep learn to 
behave and l is ten to the shepherd's voice that  a l l  goes wel l  for  them. 

 
The f i rst  requirement is  being f ree f rom fear.  I  th ink about how we as the sheep 
of  His pasture are to l ive f ree f rom al l  fear.  Oh praise God, that  His Word te l ls  
us that  He has not  g iven us the spir i t  of  fear but  of  power and love and a sound 
mind!! ! !  I  love how the Easy to Read version has t ranslates i t :  2 Timothy 1:7 The 



Spir i t  that  God gave us does not  make us afraid.  His Spir i t  is  a source of  power 
and love and sel f -control .  

 
The loving,  good and k ind shepherd of  a f lock of  sheep understands how to br ing 
peace and calm to his f lock whenever needed. That shepherd understands the 
sheep of  h is fo ld,  he quiets their  fears in order that  they may l ie down and eat  
f rom lush green pastures.  Today I  encourage you to set  your s ights on your 
loving Shepherd and in the midst  of  the busy day wi th al l  i ts  pressures to stop 
and " l ie down" and enjoy al l  that  He has provided for  you.  Remind yoursel f  that  
you have not  been given a spir i t  of  fear.  In those t imes when fear t r ies to at tach 
i tsel f  to your heart  and mind look  to Him and al low Him to calm your fears.  

 
We are blessed as His people that  we have that  p lace in spir i t  to rest  our souls 
and weary minds.  We al l  know that  there are days where our physical  bodies 
grow t i red and our minds can become weary but  God has provided us a place to 
l ie down and receive His rest .  Rejoice in the wonderful ,  lov ing Shepherd that  you 
serve!  

NOTE: 
(archived devotionals are below this devotional by MOST RECENT date) 
  

  

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~ 

  

  

 
Devotional for  Monday, May 7,  2013 
  

"Your Shepherd Dil igently Watches Over You" 

(archived devot ionals are below this devot ional  by MOST RECENT date)  

 by Dona Hake 
I  lef t  you yesterday shar ing that  our Good Shepherd is watching you di l igent ly.  
He knows your every move. He knows what you are th inking before you do, He 
knows your l i fe f rom beginning to the  end. I  shared that  I  wi l l  be using 



i l lustrat ions of  a shepherd watching the f lock that  belong to him to help you 
grasp spir i tual  t ruths f rom Psalm 23. I  wi l l  a lso be shar ing some fun and 
interest ing stor ies about our German Shepherd dog, Aasha. I  can use no bet ter  
i l lustrat ion of  a watchful  animal  than our dog. Our Aasha comes from 
an  b loodl ine wi th an awesome history.  The grandfather of  Aasha's breeder 
began breeding German Shepherds back in World War I I .  He donated over 1,000 
of  h is dogs to be used in the mi l i tary.  Her bloodl ine is bred to work as a seeing 
eye dog, seizure aler t ,  search and rescue, and other pol ice work.  My husband 
and I  love th is breed so much and adore their  loyal ty,  protect iveness,  and 
their  keenness to their  surroundings.  There have been so many t imes that  we 
have been reminded of  the nature of  our Father God as we have seen her love 
and protect iveness in act ion.  

  

 
I  have watched Aasha si t  in our f ront  window, posi t ioned, wai t ing,  
watching. . . .eyes shi f t  the lef t ,  then to the r ight . . .she studies everything around 
our property inside and out .  She knows every chi ld on the block and she permits 
no other dog to set  foot  on her property wi thout having a f i t .  I f  there is anything 
di f ferent ,  her suspic ion level  goes over the top and the "s i rens" in her brain go 
wi ld.  These dogs are just  s imply amazing.  I  wi l l   be shi f t ing back and for th 
dur ing the devot ional  using Aasha as an example and how the at t r ibutes of  her 
nature wi l l  help you understand Psalm 23. 

  

 
I  bel ieve i t  would be good for  us to remind ourselves how the Lord watches us.  
His eyes are f ixed on us and  He watches us di l igent ly.  He does not  take His 
eyes of f  of  us EVER!!  He knows when you are in danger and wi l l  go to any 
length to speak to you and aler t  you of  problems ahead. He sees deep into the 
depths of  your soul  and is aware of  a l l  that  is  going on wi th in you. 

  

I  have a f r iend that  a lso loves to share her German Shepherd stor ies wi th me. 
She said when she was a young mother of  a toddler how her dog watched her 
chi ld l ike a hawk. One day that  chi ld star ted to wander of f  in their  backyard and 
the dog abrupt ly but  gent ly grabbed the back of  h is d iaper and drug him back to 
where he perceived to be the "safe place" of  their  yard.  I t  was so comical  
hear ing her share th is l i t t le story yet  once again I  am amazed at  how these dogs 
are so keen to  study and perceive when those they love are being threatened. 

  

  



As I  am shar ing th is I  am thinking of  many ways to go wi th th is.  I  th ink we can 
be the same as a l i t t le toddler .   There wi l l  be those t imes in l i fe that  we make 
wrong choices,  d isobey and we move to the wrong path.  The loving Shepherd 
wi l l  go to great  lengths to warn you and br ing you back to the r ight  p lace.  Many 
t imes in th is l i fe we al l  can get  of f  t rack and the consequences of  th is can vary 
accordingly.   I  encourage you to medi tate on how  the Lord is  watching over you 
and how you must purpose to keep your eyes on Him no matter  what.  We serve a 
watchful  and loving Shepherd.  Have a blessed and wonderful  day!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~ 

 
Devot ional  for   Monday, May 6,  2013 (archived devot ionals are below by MOST 
RECENT date)  

 
"THE LORD MY SHEPHERD" 

I  wi l l  now begin shar ing f rom Psalm 23 for  our devot ionals.  I  do not  th ink I  am 
wrong in saying that  th is is  probably one of  the most popular chapters in the 
whole Bible.  This chapter is  sought af ter  for  comfort  and strength and i t  speaks 
volumes of  our loving Shepherd.  Today we wi l l  begin wi th Psalm 23:1 (Ampl i f ied 
Version) "The Lord is my Shepherd ( to feed, guide,  and shield me) I  shal l  not  
lack."  As Chr ist ians we can exper ience "no want"  in our l ives as we total ly  re ly 
on Him for  our every need. Throughout these devot ionals I  wi l l  be referr ing to 
what sheep are l ike in the natural  and how we are so much l ike them. Sheep are 
fearfu l ,  t imid,  rest less,  and some can be destruct ive.   I  wi l l  add that  sheep are 
not  a lways the smartest  and that  can get  them in t rouble.  

  

 
A good shepherd wi l l  go to any extreme to meet the needs of  h is sheep. He 
lovingly watches over them and tends to them di l igent ly.  We too have a Great 
Shepherd that  t ru ly understands al l  of  our needs. He understands al l  of  your 
needs and He knows every uniqueness about you. We can hide nothing f rom our 
good Shepherd.  Many t imes we may th ink we are cover ing up our weaknesses 
and inabi l i t ies before each other,  but  know this,  Jesus our Great Shepherd 
knows and understands i t  a l l .  As you submit  yoursel f  to Him everyday and admit  
your needs before Him ,  He wi l l  begin to strengthen you and cause you to grow 
in al l  areas of  your l i fe.  

  

 
I  real ly  love how the Ampl i f ied version of  th is verse has s imply broken down 



what our Shepherd is a l l  about.    He feeds us, He guides us and He shields 
us.   In other words as we seek His Word i t  is  our dai ly  bread to l ive by.   The 
Word is our source of  a l l  power and i t  is  the strength that  we wi l l  ever need for  
any s i tuat ion we face.  I t  is  wonderful  to know that  He is a lways wi th us to guide 
us at  a l l  t imes. He sees the path you are on and He is qui te aware i f  you are 
in  t rouble.  Keep your ear tuned to Him because He wi l l  te l l  you when to turn 
r ight  and when to turn to the  lef t .  As He shields you He is the ul t imate 
protect ion that  you need. He sees the  c i rcumstances in our l i fe  and He wi l l  
keep you as you purpose to stay in His perfect  wi l l .  

  

 
I  encourage you to th ink about Him today in l ight  of  Him being your personal  
Shepherd and you being His sheep.    Look to  fo l low Him  where ever He leads 
you. Remind yoursel f  that  you cannot l ive th is l i fe wi thout Him by your s ide.  You 
are never out  of  His s ight ,  so purpose to keep your s ights on Him. The Lord IS 
our Shepherd and  we shal l  a lways have EVERYTHING we need. God bless your 
day!  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
  

 
May 5th 

 
"MEETING THE CHALLENGES THIS LIFE BRINGS" 

 
by Dona Hake 

 
Have you ever spoken these words to yoursel f  at  the end of  a day,  " I  just  wish 
th is day would never ever happened" or  I  wish I  could just  do th is day al l  over 
again."  

  

Truth is  we have al l  probably thought th is and we al l  have had those days.  But 
the real  t ruth of  the matter  is  that  you cannot make a day happen al l  over 
again.  When we wake in the morning we need to consciously make an ef for t  to 
remind ourselves that  God's mercies are new and f resh every morning!  He 
awaits you to seek His face and br ing everything to Him that  concerns your 
heart .  There is not  a one of  us that  were created to carry the burdens th is l i fe 
br ings to us.  



  

  

Psalm 143:8 The Voice (VOICE) Make me hear of  Your fa i thfu l  love in the 
morning,  for  I  t rust  in You. Teach me how I  should walk,  for  I  of fer  my soul  up to 
You. 

  

 
Another version says "Cause me to hear thy loving k indness in the morning for  in 
thee do I  t rust ,  cause me to know the way wherein I  should walk for  I  l i f t  my soul  
unto you."  As we greet  our day let  us ask Him to cause us to hear that  which He 
desires to speak to us.  He is fa i thfu l  to show us the r ight  paths.  He is fa i thfu l  to 
make the crooked places stra ight .  I t  is  as we l i f t  our souls to Him that  He wi l l  
begin to speak to us that  which we need to hear to meet the chal lenges of   our 
day.  

  

 
Throughout your day you wi l l  meet chal lenges.  This is  l i fe and Jesus said we 
would deal  wi th th ings.  I  read a quote once that  went l ike th is,  " In the middle of  
d i f f icul ty l ies opportuni ty."  How true these few words are.  We can use problems 
or d i f f icul t ies that  ar ise in our day as an opportuni ty to grow. Only God knows 
how to take problems and turn them into something other than a bad ending.  I t  is  
good to know that  when we mess up or fa l l  that  God is fa i thfu l  to p ick us up and 
restore us as we repent of  our wrong doing.  Ask Him to teach you about your 
mistakes,  your fears and every quest ion that  you have. His Word says in James 
that  i f  we lack wisdom that  He is fa i thfu l  to g ive i t  to us.  Pray and expect  to hear 
f rom Him this day.  

 
I  hope you have a wonderful  day in the Lord today!  Blessings to you! 

  

 
BELOW YOU WILL FIND ARCHIVED DEVOTIONALS 

  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~~~ 

 
May 4th 



 
"Are you available to be used by God?" 
by Dona Hake 

  

This is  a quest ion we need to ask ourselves on a regular basis.  Our l ives can be 
so fu l l  of  our own plans that  we leave no room for  Him. Today I  am shar ing an 
exper ience I  had last  week in which the Lord used to speak to my heart .  

 
After church last  week I  was just  looking forward to rest ing and taking a l i t t le 
nap in the af ternoon. To be qui te honest  I  was up ear ly and I  was very t i red and 
the nap was real ly  looking good. As I  was ready to lay down on my bed I  g lanced 
out  the window and saw a l i t t le dog running wi th her lease t ra i l ing behind her.  I  
immediately thought how I  was just  too t i red to go out  and catch th is l i t t le dog 
but  my love for  animals quickly ta lked me out of  that .  As I  approached th is l i t t le 
dog she looked at  me but she was very fearfu l  and she ran as fast  as her l i t t le 
legs would take her.  I  ran in the house to grab my cel l  phone to get  a quick 
picture of  her so I  could help the owner ident i fy  her.  I  was sure that  i t  belonged 
to someone down the hi l l  f rom us.  

 
When I  came back out  she was gone! As I  walked past  my husband's t ruck I  
found that  her  leash had wrapped around the t ruck t i re,  i t  was wedged under the 
t i re and she was unable to move. She was real ly  scared now. I  sat  quiet ly  beside 
her and spoke to her peaceful ly .  The leash was so wedged under the t i re that  I  
ended up cut t ing my hand try ing to re lease i t .  I  brought her to the f ront  of  the 
house and t ied her and brought her a f resh bowl of  cool  water.  Oh my.. .she 
looked so thankful  and she rested and drank the water.  

 
I  got  in my car to dr ive to th is indiv idual 's  home with the picture of  her.  I  wanted 
them to be able to ident i fy  her before they came to pick her up.  I  knew as 
f r ightened as she was that  there was no way she was going to get  in the car wi th 
me! As I  drove away I  g lanced at  where I  had t ied her and she actual ly  looked 
more at  peace even though she was at  a strange home. When I  arr ived at  the 
home that  I  thought was hers they indeed ident i f ied i t  to be her.  The young man 
ran up the hi l l  wi th in minutes af ter  they real ized i t  was his puppy and i t  was the 
sweetest  th ing to see those two reuni ted.  The young man looked so grateful  and 
he thanked me and needless to say the l i t t le puppy looked extremely happy to be 
back in h is owner 's arms. 

  

I  can remember the fear in th is l i t t le dog's eyes when I  approached her.  She was 
total ly  c lueless that  I  loved animals,  I  wanted to keep her protected and get  her 



back where she belonged. I  knew I  had to assure her that  I  wasn' t  going to hurt  
her so she would t rust  me to even get  her f ree f rom being stuck under my 
husband's t ruck.  Isn ' t  i t  the same as when you remember being lost  in the wor ld 
and you came to that  point  of  knowing you were bound by your own sin and you 
needed set  f ree? I  can remember wonder ing i f  God real ly  loved me and i f  I  
could  t rust  Him. I  can remember the fears of  not  knowing where or who to turn 
to.  I  know I  can relate to being bound and i t  was only God that  could loose me 
and set  me free.  To th is day I  wi l l  never forget  those f r iends that  re lent lessly 
exhibi ted God's love to me when I  wanted nothing to do wi th Him. 

 
I  thought back at  the moment when  I  was able to re lease the puppy's  leash 
f rom under the t ruck t i re she wi l l ingly walked beside me, but  I  was gent ly leading 
her and I  then brought her the water.  I  thought of  how the Lord  gent ly leads us 
beside the st i l l  and rest fu l  waters when we are t i red and weary.   Then there are 
those t imes in our l ives that  we need to stop and dr ink but  we are c lueless how 
much we need that  refreshment to our souls.  The Master gent ly leads us and 
makes us to l ie down and dr ink.  I  must te l l  you that  l i t t le puppy drank a whole 
bowl of  water when I  put  i t  in f ront  of  her.  She was refreshed and she needed i t  
s ince she was weary and th i rsty f rom al l  her s i l ly  f ro l ick ing that  could have 
got ten her k i l led.  Do you th ink she real ized she could have been ki l led? 
Absolutely not ,  and so i t  is  wi th people that  do not  know Him. I  can remember 
th inking Chr ist iani ty was a joke and there was no way that  I  needed God.  I  had 
no idea that  I  was l iv ing a heartbeat away f rom hel l  wi thout Him in my l i fe.  

 
The exhortat ion wi th th is is  be ready to be used by God to reach those that  are 
lost  because they do not  know Him. Can God pul l  you away f rom the plans and 
preparat ions of  your busy day and use you to be instrumental  in seeing someone 
set  f ree? He may have you "chase" them and you may be the one to calm their  
fears as you look into their  eyes wi th God's love in your heart .  I  pray you al low 
Him to inter fere wi th your day so that  He can get into someone's heart  and l i fe.  
Stay avai lable for  Him because you just  never know what He may have in mind 
for  your day.  Have a wonderful  day and l ive in expectancy as you serve Him as a 
wi l l ing vessel .  

SCROLL DOWN TO READ ARCHIVED DEVOTIONALS.. .  
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May 3rd 

Take Back Courage! 

by Dona Hake 

Discouragement is  something al l  of  us have deal t  wi th at  one t ime or another in 



our l ives.  To be discouraged is to be drained of  your courage. I t  is  when we lose 
s ight  of  our hope that  d iscouragement can sneak in and pul l  us down. The 
enemy wi l l  use discouragement to keep us f rom seeing a desired th ing that  we 
are hoping and bel ieving for .  I t  is  important  to see that  to overcome 
discouragement there is a process of  taking back your courage. 

  

To have courage is to wi thstand fear,  to have f i rmness of  mind and 
determinat ion. . . i t  is  when you feel  equipped to face anything.  We need to 
remember that  when we are facing anything that  threatens our courage and our 
fa i th that  MUST keep our eyes on Him.  I  of ten th ink of  when Peter got  out  of  the 
boat and began walk ing on the water upon Jesus te l l ing him to do so.  

  

Matthew 14:29-33   The Message (MSG 

Jesus said to Peter,   “Come ahead.”Jumping out  of  the boat,  Peter walked on the 
water to Jesus.  But when he looked down at  the waves churning beneath his 
feet ,  he lost  h is nerve and star ted to s ink.  He cr ied,  “Master,  save me!”  

Jesus didn’ t  hesi tate.  He reached down and grabbed his hand. Then he said,  
“Faint-heart ,  what got  into you?” The two of  them cl imbed into the boat,  and the 
wind died down. The discip les in the boat,  having watched the whole th ing,  
worshiped Jesus,  saying,  “This is  i t !  You are God’s Son for  sure!”  

  

Peter went f rom * jumping out  of  the boat*  to *he lost  h is nerve*. . . I  th ink we can 
al l  re late to th is one. The Lord te l ls  you to do something and you obey Him and 
do His Word but  af ter  you have taken the leap of  fa i th you meet c i rcumstances 
that  are f lat  out  scary and you lose courage. I  th ink i t  is  important  to ment ion 
again about focus.  Peter 's  eyes were on Jesus whi le he was walk ing.  I t  was as 
he looked around and SAW the waves and HEARD the wind that  he began to 
lose courage and doubt.  You know what though????.. . . I  a lways have always 
thought about how  Peter was only an arm's length away f rom Jesus because the 
Word says that  Jesus reached down and grabbed Peter 's hand. Peter was an 
arm's length away f rom victory.  So many t imes we are an arm's length away f rom 
victory and yet  th is is  when the c i rcumstances can be the worse around 
us.   Next t ime you feel  l ike giv ing up remember Peter. . . just  maybe you are only 
an arm's length away f rom your v ictory or  answer to the prayer that  you have 
been praying.  

  

I  encourage you that  as you step out  of  the "boat"  to keep your eyes on Him and 
you hand reached toward Him. He wi l l  hold you up and see you to the f in ish l ine.  
I  th ink th is port ion of  scr ipture also reminds us that  in the event we fa l l  that  the 



Lord is there to pick us up and restore us.  Praying al l  you that  have read th is 
wi l l  s tay encouraged in your heart  and meet your day wi th strong fa i th in H im. 
Having a wonderful  day!  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~~ 

May 2nd 

LOVE NEVER FAILS 

by Dona Hake 

Today wi l l  be the last  devot ional  on the Love chapter.  The last  of  the at t r ibutes 
of  love in I  Cor inthians 13 i t  is  wr i t ten that  love NEVER fai ls .  The longer you are 
al ive the more you real ize that  there are th ings that  you thought 
were guaranteed to last  a long t ime and they s imply do not ,  but  His love is 
eternal .   There are th ings that  just  cease to happen, but  love never ceases.  

  

As we rejo ice in knowing that  love never fa i ls ,  we can rejo ice great ly in the fact  
that  we wi l l  never be separated f rom i t .  Romans 8:39 i t  says,  "Nor height ,  nor 
depth,  nor any other creature,  shal l  be able to separate us f rom the love of  God, 
which is in Chr ist  Jesus our Lord."  As we stay in fe l lowship wi th the God of  love,  
l ight  and l i fe we wi l l  cont inue to go forward.  Know that  there wi l l  be t imes in th is 
l i fe that  you may fa i l ,  but  God and His love NEVER fai l .  He is a lways there for  us 
and He promises to cont inue to be there for  us.  

  

Let  us be reminded of  His fa i thfu lness as we medi tate on the fact  that  love never 
fa i ls .  We serve a wonderful  God and as I  had said a few days ago, He 
understands our f rame and He knows us very wel l .  I  love knowing that  I  serve a 
God that  never ever changes no matter  how high the "heat"  of  our t r ia ls ever 
get .  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego understood that  they served a fa i thfu l  
God and their  del iverance exhibi ted God's love for  them. Daniel  3:17 " I f  i t  be so,  
our God whom we serve is able to del iver us f rom the burning f iery furnace, and 
he wi l l  del iver us out  of  th ine hand, O king.  "  

  

Every day there wi l l  be new chal lenges that  can br ing potent ia l  f rustrat ions that  
can tempt you to be weary and cause your heart  to fear fa i l ing.  Be encouraged, 
we serve a God of  love that  never fa i ls .  Our loving Heavenly Father is  there to 
del iver us and br ing us out  of  c i rcumstances and we wi l l  be stronger than before!  

  

I  am looking forward to shar ing in the next  few days about keeping your heart  



encouraged and not  a l lowing discouragement to hold you back or keep you f rom 
going forward in His wi l l .  Be blessed this day!  

  

` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` `
` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` ` `  

  

May 1st  

LOVE BEARS ALL THINGS 

by Dona Hake 

1 Cor inthians 13:7b The love of  God just  s imply does not  g ive up,  i t  does not  
weaken, i t  never stops t rust ing,  never loses hope and i t  never qui ts.  Another 
great  scr ipture that  I  love that  reminds me of  what the love chapter is  
saying:  Isaiah 40:28-31 (The Voice) Don’ t  you know? Haven’ t  you heard? The 
Eternal ,  the Ever last ing God, The Creator of  the whole wor ld,  never gets t i red or 
weary.  His wisdom is beyond understanding.  God strengthens the weary and 
gives v i ta l i ty  to those worn down by age and care.  Young people wi l l  get  
t i red;  strapping young men wi l l  s tumble and fa l l .  But  those who trust  in the 
Eternal  One wi l l  regain their  st rength.  They wi l l  soar on wings as eagles.  They 
wi l l  run—never winded, never weary.  They wi l l  walk—never t i red,  never fa int .  

  

 
Isn ' t  i t  good to know that  even in t imes of  wear iness that  as we look to Him  He 
wi l l  enable us to regain the strength that  we need to go on because God never 
t i res in any s i tuat ion.  Paul  said,  "When I  am weak, then I  am strong."  We serve a 
God that  wi l l  help us to bear down and dig in when we just  feel  l ike giv ing up.  In 
those t imes that  we are losing hope He grants us f resh hope and strength.  

  

 
I  would l ike to share a personal  test imony of  mine in which God showed me His 
hope when there was none lef t  in the natural .   I  remember the last  week that  my 
father was al ive I  was so physical ly  drained f rom running back and for th to the 
nursing home and teaching at  school .  I  can remember how the Lord had spoke 
over and over to me throughout the years that  my father would have a "death 
bed" exper ience wi th Him relat ive to receiv ing Chr ist .  The t ruth of  the matter  
was I  was to ld that  my father would go into a coma at  any t ime. I  st i l l  d id not  feel  
that  h is heart  was r ight  wi th God. 

  



I  can remember laying on my l iv ing room f loor one night  cry ing and just  tota l ly  
exhausted as I  prayed. The Lord gave me a v is ion of  a candle that  had burned 
so long and the melted wax was causing the f lame to just  burn out .   I  could 
c lear ly see that  the f lame was symbol ic of  how I  fe l t .   I  was burning out  
physical ly  and my hope was weakening.    I  remember asking God wi th every bi t  
of  fa i th I  fe l t  I  had (remember i t  only takes fa i th the s ize of  a mustard seed) to 
give me just  one moment of  c lar i ty  wi th my father.  At  that  point  he could not  ta lk,  
h is mental  state was not  good he was so weak he could barely do nothing more 
than stare at  the cei l ing.   The whole s i tuat ion looked incredibly hopeless.  

 
The day before he died he la id mot ionless on the bed star ing at  the cei l ing.  I  
was holding Desiree on my lap as I  spoke wi th him. I  quiet ly  whispered in h is ear 
that  he was dying and that  I  had to know that  he was r ight  wi th God.  At  that  
point  I  wasn' t  sure he was total ly  comprehending how far  gone he was.   I  to ld 
him I  was going to pray wi th him so I  prayed over h im. I  asked him to give me 
some sign whether he was in agreement.    Af ter  about f i f teen minutes I  saw him 
struggl ing  to move his arm across the bed to grasp my hand. I  knew in my heart  
that  he was t ry ing to communicate wi th me that  he had made the decis ion.  I  later  
held a picture of  Jesus in f ront  of  h is eyes and I  asked him i f  he knew him and 
he shook his head "yes."  I  must say that  I  am so glad that  I  d id not  g ive up on 
knowing that  God was able to give me that  l i teral  one moment of  c lar i ty  wi th him. 
I  encourage you to not  g ive up. . .no matter  what you are deal ing wi th. . .don' t  g ive 
up!  

  

 
Praise God that  we serve a God that  never t i res,  never fa ints and He wi l l  keep 
us persever ing whi le we serve Him here on th is earth.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~~ 


