
 Sunday, June 30th 

 

"Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus" 

 

by Dona Hake Psalm 119:165  Amplif ied Bible (AMP)  

"Great peace have they who love Your law; nothing shall  offend them or 
make them stumble."  When we are so in love wi th the Lord and His Word we 
simply seem to be preoccupied wi th thoughts of  Him and th is is  the way He 
wants i t  to be.  

Psalm 1:2 (AMP)  "But his delight and desire are in the law of the Lord, and 
on His law (the precepts,  the instructions, the teachings of God) he 
habitually meditates (ponders and studies) by day and by night."  The 
scr ipture in Psalms that  I  began wi th stated that  as we love His law we wi l l  have 
great  peace, not  a l i t t le peace, but  great  peace. As a resul t  of  great  peace no 
matter  what happens  NOTHING  wi l l  of fend us nor wi l l  we stumble.  

The devi l  knows wel l  that  i f  he can make us stumble and t r ip us up that  God can 
not  work ef fect ively through us.  He wel l  knows that  these types of  th ings can 
cause a "stand st i l l "  in our spir i tual  walk and keep us f rom shining for  Him. 
Offense can be very hurt fu l  and i t  can cause you to be preoccupied wi th the 
whole ordeal .  Again,  i f  the devi l  can keep you preoccupied wi th someone else's 
s in toward you, you wi l l  fa l l  into of fense. The more we are saturated wi th God's 
Word and staying in fe l lowship wi th Him the less unkindnesses toward us wi l l  
af fect  us.  

As I  was medi tat ing on th is scr ipture my heart  began to hear the chorus to "Turn 
Your Eyes Upon Jesus" wr i t ten by Helen H. Lemmel in 1922 .  

  

  

"Turn your eyes upon Jesus,  Look ful l  in His wonderful  face,  And the things 
of earth wil l  grow strangely dim,  In the l ight of His glory and grace.. ."  

  

  

I  th ink th is is  just  so powerful  and my favor i te part  of  th is chorus is "and the 
th ings of  earth wi l l  grow strangely dim.. . "  The word that  real ly  st icks out  to me is 
strangely .  The Word of  God says in Phi l ippians 4:6-7 (KJV) 

  



"Be careful  for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let  your requests be made known unto God.  And the peace of 
God, which passeth al l  understanding, shall  keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus."  

Another way you can look at  the peace that  passes al l  understanding is that  as 
we look to Him in the l ight  of  His glory and grace, the th ings that  once seemed 
to matter  strangely  just  do not  seem to hold the weight  they once did.  You know 
deep down God's love r ises above such th ings.  You just  know that  you serve 
such a big God that  is  wel l  able to take the s i tuat ion and work i t  out  on your 
behal f  and you wi l l  r ise above i t .  

I  encourage you today to look into His face,  look into His Word,  l is ten to Him 
when He speaks to you. Know that  no matter  what you are facing whether i t  be 
an of fense or hurt  that  there is nothing that  can cause you to stumble as you 
remain f ixed on the Lord Jesus Chr ist .  I  pray your day wi l l  be wonderful  as you 
serve Him. 

  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Saturday, June 29th 
  

"The Power of Endurance" 

  

by Dona Hake 

Today we are going to look at  the word endurance .  What a powerful  word and 
the Lord desires we walk in i t .  I t  is  the abi l i ty  or  strength to cont inue on and last  
especial ly  despi te fat igue, stress,  or  other adverse condi t ions.  In the midst  of  a 
t ry ing s i tuat ion i f  you make a decis ion to endure,  you wil l  see the victory  

.  

I  am going to point  out  two short  but  dangerous sentences that  cannot be 
al lowed in our vocabulary.  " I  give up!"  and  " I  quit!"  Once again I  wi l l  cal l  to 
your remembrance about being s ingle-minded. These words evolve f rom 
incorrect  thoughts that  we al low to remain in our minds.  Once you step out  in 
anything you must be resolute that  no matter  what happens, you wi l l  not  qui t .  
Even i f  we do not  win or th ings do not  work out  the way we thought they would,  
we must have the at t i tude that  we wi l l  get  r ight  back up and t ry again.  We can 
not  be ruled by what we see in th is l i fe.  

In the fo l lowing scr ipture Paul  was reminding them to remember when they had 
struggles yet  they cont inued strong. Lets read th is. . .  Hebrews 10:32-35 (Easy 



to Read) translation  

"Remember the days when you f irst  learned the truth.  You had a hard 
struggle with much suffering, but you continued strong. 33 Sometimes 
people said hateful  things to you and mistreated you in public.  And 
sometimes you helped others who were being treated that same way. Yes, 
you helped them in prison and shared in their  suffering. And you were sti l l  
happy when everything you owned was taken away from you. You continued 
to be happy, because you knew that you had something much better—
something that would continue forever.  So don’t  lose the courage that you 
had in the past.  Your courage wil l  be rewarded richly."  

Many t imes people get  hung up in not  want ing to ta lk about the past  but  yet  as a 
Chr ist ian we should be ready to share any struggles in our past  where we 
exper ienced the v ictory because we endured in our fa i th.  This is the power of 
testimony!  There are t imes as wel l  that  we need to cal l  ourselves to the 
remembrance of  the v ictory we had. You see when you are walk ing through a 
t ry ing t ime and you may be feel ing stressed and emot ional ly  worn down, i t  would 
be good for  you to cal l  to your memory the v ictor ies in which you stood strong. 
When we recal l  such test imonies i t  wi l l  renew our minds and refresh our spir i ts  
that  God can once again perform His Word in your l i fe.  

In Hebrews 12:1-3 i t  says to look away f rom ALL that  would distract  you and look 
to Jesus.  I t  reminds us to th ink about Him and how He endured opposi t ion and 
bi t ter  host i l i ty .  We must consider what we are walk ing through against  what He 
endured and not  be weary and exhausted in our minds and lose heart  in the 
bat t le.  

Corrie TenBoom said this:  
 " I f  God sends us on strong paths, we are provided strong shoes." 

  

Know that  God has given us al l  that  we need to endure and cross the f in ish l ine 
in v ictory through Him. I  pray th is has encouraged your heart  as you purpose to 
serve Him this day!  God bless you! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Fr iday,  June 28th 

"The Power of Words" 

by Dona Hake We have been looking over the past  few days at  how we must be 
s ingle-minded. I f  you have been fo l lowing th is devot ional  you probably have th is 
def in i t ion memorized by now but I  am going to share i t  again.  To be double-
minded is when vaci l lates in opinion or purpose, wavers, is   indecis ive,  hesi tates,  
and is not  resolute.  

  



A person that  is  s ingle-minded in the Word of  God wi l l  s tand f i rm in their  
purpose in th is l i fe,  they wi l l  not  be moved by anything,  they wi l l  be decis ive in 
matters,  there wi l l  be no hesi tancy or concern over their  decis ion making and 
they wi l l  be resolute.  I  would l ike to say at  th is point  that  God sees being s ingle-
minded as being normal.  I f  He asks us to obey and do certa in th ings that  seem 
out of  the normal i t  is  because we are looking at  our own abi l i ty  to br ing them to 
pass.When we come to the place in our walk wi th the Lord that  we are loyal  to 
Him and Him alone we wi l l  exper ience stabi l i ty  in every area.  I t  may not happen 
overnight  but  God is fa i thfu l  to complete and makes us able to do al l  that  He 
sees as His perfect  wi l l  for  us. 

  

Today we are going to look at  one of  the most common problems of  the 
indiv idual  that  wi l l  not  purpose themselves to be s ingle-minded. Did you ever 
hear someone say,  " I  s tuck my foot  in my mouth again!"  or  "Every t ime I  open my 
mouth i t  gets me in t rouble."  I  am sure we have al l  heard or said these. I  
absolutely hate when I  speak th ings before I  have not  g iven thought to my 
words.  Words have such power because they are vessels that  can carry so much 
to the hearer.  A word can make someone happy or sad. A word could cause 
someone to go forward or stand st i l l  and exper ience the greatest  of  
d iscouragement.  

  

In the book of  James chapter three he wrote about how humanity is  capable of  
taming every bi rd and beast  in existence, but  no man has ever demonstrated the 
abi l i ty  to tame his own tongue. He wrote that  i t  is  a spr ing of  rest less evi l ,  
br imming wi th toxic poisons.  Our mouths can say one th ing in one moment of  
t ime and in the next  moment say the total  opposi te.  As he proceeds into the 
chapter he wrote and ask the quest ion "how does a spr ing gush crystal  c lear 
f resh water and moments later  spurt  out  b i t ter  sal t  water?" 

  

I  bel ieve there wi l l  be t imes that  we say th ings that  are very wrong and i t  was 
because you were t i red,  weary,  upset or  not  feel ing wel l .  Many t imes i t  is  an 
indicat ion that  you have not  been focusing on God as you know you know you 
should and your words can exhibi t  that .  There wi l l  be t imes that  we mess up wi th 
our words but  i t  is  what we do immediately af ter  we mess up that  counts.  I f  one 
speaks cont inual ly  wrong wi th their  mouth and feels no remorse about what they 
said,  they wi l l  soon fa l l  into the category of  which James was wr i t ing about.  
They wi l l  say th ings l ike " I 'm going to speak my mind and I  do not  care what 
anyone th inks! !"  This is  t rouble going somewhere to happen for  sure.  Yet I  am 
sure we have al l  exper ienced t imes where we have spoken th ings in the passion 
of  the moment and we immediately regret  what we have said.  I  can absolutely 
say that  there have been t imes that  I  have expressed my heart  whi le being upset 
and my heart  was pr icked so badly and I  was so upset wi th mysel f .  I  would 



immediately ask God to forgive me.  I t  is  v i ta l ly  important  that  we also ask any 
indiv iduals for  their  forgiveness i f  they were in your presence at  the t ime or your 
words were directed at  them. 

  

When we are real ly  r ight  wi th God the words that  come out of  our mouths wi l l  be 
c losely moni tored by our hearts.  James 3:10-12 (Easy To Read Version) "These 
praises and curses come from the same mouth.  My brothers and s isters,  th is 
should not  happen. Do good water and bad water f low from the same spr ing? Of 
course not .  My brothers and s isters,  can a f ig t ree make ol ives? Or can a 
grapevine make f igs? No, and a wel l  fu l l  of  sal ty water cannot g ive good water."  

  

  

Let  us be fu l l  of  the t ruth of  God's Word that  when we open our mouths and 
speak our words wi l l  be fu l l  of  that  which is desirable to Him. Our words wi l l  be 
consistent  wi th t ruth and steadfast ly adher ing to His pr incip les and His Wi l l  for  
our l i fe.  I  pray that  these words wi l l  b less your heart  th is day and I  encourage 
you to keep your mind renewed to the Word of  God and speak blessing to al l  
those around you! 

  

  

  

Thursday, June 27th 

  

"Doubt and Faith-They Both Have Voices" 

by Dona Hake Yesterday I  shared wi th you about how important  i t  is  to be s ingle 
minded. We learned that  to be double minded is to be vaci l lat ing in opinion or 
purpose. I t  is  to be waver ing,  indecis ive,  hesi tat ing and not  resolute.  We looked 
at  James 1:6-8 and saw that  we need to know that  our fa i th is  in God alone. We 
cannot af ford to waver for  i f  we do we wi l l  be l ike a wave of  the sea that  is  b lown 
and tossed by the wind.  When we do th is we cannot expect  to receive anything 
f rom the Lord.  When we are not  resolute we wi l l  be unstable in everything that  
we do.  

  

Today we are going to look at  James 1:6-8 f rom the Voice Translat ion.  I  was so 
taken wi th th is t ranslat ion because the wording real ly  makes you th ink even 
c loser at  the dangers of  being double minded and the consequences i t  can br ing.  



  

James 1:6-8 (The Voice)  

"The key is that your request be anchored by your single-minded 
commitment to God. Those who depend only on their  own judgment are l ike 
those lost on the seas, carried away by any wave or picked up by any wind. 

Those adrift  on their  own wisdom shouldn’t  assume the Lord wil l  rescue 
them or bring them anything. The splinter of divided loyalty shatters your 

compass and leaves you dizzy and confused."  

When we are s ingle minded toward God we wi l l  react  in fa i th in any given 
s i tuat ion.  I f  we are not   s ingle-minded i t  is  because we are more than l ikely 
depending on our own wisdom in di f ferent  areas.  When one fa i ls  to total ly  submit  
themselves to the Word of  God they wi l l  a lways be tempted to re ly on their  
knowledge or exper ience. God sees us to be in a dangerous place when we are 
not  l iv ing by fa i th in Him. I t  is  sad that  i f  one wi l l  not  g ive their  a l l  to God and 
then assume that  a l l  should work out  in the end just  because they th ink i t  
should.  

  

I  real ly  love how this t ranslat ion br ings an even greater insight  in the very last  
sentence of  th is port ion of  scr ipture in James 1:8. . .  

  

"The splinter of divided loyalty shatters your compass and leaves you dizzy 
and confused."  

  

The danger of  not  be s ingle minded can cause severe consequences. Just  as a 
compass keeps you on t rack,  being s ingle-minded wi th al l  that  God has for  you 
wi l l  a lso keep you wise,  d iscerning and very sensi t ive to the voice of  the Lord in 
the midst  of  t rouble.  Your spir i tual  "compass" wi l l  keep you r ight  on target  and 
you wi l l  remain strong, steady,  and focused in the midst  of  a storm.  This 
"compass" is  v i ta l  because i f  you are in a problem, the last  th ing you need is to 
feel  spir i tual ly  d izzy,  confused, and not  knowing which direct ion to turn.  

  

When we are weak spir i tual ly  and our emot ions are a wreck f rom the t r ia l  you 
are walk ing through you may f ind yoursel f  more suscept ib le to confusion and 
wrong th inking.   Much of  the t ime th is is  where the voice of  doubt or ig inates 
f rom. When we are not  establ ished in t ruth before the storm comes we wi l l  be in 
t rouble when we are in the midst  of  a t r ia l .  I  am going to leave you wi th a poem 
that  I  absolutely love because of  i t 's  powerful  message. 

  



Doubt sees the obstacle,  faith sees the way;  Doubt sees the darkest night,  
faith sees the day;  Doubt dreads to take a step, faith soars on high;  Doubt 

questions, "Who believes?"  FAITH answers "I"  (Anonymous)  

Keep your spir i tual  ears tuned to the Spir i t  of  God and keep your fa i th strong in 
Him.  Give no place to the voice of  doubt.   Al low i t  now room in your thoughts.   I  
pray that  th is devot ional  has been a blessing to you today!  

  

  

  

  

Wednesday, June 26th 

"Purpose To Be Single Minded" 

by Dona Hake 

  

Over the many years that  I  have heard my husband preach there is one th ing 
that  I  have heard him say many t imes over. . . " I f  you purpose to that  which is 
r ight ,  you wi l l  not  do the wrong."  This is  so very t rue!  Many t imes we look at  
what we struggle wi th and th is can make our bat t le look hopeless.  I f  we seek the 
Lord in what the r ight  th ing is to do rather than t ry to f igure i t  out  on our own, we 
wi l l  be v ictor ious.  

  

Today I  want to share about the struggle of  being double minded. Many t imes 
when I  see words such as th is I  immediately have a picture in my mind and 
maybe you do the same as wel l .  For me i t  is   l ike I  see my  brain but  wi th in 
i t   there are two "rooms" and the one should be boarded shut.  That "room" is the 
place of  doubt and unbel ief .  I  am hoping th is analogy wi l l  help you grasp bet ter  
what I  share today.  

  

Many t imes we are in a place where we dare not  a l low doubt to ru le in our minds 
yet  c i rcumstances are screaming and the bat t le begins.  Doubt star ts to speak 
and you l is ten.  Confusion and f rustrat ion begins to enter in even as you pray.  
Many t imes I  have seen people procla iming they have prayed yet  they make 
statements such as "Where is God in al l  of  th is mess?" Please, never say such a 
th ing.  This thought is  evi l  i f  you are a bel iever and you are basical ly  saying that  
God picks and chooses when He is walk ing beside you. His Word says that  He 
would never forsake us therefore HE NEVER LEAVES US! In preparat ion for  th is 



devot ional  I  looked up what double minded meant and I  f ind i t  to be short  but 
not sweet .  I t  is not a good thing  and we must recognize i t  when we are being 
tempted to enterta in i t 's  voice in our walk wi th the Lord.  

  

To be double minded is to be vacil lat ing in opinion or purpose. Not 
resolute,  wavering, indecisive,  and hesitating.  

  

When we step out  into anything we must be s ingle minded and uncompromising.  
Many a prayer is  not  answered and i t  is  not  because God does not  want to see 
you blessed. The unanswered prayer can be for  many a reason but  we must look 
at  why s ingle mindedness is so v i ta l  in our walk wi th the Lord.  

  

James 1:6-8 New Living Translation  "But when you ask him, be sure that 
your faith is in God alone. Do not waver,  for a person with divided loyalty is 
as unsett led as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by the wind. 
Such people should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. Their 
loyalty is divided between God and the world,  and they are unstable in 
everything they do."  God desires we be loyal  to Him and His Word no matter  
what is  going on around us.  This scr ipture gives the v isual  of  us being tossed 
around l ike the wave of  the sea. When I  read th is I  th ink of  being confused, 
weary,  and not knowing what is  going to happen next .  This t ru ly is  not  the state 
in which a bel iever in the Lord Jesus Chr ist  should be abiding. 

  

I  p lan to share more on th is tomorrow but I  encourage you to medi tate upon 
being s ingle minded and purposed in your thoughts.  I  bel ieve everyone has 
struggles wi th th is at  one t ime or another but  be encouraged that  the Lord is wel l  
able to strengthen you by His Word.  He never asks us to do anything that  He 
does not  provide a way. Be blessed as you walk wi th Him. Have a wonderful  day! 

  

  

  

Tuesday, June 25th 

  

"Courage To Rise Above Your Fears" 

by Dona Hake 



Yesterday I  shared how there is no th ing too di f f icul t  for  God. I f  you are a 
bel iever in the Lord Jesus Chr ist  you can know that  because He l ives wi th in you 
that  there is not  one th ing you have to face that  He is not  able to take you 
through. I  am also th inking about the word courage. Courage is the qual i ty  of  
mind or spir i t  that  enables a person to face di f f icul ty,  danger,  pain,  etc. ,  wi thout 
fear;  bravery.  I  want to share wi th you Joshua 1:9 (NIV) "Have I  not  commanded 
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not  be afra id:  do not  be discouraged, for  the 
Lord your God wi l l  be wi th you where ever you go."  I  am sure God spoke to 
Joshua in th is manner knowing that  he was real iz ing al l  that  was before him to 
accompl ish the wi l l  of  God. 

  

As I  was prepar ing for  th is devot ional  I  began th inking about what courage 
meant to me and i f  there were any examples.  One that  I  decided to use was the 
pol ice,  f i ref ighters and c i t izens who rushed into bui ld ings to save l ives on 
September 11,  2001. Tragedies such as th is have a way of  being seared into our 
memory.  I  remember exact ly where I  was standing when I  heard the news that  
day.  I  can remember watching TV and seeing the whole th ing unfold.  I  can 
remember many t imes my emot ions would overtake me as I  would hear of  people 
r isk ing their  l ives to save someone and how that  touched my heart .  I  especial ly  
marveled at  the courage i t  must have taken those passengers on Fl ight  93 to 
take that  p lane down knowing their  l ives would be over but  yet  they had a cause 
and that  cause gave them courage. 

  

I  am sure people that  are t ra ined such as a f i ref ighter or  pol iceman may wonder 
each day what they may have to face.  I  can guarantee you that  not  a one of  
those f i ref ighters or  pol icemen ever thought they would ever have to face such a 
dark day as September 11th.  When one has commit ted themselves to an area of  
serv ice such as th is they are wel l  aware of  the dangers.  I  am sure there are 
count less untold stor ies of  Chr ist ians that  were f i ref ighters or  pol icemen that  
courageously went into those bui ld ings that  day.  I  would have to say that  their  
passion and love for  what they do dr ives them to r ise above their  fears i f  need 
be.  

  

We as bel ievers are al l  cal led di f ferent ly and our fears can come in di f ferent  
ways.  No matter  how big or smal l  a fear is ,  i t  takes courage to deal  wi th i t .  What 
may make one fearfu l  the other i t  would not  bother.  I t  is  nei ther here nor there 
what c lassi f ies a fear but  rather that  you are cal l ing upon the Lord to r ise above 
i t .  I  th ink one of  the fears that  can real ly  h i t  people is  the fear of  fa i lure.  This 
fear can hold one back f rom doing God's perfect  wi l l .  Courage is v i ta l  for  us to 
go for th and r ise above anything we th ink that  we cannot do. 

  



I  would l ike to share wi th you how my youngest son had deal t  wi th a part icular  
fear,  he determined himsel f  to r ise above i t  and he overcame i t .  Knowing he had 
a fear of  heights he decided to take a drast ic measure to deal  wi th i t  . . .so he 
decided he was going to jump out of  an airp lane and skydive.  May I  confess to 
you that  I  had to ask God  for  courage to handle the thought of  i t  a l l .  I  must 
admit  that  i t  was qui te amazing especial ly  s ince he had the whole th ing v ideo 
taped. When you watched th is,  you fe l t  l ike you were there.  

  

An interest ing th ing about h is exper ience is when they got  to the al t i tude where 
they were ready to jump, i f  they wanted to go even higher i t  was a bi t  more 
expensive and our son decided to go to an even higher a l t i tude before he 
jumped. They went an addi t ional  5,000 feet !   A lesson to learn f rom this is  you 
never know what you are capable of  overcoming when you make a decis ion to 
look your fear square in the face!  To th is day I  st i l l  cannot bel ieve he did i t  yet  I  
re jo iced in knowing that  he was wi l l ing to go to such an extreme measure and 
face a fear.  

  

Somet imes we have to go to drast ic measures to r ise above our fears.  We have 
to put  our f lesh in a place where i t  is  screaming for  a way out ,  and you are not  
going to give in.  As you face your fear wi th the courage of  the Lord you wi l l  be 
amazed at  what you are able to overcome. 

  

Not a l l  fears are big but  they are big enough to hold you back and torment you 
yet  you need determinat ion to deal  wi th them as wel l .  Somet imes courage is just  
a quiet  determinat ion that  you are going to keep on keeping on unt i l  you r ise 
above and conquer whatever you are t ry ing to do.  I  wi l l  leave you wi th th is quote 
that  I  found f i t t ing.  

  

"Courage doesn' t  a lways roar.  Somet imes courage is the quiet  voice at  the end 
of  the day saying,  " I  wi l l  t ry again tomorrow."  Mary Anne Radmacher 

  

Know that  you can go forward in anything you put  your heart  and mind too wi th 
the courage, strength and wisdom of  the Lord Jesus Chr ist .  

  

  

Monday, June 24th 



"Nothing Is Too Diff icult  For Him" 

by Dona Hake Today I  want to share wi th you about your perspect ive of  God as 
you l ive your l i fe.  How do you see Him? How al ive is  He in your dai ly  rout ine? Is 
He in your dai ly  rout ines? I  love to th ink of  Him as my loving Father that  is  
watching over me careful ly  and He also desires that  I  have my eye on Him. 
Somet imes we just  need to step back and remind ourselves that  no matter  what 
we face in th is l i fe,  God is greater and His power wi th in is  more than enough to 
carry us through the demands of  our day or any di f f icul t ies.  

  

Jeremiah 32:17 (VOICE)  “Eternal Lord, with Your outstretched arm and Your 
enormous power You created the heavens and the earth.  Nothing is too 

diff icult  for You."  

I t  is  important  that  we recognize that  we l ive in a day where our wonderful  L iv ing 
God is being discredi ted.  People are t ry ing to convince us that  God does not  
exist ,  and they are t ry ing to explain away the wondrous th ings He created wi th 
His hands. Much of  people t ry ing to discredi t  God is because they do not  want to 
l ive their  l ives accountable to anyone let  a lone God. I f  they can convince 
themselves that  God does not  exist ,  they can l ive by their  own standards and 
decide what is  r ight  and wrong for  themselves.  

  

  

We must not  permit  these evi l  mindsets to discourage our hearts because He is 
ready to do wonderful  th ings through us l ike never before!    We l ive in a t ime 
where God is ready  to move us forward into a great  harvest  and we cannot be 
moved by what seems to look impossible.  Somet imes I  th ink i t  is  actual ly  bet ter  
when i t  seems impossible to accompl ish something He commands because i t  
forces us to total ly  depend upon Him and not  re ly on our own abi l i ty .  I f  the devi l  
can render you inef fect ive by keeping you preoccupied wi th your own inabi l i t ies 
or  personal  problems, you wi l l  f ind i t  hard to be used by Him to reach people.  

  

We have al l  encountered di f f icul t  s i tuat ions,  d i f f icul t  people,  d i f f icul t  decis ions,  
etc. . . ,  let  us be mindful  that  nothing is too di f f icul t  for  Him. I  encourage you to 
take whatever concerns you to Him. His Words says in Psalm 138:8 (KJV) 

"The Lord wil l  perfect that which concerneth me,, ,"  

Let  us t rust  Him with our day and our l ives.  Remind yoursel f  that  there is 
NOTHING to hard for  Him and He is wel l  able to perfect  ANYTHING in your l i fe 
that  is  concerning to you. Look to the God of  a l l  creat ion,  the one who spoke 
words that  created everything around knowing that  nothing is too di f f icul t  for  Him 
as you place your l i fe in His hands! 



  

  

  

Sunday, June 23rd 

"Understand the Process and Don't  Be Weary" 

  

by Dona Hake 

Whatever we put  our hand to in th is l i fe we must keep in mind that  there is a 
process.  First  of  a l l  we must be able to say that  our p lans have God's approval  
upon them before we step out  and walk toward seeing them accompl ished. Many 
t imes people fa i l  and their  heart  is  d iscouraged and i t  is  a l l  because i t  was their  
own plans and God never approved of  them  to begin wi th.  You can be certa in 
that  i f  what you are doing is His wi l l  that   His hand wi l l  be upon i t .  Along wi th 
that  thought we must a lways remember that  God's t iming can be very di f ferent  
f rom ours therefore we must be pat ient .  Proverbs 16:9 (NASB) "  The mind of  
man plans his way, But the Lord directs his steps."  

  

God is so wise in a l l  that  He does and His understanding is beyond whatever we 
can understand. There are so many ways He teaches us His process and I  would 
l ike to share that  there is the t ime of  p lant ing,  wai t ing,  tending and at  the r ight  
t ime, there is the beauty of  the end resul t .  

  

Recent ly I  went to pick up my granddaughters for  the day and i t  was pour ing 
down rain ing.  I  th ink al l  of  us can be tempted to do a l i t t le grumbl ing inside i f  the 
rain comes down on a day that  you the rain ru ined your plans.  When my oldest  
granddaughter Marissa got  into my car she was so cute how she began to share 
how she was upset that  i t  was rain ing.  I  let  her go on for  a l i t t le and I  stopped 
her and began to say,  "Oh Rissa,  ra in is  a good th ing!"  (at  that  point  she gave 
me one of  those.. . "what 's wrong with Grandma" looks.  )  "Rissa,  we have to have 
rain,  i t  g ives us water to dr ink and i t  makes th ings grow that  the farmer is  
p lant ing."  Her whole at t i tude changed and she kept asking me quest ions as we 
were dr iv ing about corn growing and how i t  needed sunshine and rain be grow 
up, be ta l l ,  and bear corn to eat .  I  fe l t  to take her to a nearby corn f ie ld that  was 
just  recent ly p lowed and I  was showing her how there would be corn there 
someday. Al l  her l i t t le eyes could see was dir t  p lowed in perfect  rows and that  
was i t .  Every week now she asks to go see the corn growing and her l i t t le eyes 
sparkle as she is seeing i t  begin to grow. 

  



At four years of  age I  know Marissa does not  understand anything technical  
about the plant ing and growth process of  an ear of  corn.  She just  s imply 
bel ieves and in her chi ld l ike fa i th and expectancy is evidence that  she intends 
to see corn on those stalks some day!    Oh that  we would maintain a chi ld l ike 
fa i th as we step out  in something and just  bel ieve that  we do not  have to 
understand al l  the detai ls  of  the process.   So many t imes in th is l i fe we begin by 
put t ing our hand to something.  We know i t  is  God's wi l l  but  we decide on how 
the process is to take place.  When we lean on our own understanding we wi l l  
u l t imately invi te d iscouragement and wear iness into that  which was meant to be 
a success and joy.  I f  you are doing that  which is r ight  and good and you are 
fo l lowing the direct ion of  the Lord,  you can be assured that  you wi l l  reap in due 
season. Galat ians 6:9 (AMP) "And let  us not  lose heart  and grow weary and fa int  
in act ing nobly and doing r ight ,  for  in due t ime and at  the appointed season we 
shal l  reap, i f  we do not  loosen and relax our courage and fa int . "  

  

I  encourage you today to look to Him for  every bi t  of  d i rect ion you need in your 
l i fe.  Be at tent ive to His words and be obedient  to that  which He speaks.  Many 
t imes God's di rect ion can be so radical  f rom what you are comfortable wi th.  He 
understands the process bet ter  than you and al l  He needs f rom you is your 
wi l l ing heart  and a di l igent  pursui t  in the process.  Remember you wi l l  reap in the 
appointed season i f  you do not  lose heart  or  re lax in your courage. 

  

Have a wonderful  day today!  

  

  

Saturday, June 22nd 

  

"Walk in the l ight,  for such a t ime as this" 

by Dona Hake Yesterday I  shared wi th you that  one of  the f i rst  th ings our God 
did in creat ion was to not  only create but  to separate.  He separated the l ight  
f rom the dark.  As we l ive our l ives as v ictor ious bel ievers we too must keep our 
hearts,  soul ,  and mind separate f rom the ways of  darkness.  I  th ink somet imes 
when people read such a statement that  I  just  shared your f i rst  incl inat ion is to 
th ink of  not  doing bad th ings.  We do not  just  up and do bad th ings,  i t  begins wi th 
smal l  thoughts that  evolve into walk ing a wrong path,  making a decis ion contrary 
to the t ruth,  or  not  holding fast  to His Word in your l i fe.  

  

  



We are l iv ing in a t ime where spir i tual  darkness is on the increase. My heart  is  
extremely gr ieved to see when bel ievers refuse to acknowledge th is.  I t  is  not  
that  they do not  see i t  but  they go about their  business just  t ry ing to stay happy, 
keep busy and maintain a comfort  zone. As we cont inue to walk in His Word I  
bel ieve that  in the midst  of  th is deep darkness that  is  cover ing our earth wi th 
decept ion that  something very wonderful  is  going to t ranspire in Spir i t  l ike never 
before.  In order for  God to sweep th is earth and br ing many to Him, we MUST 
remain strong, upr ight  and di l igent  to walk in His t ruth.  Psalm 112:4 The Voice 
(VOICE) "When l i fe is  dark,  a l ight  wi l l  shine for  those who l ive r ight ly— those 
who are merci fu l ,  compassionate,  and str ive for  just ice."  

I  bel ieve many weaken in their  fa i th and do not  persist  in their  fa i th solely 
because they are afra id of  the condi t ion of  the wor ld.  We as bel ievers need to be 
aware of  what is  going on in the wor ld so that  we can be di l igent  to pray.  As we 
persist  in His Word and proclaim i t  as we l ive upr ight ly HE HAS PROMISED that  
l ight  wi l l  shine for  us in the midst  of  darkness.   We cannot st ick our heads in the 
sand and pretend i t  is  not  happening.  I  do not  s i t  and watch the news 24/7 but  I  
f ind i t  important  to f ind a good news source and fo l low to the degree of  being 
aware.   Let  our hearts be strengthened in knowing that . . .  

We do not have 
to be 
afraid 

for such a t ime as this we are here. 
  

Jesus addressed fear in the book of  Matthew and we need to refer  to th is 
scr ipture today in l ight  of  what I  am shar ing:  Matthew 24:5-7 Ampl i f ied Bible 
(AMP) "For many wi l l  come in (on the strength of)  My name appropr iat ing the 
name which belongs to Me, saying,  I  am the Chr ist  ( the Messiah),  and they wi l l  
lead many astray.  And you wi l l  hear of  wars and rumors of  wars;  see that  you 
are not  f r ightened or t roubled,  for  th is must take place,  but  the end is not  
yet .  For nat ion wi l l  r ise against  nat ion,  and k ingdom against  k ingdom, and there 
wi l l  be famines and earthquakes in place af ter  p lace;"  

  

  

As I  referred to yesterday's devot ional  ment ioning one of  the f i rst  th ings God did 
was separate l ight  f rom dark.  Let 's  look at  the word *separate* again in the 
scr iptures because in th is scr ipture there is something we wi l l  NEVER be 
separated f rom.. .  Romans 8:39 "Nor height  nor depth,  nor anything else in a l l  
creat ion wi l l  be able to SEPARATE us f rom the love of  God which is in Chr ist  
Jesus our Lord."  

  



  

Cont inue to shine for  Jesus and hold fast  to His promises.  God is cal l ing us in 
such a t ime as th is to be beacons of  l ight  to a wor ld that  is  looking for  answers 
to their  fears and they need the hope we can br ing to them. 

  

  

Friday June 21st 

 

" . . .and Then There Was Light." 

  

by Dona Hake 

Genesis 1:1-5 (The Voice) 
" In the beginning, God created everything: the heavens above and the 
earth below. Here’s what happened: At f irst  the earth lacked shape and was 
total ly empty, and a dark fog draped over the deep while God’s spiri t -wind 
hovered over the surface of the empty waters.  Then there was the voice of 
God. God: Let there be l ight.  And l ight f lashed into being. God saw that the 
l ight was beautiful  and good, and He separated the l ight from the darkness. 
God named the l ight “day” and the darkness “night.” Evening gave way to 
morning. That was day one. 
  

  

As we read th is port ion of  scr ipture we see the mighty hand of  God in the 
beginning as His He did everything in order and wi th purpose. I  went to bed in 
the wee hours of  the morning medi tat ing on l ight  and l ight  shin ing in the 
darkness.  I  fe l t  to go back to th is scr ipture and went to bed th inking about how 
God f i rst  of  a l l  created but  the very f i rst  th ing He separated was l ight  f rom 
darkness.  In l ight  of  that  I  th ink of  who we are and what He desires that  we 
represent in th is wor ld.  We must remind ourselves that  as bel ievers we are 
cal led to br ing l ight  into a wor ld of  darkness.  We are cal led to  separate 
ourselves  f rom anything associated wi th darkness.  We should not  be blending,  
we should be shining the br i l l iant  l ight  of  the l i fe of  the Lord Jesus Chr ist .  

  

  

2 Corinthians 4:6 



"For God, who commanded the l ight  to shine out  of  darkness,  hath shined in our 
hearts,  to g ive the l ight  of  the knowledge of  the glory of  God in the face of  Jesus 
Chr ist . "  I  cannot help but  th ink back to the evening that  I  received the Lord into 
my l i fe.  I  was so stubborn and was determined not  to say the s inner 's prayer that  
my f r iends begged me to pray.   I  had a handful  of  bel ieving Chr ist ian f r iends that  
were determined to see me in the Kingdom of God and I  was one argumentat ive 
stubborn young lady!    My f r iend convinced me to at tend a week long revival  and 
every evening as the cal l  to salvat ion was made I  sat  there stubbornly and 
refused to give in a l though the Light  was tugging at  my heart .  The very last  
evening dur ing the cal l  my good fr iend was on her knees at  the al ter  praying and 
I  knew she was praying for  me. The evangel ist  shared before he lef t  the stage, 
" I t  was good being wi th al l  of  you th is week, and i f  I  do not  see you again here I  
wi l l  see you in Heaven someday."  As I  sat  there I  can remember being struck  by 
th is man's bel ief  that  there was a Heaven and there was a Hel l .  I t  was his words 
of  bel ief  in His God that  brought the f inal  convincing words of  l ight  to my dark 
soul .  

  

  

  

I  encourage you today to not  underest imate your wi tness,  your words and your 
l i fe before those around you. They may seem unmovable as they c l ing to their  
stubborn ways,  but  they may be an arm's length away f rom making a decis ion.  I  
can remember get t ing up out  of  my seat and kneel ing beside my fr iend who had 
been di l igent ly praying for  me. I  asked the Lord Jesus into my heart  and I  I  
reached over and whispered in her ear " I  made the decis ion."  We wept together 
and to th is day I  can remember that  tangible feel ing of  the weight  of  s in fa l l ing 
of f  of  me as the l ight  and l i fe of  the Lord Jesus Chr ist  invaded my empty and 
dark heart .  

  

  

  

Today I  encourage you to be a l ight  to everyone around you, and do not  g ive up 
on praying for  the ones that  seem hopeless.   I  wi l l  be cont inuing to share on 
l ight  and what i t  should mean to us over the next  few days.  Praying your day wi l l  
be blessed. 

  

  

  



  

  

Thursday, June 20th 

 

 

 

"Guided In Humil i ty" 

  

by Dona Hake 
  

 
  

Yesterday I  shared the importance of  walk ing in integr i ty.   Proverbs 11:3 in the 
Easy to Read Version says,  "Good people are guided by their  honesty."     Above 
any people on th is earth I  bel ieve that  the bel iever of  the Lord Jesus Chr ist  
needs to exhibi t  integr i ty .   There is so much crookedness in th is wor ld that  
people are afra id to t rust  anyone anymore.   How sad i t  is  i f  a bel iever decides to 
walk in th is  path.   Our hearts and souls should be tugged at  the mere thought of  
not  doing what the Word of  God says.  Yet,  there are those that  feel  they can 
pick and choose the way in which they walk and t ry to convince themselves that  
God is walk ing wi th them. 
  

 
  

Many t imes people l ike th is th ink that  just  because al l  is  wel l  that  God's hand of  
b lessing is on i t  but  the t ime wi l l  come when truth wi l l  come to show up.  I  
remember Roberts L iardon saying,  "Truth ALWAYS out l ives a l ie."   God wants 
our hearts to be pure,  r ight  and of  utmost integr i ty .   His hand wi l l  never bless 
that  which is of  an impure mot ive or thought.  
  

 
  

Proverbs 25:9 (The Voice) 
  

"With just ice,  He directs the humble in ALL that  is  r ight  and He shows them His 
way."   We can stand in knowing that  He wi l l  d i rect  us to walk in the r ight  path 



and He wi l l  be fa i thfu l  to cause us to walk in that  path.  
  

 
  

1 Peter 5:5  (Ampl i f ied) 
  

"For God sets Himsel f  against  the proud ( the insolent ,  the overbear ing,  the 
disdainful ,  the presumptuous,  the boast fu l )—[and He opposes,  f rustrates,  and 
defeats them],  but  g ives grace ( favor,  b lessing) to the humble."  
  

 
  

I t  is  p la in ly put  here in th is scr ipture that  God does not  lead those that  choose a 
l i fe of  pr ide.   The good news is that  i f  one is in th is sad place that  i f  he humble 
himsel f  He wi l l  a lways restore him and He wi l l  pour out  His grace and blessing to 
back to him. Let  us be mindful  of  the condi t ion of  our hearts in every area of  our 
l ives.   Ask the Holy Spir i t  dai ly  to show you i f  you be in pr ide in any area of  your 
l i fe that  you be not  h indered in receiv ing guidance when you need i t .  
  

 
  

 
  

God is our refuge, our hope, our l ight ! ! !   He wi l l  lead us as He has 
promised!  Blessings to you th is day.  
  

 
  

 
  

Wednesday, June 19th  

 

  

"Walking In Integrity"  

  



by Dona Hake  
  

  
  

Today I  wi l l  cont inue on the subject  of  guidance.  I  ment ioned yesterday that  we 
al l  need i t  and many t imes we face decis ions in our l i fe that  can be 
tough.  Decis ions that  not  only af fect  you but  others as wel l  can cause fear to 
come to your heart .   I  bel ieve wi th al l  my heart  that  the Lord can go before us 
showing us exact ly the r ight  th ing to do.   I  came across th is quote yesterday and 
I  just  loved i t .  
  

  
  

"God shal l  be my hope, My stay,  my guide and lantern to my feet ."  Wi l l iam 
Shakespeare  
  

  
  

I f  God is your hope, He is a lways ahead of  you.   I f  He is your stay,  He is a lways 
al l  that  you need in the present.   I f  He is your guide,  He is a l l  that  you need 
whi le you are moving and i f  He is your lantern to your feet  there wl l  a lways be 
steps in the r ight  d i rect ion.  
  

I  th ink we must look at  th is as a l i festy le NOT just  when you need to make a 
decis ion.   Many t imes people go about their  l ives f rom day to day and do not  
consul t  the Lord on the s imple matters.   I  bel ieve the sooner we exercise the 
habi t  of  looking to Him for  guidance in as much as possible,  our l i fe wi l l  f low in 
such a greater way.    
  

  
  

There are th ings as far  as decis ion making that  are just  common sense 
wisdom.  Somet imes I  have to admit  that  there are t imes I  see people doing 
th ings and I  cannot understand how just  out  of  common sense they do not  
real ize that  what they are doing is going to hurt  them.  Then there are th ings 
that  the Word of  God pla in ly lays out  that  we are to do and i t  is  not  a matter  of  
even praying about.   The Word of  God is the ul t imate Manual  for  our l i fe and we 
are to l ive by i t .   When a bel iever decides to pick and choose the guidel ines of  
h is l i fe there wi l l  a lways be t roubles in the decis ion making department.    
  



  
  

When you l ive,  breath and move by the Spir i t  of  the Liv ing God you wi l l  be a 
person of  integr i ty .   You wi l l  a lways want to do the r ight  th ing.    I  am going to 
share two versions of  scr ipture f rom Proverbs 11:3:  
  

  
  

New Li fe Version  
  

"The honor of  good people wi l l  lead them, but  those who hurt  others wi l l  be 
destroyed by their  own fa lse ways."  
  

  
  

Ampl i f ied Bible  
  

"  The integr i ty of  the upr ight  shal l  guide them, but  the wi l l fu l  contrar iness and 
crookedness of  the t reacherous shal l  destroy them."  
  

  
  

When one chooses to be wi l l fu l ly  contrary in the everyday af fa i rs he wi l l  f ind 
himsel f  in some crooked s i tuat ions.   There is absolutely NO, ZIP, ZERO need to 
scratch your head why people l ike th is are in t rouble.   I f  you need any examples 
al l  you have to do is turn the TV on and watch the news.  I t  is  so gr ievous to see 
that  when people choose a l i fe of  l ies and crookedness that  they are doomed.  
  

  
  

We as bel ievers need to choose l i fe,  choose His ways,  choose His Word each 
and every minute we take a breath.   The more we do th is the more we wi l l  see 
our l ives moving more f reely wi th the Spir i t  of  God.   God is a God of  a l l  that  is  
good, pure and lovely and we need to walk in that  manner as wel l .   Praying your 
day wi l l  be blessed as you walk hand in hand wi th Him!  
  

  



  

Tuesday, June 18th 

  

"He Shall  Guide You" 

by Dona Hake 

  

Everyone of  us wi l l  face t imes in th is l i fe in  which we feel  we need guidance. No 
matter  how young or o ld you are,  you wi l l  be faced wi th feel ings of  not  knowing 
which way to turn and you just  want someone to point  you in the r ight  d i rect ion.  I  
th ink the hardest  t imes are when you feel  you are t ry ing to make an important  
decis ion in the midst  of  t ry ing c i rcumstances and there is no room for  error .  This 
can be a place where fear could enter your heart  because you want so badly to 
do the r ight  th ing.  Another t ime that  decis ion making can be di f f icul t  is  i f  you are 
deal ing wi th a physical  condi t ion and you can' t  even th ink stra ight  because you 
feel  so badly.  

  

  

  

I t  is  of  utmost importance that  we get  f i rmly establ ished in the fact  that  God has 
promised that  He would never leave us or forsake us.  That means NEVER. 
Things may seem upside down in your l i fe,  but  He is st i l l  there eager to st i l l  your 
soul .   No matter  how much you have messed up or how ever confused you may 
feel ,  His Word is good and He NEVER changes. I  wi l l  say that  again. . .He NEVER 
changes. Isaiah 58:11 Ampl i f ied Bible (AMP) 11 And the Lord shal l  guide you 
cont inual ly  and sat isfy you in drought and in dry places and make strong your 
bones.  And you shal l  be l ike a watered garden and l ike a spr ing of  water whose 
waters fa i l  not .  

  

  

When I  th ink of  a drought I  th ink about severe dryness.  I t  is  those t imes when 
we are exper iencing drought in our hearts that  we need to determine ourselves 
to keep our eyes on Him. When you are faced wi th such t imes you have to 
remember a very important  th ing and that  is  to not  be moved by what you feel .  I  
th ink we need to understand that  even in t imes where we feel  unsure that   we 
need to back up and hold fast  to one t ruth and that  is  He said,  " I  WILL NOT 
LEAVE YOU OR FORSAKE YOU" and that  means even in the t imes you are 
being tempted to feel  He is not  there for  you.   This s imply is  not  t rue and do not  



le t  the devi l  speak th is l ie to you. 

  

  

  

Hebrews 11:1-2 Easy-to-Read Version "Fai th is  what makes real  the th ings we 
hope for .  I t  is  proof  of  what we cannot see. God was pleased wi th the people 
who l ived a long t ime ago because they had fa i th l ike th is."  

  

  

  

In those t imes in which we are tempted to be moved by what we do not  see,  we 
need to be assured that  He is there.  Let  us look to Him and draw upon the 
strength of  His Spir i t  and the refreshment that  He of fers.  His presence wi l l  be 
l ike a gent le ra in that  wi l l  come and minister  to you in your t ime of  need. Who 
Jesus is and al l  that  He gives wi l l  never fa i l  us.  We wi l l  be l ike a wel l  watered 
garden and l ike a spr ing of  water whose waters fa i l  not .  

  

  

  

There are many aspects of  receiv ing guidance and I  p lan to cont inue on shar ing 
on them over the next  few days.  God bless you as you keep your eyes focused 
on Him! 

  

  

  

Monday, June 17th 

"Deeply Planted In Him" 

by Dona Hake 

  

Colossians 2:7 "  Have the roots [of  your being]  f i rmly and deeply planted [ in 
Him, f ixed and founded in Him],  being cont inual ly bui l t  up in Him, becoming 
increasingly more conf i rmed and establ ished in the fa i th,  just  as you were 



taught,  and abounding and overf lowing in i t  wi th thanksgiv ing."  

  

  

This scr ipture gives us such a picture of  how our spir i tual  st rength should be.  I  
th ink of  my garden as I  read th is.  I  just  love my garden and al l  the beaut i fu l  
f lowers in i t .  Each one is d i f ferent  in i ts  own unique way. One loves sun al l  day 
and one loves the shade only.  When plant ing I  took extra care where to place 
each one so i t  would thr ive and grow to i ts  potent ia l .  Yesterday I  not iced one of  
my Gerber dais ies just  tota l ly  wi l ted so I  gave i t  a b i t  more water than the others 
and today i t  is  a l l  perked up and beaut i fu l  again.  Weeds seem to f ind their  way 
no matter  how much tending I  g ive my garden so my di l igence to keep 
weeds  out  determines the heal th of  my f lowers.  So i t  is  wi th the garden of  our 
hearts.  

  

  

We must seek to know Chr ist  more and more each day that  our spir i tual  roots 
grow deeper and deeper.   We want our l ives to be beaut i fu l  for  Him so our 
spir i tual  " root  system" is important  to watch over.    As we submit  to the Lord and 
the counsel  of  His Word we wi l l  cont inue to become steadfast  and unmovable.  
When the "weeds" of  th is wor ld t ry to come in and choke the l i fe out  of  us,  there 
must be di l igence on our part  to r ip them out and be watchful  that  they do not  
come back.  Let  us look at  Psalm 1:1-  I  love how this port ion of  scr ipture  so 
beaut i fu l ly  depicts the one that  l ives a guarded l i fe before the Lord.  He who is 
d i l igent  over h is soul  wi l l  be l ike a strong t ree wi th strong roots and he wi l l  not  
be moved. 

  

Psalm 1:1-3 

1 "Happy is the man who does not  walk in the way s inful  men te l l  h im to,  or  
stand in the path of  s inners,  or  s i t  wi th those who laugh at  the t ruth.2 But he 
f inds joy in the Law of  the Lord and th inks about His Law day and night .  3 This 
man is l ike a t ree planted by r ivers of  water,  which gives i ts  f ru i t  at  the r ight  t ime 
and i ts  leaf  never dr ies up.  Whatever he does wi l l  work out  wel l  for  h im." 

  

  

Oh that  our focus would be upon Him from the t ime our feet  h i t  the f loor unt i l  we 
l ie down again in the evening.  Oh how wonderful  to th ink of  my l i fe being as a 
v ibrant  heal thy t ree planted by cool  st reams of  water wi th f ru i t  that  r ipens and 
God uses my fru i t  to reach those around me.  Remember. . .He is growing f ru i t  in 



you, but  i t  is  in His t iming.  Don' t  be impat ient  wi th yoursel f .  As you are obedient  
to Him, He is fa i thfu l  and He wi l l  complete His work in You. I t  is  as we remain 
steadfast  and di l igent  that  we can know that  a l l  that  we put  our hand to wi l l  
prosper and we wi l l  bear f ru i t  that  wi l l  remain.  

  

  

Thank Him today for  the work that  He is doing in your l i fe and bel ieve for  Him to 
cont inue to work in you. Be di l igent  over your soul  and stay in fe l lowship wi th 
Him from dawn to dusk.  God bless you r ichly and bel ieve for  Him to do above 
and beyond al l  you dare ask or th ink!  (Ephesians 3:20) 

  

  

  

Sunday, June 16th 

  

"I  Wil l  Not Be Moved" 

by Dona Hake Colossians 2:6 (Ampl i f ied) "As you have therefore received 
Chr ist ,  [even] Jesus the Lord,  [so]  walk (regulate your l ives and conduct 
yourselves) in union wi th and conformity to Him."  I  love how the Ampl i f ied 
t ranslat ion br ings the word *walk* to l i fe and fur ther def in ing i t  as to regulate 
and conduct yourselves to l ive in conformity to Him. Somet imes a few words can 
cause you to stop and ponder a scr ipture in a deeper and necessary way. Many 
t imes bel ievers are not  able to stand and be strong because when al l  is  going 
wel l  or  there is no pressure they do not  stay consistent  in maintain ing and 
regulat ing what they have by fa i th.  I  would l ike to fur ther def ine the word 
*regulate* according to the dict ionary:  

  

regulate:  * to control  or  d i rect  by a ru le,  pr incip le,  method, etc * to adjust  to some 
standard or requirement,  as amount,  degree, etc * to adjust  so as to ensure 
accuracy of  operat ion * to put  in good order 

  

  

In order for  us to be f i rm in our fa i th and always abounding in the work of  the 
Lord we must l ive by His pr incip les and always doing th ings by His ru les.  Our 
opinions about a matter  in our l ives or anyone else's holds no water in God's 
eyes.  We must seek God's word and His opinion on everything we do.  As we are 



di l igent  to do th is and we ask Him for  d iscernment over our l ives we wi l l  f ind that  
we wi l l  be hear ing His voice as necessary when there are areas that  need 
adjustment wi th in us.  I  bel ieve wi th al l  my heart  that  the Lord loves nothing more 
than to see us desir ing to walk in obedience and upr ightness before 
Him. Romans 12:2 (The Voice) "Do not a l low th is wor ld to mold you in i ts  own 
image. Instead, be t ransformed from the inside out  by renewing your mind.  As a 
resul t ,  you wi l l  be able to discern what God wi l ls  and whatever God f inds good, 
p leasing,  and complete."  

  

  

Over the next  few days (unless the Lord directs otherwise) I  want to cont inue 
expounding on Colossians 2:6-8.  I  bel ieve that  one of  the secrets to remaining 
strong in our walk as a Chr ist ian is to have a wholehearted desire to know that  
what we are doing is r ight  in His s ight .  I t  is  so easy to t ry to keep up wi th what 
everyone else is doing but  th is is  not  what God is asking.  I  can remember a 
poster I  used to have hanging in my classroom that  said,  "What is  r ight  is  not  
a lways popular,  what is  popular is  not  a lways r ight ."  Somet imes i t  wi l l  take 
strength and courage to do the s implest  of  th ings that  are r ight  because of  the 
cr i t ic ism you my face.  Let  us be strong in taking a stand for  what is  r ight .  May 
we seek His ways,  His di rect ions and purpose to l ive by the rules of  the Word of  
God. As we do so,  our l i fe wi l l  be blessed, strong and always abounding in Him. 

  

God bless you and keep you as you serve Him this day!  

  

  

  

Saturday, June 15th 

  

  

"The Strength of the Unmovable" 

  

by Dona Hake 

  

We l ive in a day in which we as bel ievers need to be very wise and discerning.  
There are so many th ings out  there being of fered and learned so that  one can 



cope wi th today's pressures and anxiet ies.  We can be conf ident though that  as 
s in abounds so does the grace of  God and so the grace of  God wi l l  abound in us 
as wel l .  We must remain unmovable and always abounding in His work.  
Therefore,  we must do al l  that  we know to remain strong. Strength does not  just  
happen in our spir i tual  walk.  I f  we do not  eat ,  dr ink and get  proper rest  our 
bodies would begin to get  weak and our minds would grow weary.  I t  is  the same 
in spir i t ,  we have to cont inue to nour ish ourselves and do al l  we know to do that  
we may remain strong in Him.  

  

  

  

In Colossians 2:6-8 (The Voice) Paul  was cal l ing the bel ievers in Colossae to 
remain steadfast  in their  fa i th.  "Now that  you have welcomed the Anointed One, 
Jesus the Lord,  into your l ives,  cont inue to journey wi th Him and al low Him to 
shape your l ives.  7 Let  your roots grow down deeply in Him, and let  Him bui ld 
you up on a f i rm foundat ion.  Be strong in the fa i th,  just  as you were taught,  and 
always spi l l  over wi th thankfulness.  8 Make sure no predator makes you his prey 
through some misleading phi losophy and empty decept ion based on t radi t ions 
fabr icated by mere mortals.  These are sourced in the elementary pr incip les 
or ig inat ing in th is wor ld and not  in the Anointed One (so don’ t  let  their  ta lks 
capture you)."  

  

  

  

As we cont inue in our journey we must a l low the Lord to cont inue to mold us ,  
shape us and we must draw upon Him for  everything.  We are wi tnessing a t ime 
in the wor ld where l ike never before there are al l  k inds of  out lets for  re l ieving 
stress,  receiv ing peace for  the soul ,  and remaining a strong conf ident person. 
There are medicat ions to keep you up and those that  calm you down wi th s ide 
ef fects that  could make one commit  suic ide.  More and more people are turning 
to these th ings as answers and not  even consider ing God to be the answer to 
their  need or problem. 

  

  

  

In th is scr ipture I  love how this version says to "spi l l  over wi th thankfulness."  
Something has to be fu l l  in order for  i t  to spi l l  over.  Let  us be fu l l  and stay fu l l  of  
Him and determine ourselves to be thankful .  Many t imes when the pressure is on 



we may f ind our eyes being pul led and tugged away f rom that  which is good in 
our l i fe.  I  know you have probably heard th is but  I  th ink i t  of ten when I  am 
having a bad day and that  is . . . " th ings can always be worse."   Let  us dwel l  upon 
the good th ings and many blessings that  the Lord has bestowed upon us.   Share 
what the Lord has done for  you today and be a vessel  of  encouragement to the 
one that  th inks their  wor ld is  fa l l ing apart .   Hurt ing people are looking for  
strength and they need to see people that  l ive in real  st rength that  comes only 
f rom a real  God. 

  

  

  

I  wi l l  cont inue to share in the devot ional  tomorrow about being unmovable and 
f lour ishing in Him. Be blessed th is day as you fo l low and serve Him. God bless 
you! 

  

  

  

Friday, June 14th 

  

  

". . .and I  wil l  cause you to rest." 

by Dona Hake 

  

Matthew 11:28-29 Ampl i f ied Bible (AMP) 28 Come to Me, a l l  you who labor and 
are heavy- laden and overburdened, and I  wi l l  cause you to rest .  I  wi l l  ease and 
rel ieve and refresh your souls.  29 Take My yoke upon you and learn of  Me, for  I  
am gent le (meek) and humble ( lowly)  in heart ,  and you wi l l  f ind rest  re l ief  and 
ease and refreshment and recreat ion and blessed quiet)  for  your souls.  

  

  

  

This scr ipture te l ls  me how Jesus understood the nature of  man and man's 
temptat ion to do more than what he was created for .  I  th ink about t imes in my 



l i fe where there are just  one too many th ings going on and you are t ry ing to 
serve or keep up wi th th ings.  I  th ink the biggest  mistake we can make is re ly on 
our own abi l i ty  and strength to accompl ish th ings.  

  

  

  

In verse twenty eight  Jesus was giv ing an invi tat ion to the overburdened and 
weary.  I  love how He was basical ly  saying I  wi l l  CAUSE you to rest .  I  wi l l  
RELIEVE your soul .  I  wi l l  REFRESH your soul  i f  you come to Him.  I t  reminds me 
of  Psalm twenty three where the "He makes me to lay down in green pastures" 
and "He leads me beside the st i l l  waters."  The f i rst  step in the r ight  d i rect ion 
when wear iness hi ts our soul  is  to  to go to Him. Yes,  s imply GO to Him. Do not  
turn to your own means of  rest  and peace. 

  

  

  

Jesus proceeds to te l l  us to take His yoke. Farmers used to yoke the young ox 
wi th the old exper ienced ox to t ra in them. The old ox wi l l  take the major load 
and the young one wi l l  be walk ing along and learning f rom him. I f  you read th is 
verses in l ight  of  th is,  i t  makes more sense. As we walk along s ide of  Jesus and 
learn of  Him things wi l l  go so much bet ter  for  us.  I  th ink i t  is  important  to note 
that  Jesus made a point  to say immediately that  He was gent le (meek) and 
humble( lowly)  in heart .  The opposi te of  these two th ings is the pr ide of  man. So 
many t imes we resist  God in areas and we try to just  do th ings our way. We can 
not  c la im to have Jesus walk ing along s ide of  us and insist  on doing i t  our way. 

  

  

  

Jesus wants us to t ru ly submit  to His way and His Word.  Jesus set  us f ree f rom 
the bondages of  th is wor ld.  I f  you are under the yoke of  s in,  gui l t ,  fa i lures,  
anxiet ies or  worry you need to stop,  humble yoursel f  and hook up wi th Jesus.  
Jesus has set  us f ree f rom that  weight  that  you are t ry ing to carry.  Come to Him 
and cast  that  burden on Him. I  a lso love the v isual  I  get  when I  th ink of  being 
yoked to Jesus.  I f  I  am tru ly connected and I  am f lowing wi th Him and hear ing 
His voice I  wi l l  walk wi thout struggle in  my heart .  When hardship hi ts He wi l l  
enable me to walk through i t  because He is carry ing the load. 

  



  

  

Walk wi th Him today.  Walk c lose to Him and fo l low His lead. Learn f rom Him and 
hear f rom Him. The more you learn f rom Him, the more you wi l l  learn about 
yoursel f .  God bless you and I  pray you wi l l  have a wonderful  day! 

  

  

  

Thursday, June 13th 

  

"He Wil l  Direct Your Paths" 

by Dona Hake 

  

For the past  few days I  have been shar ing about the peace that  passes 
understanding.  I t  is  so wonderful  that  we can be saturated,  permeated, and f i l led 
to the fu l l  wi th God's peace. I  f ind i t  interest ing that  the Lord has so many 
blessings that  can surpass our understanding.  In other words they can not  be 
f igured out .  With fa i th He wants us to just  bel ieve and not  be moved by what we 
see nor should we be moved by what we do not  see.  I t  a lways comes back to the 
fact  that  we have to keep our mind,  wi l l  and emot ions out  of  the picture.  We 
need to keep our mind,  wi l l  and emot ions al l  submit ted to Him and cont inue to 
al low Him to t ransform us.  

  

  

  

Today I  want to share about Him stra ightening out  your paths.  Many t imes in our 
l ives we may encounter feel ing l ike we do not  know what d i rect ion to go.  You 
may feel  you are in a place that  you have never been before and i t  could 
potent ia l ly  br ing apprehension or fear to your heart .  

  

  

  

Yesterday I  was needing to t ravel  to someone's home and since I  am not fami l iar  



with the area in which she l ived I  grabbed my fa i thfu l  Garmin GPS .  I  love my 
GPS because I  lean on i t  and t rust  i t  to get  me where I  need to be.  I  love how i t  
te l ls  me my est imated t ime of  arr ival .  I  love when i t  te l ls  me I  just  made a wrong 
turn and speaks up to te l l  me i t  is  going to recalculate for  me. There have been 
a few t imes that  I  have ended up of f  course and I  was a bi t  nervous but  every 
t ime I  have used my GPS i t  has got ten me where I  need to be. 

  

  

  

Yesterday,  I  knew the main road I  would have taken to th is young ladies house 
is qui te a busy one and also nerve wracking to dr ive on.  As I  fo l lowed the 
direct ions of  the GPS I  was pleasant ly surpr ised at  a l l  the beaut i fu l  back roads I  
found mysel f  on.  I  had absolutely no c lue where I  was but  I  was enjoying i t .  I t  
s teered me total ly  away f rom the busy highway that  I  was wishing I  d id not  have 
to t ravel  on.  I f  I  would had been on these roads wi thout my GPS I  can honest ly 
say I  would had been in anxiety that  I  was possibly lost .  I  was blessed to arr ive 
on t ime and I  enjoyed i t .  I f  I  had to t ravel  back home the same way I  would have 
had to total ly  t rust  the GPS because I  was never on that  path before.  

  

  

  

As I  was ponder ing th is devot ion and the fo l lowing scr ipture I  began to th ink how 
many t imes in l i fe we just  do not  know nor do we understand what we are to do 
and we just  need to s imply t rust  Him and keep our mind,  our smarts,  and our 
opinion out  of  the equat ion.  Proverbs 3:5-6 "  Trust  in the Lord wi th al l  your 
heart  And do not  lean on your own understanding.  In a l l  your ways acknowledge 
Him, And He wi l l  make your paths stra ight ."  

  

  

  

I  encourage you today to t rust  Him with al l  of  your heart  and keep your mind out  
of  the equat ion.  Al low Him to take you places in the Spir i t  that  you have never 
been before and enjoy the journey.  Many t imes He takes us places just  so He 
can show more of  Himsel f  to us.  He want to surpr ise us wi th so many th ings as 
we just  let  go and bel ieve Him to make our paths stra ight .  The secret  is  to 
acknowledge Him in al l  you do keeping Him in al l  the decis ions of  your day.  God 
bless you as you serve Him! 



  

  

  

  

Wednesday, June 12th 

"My Eyes Are Fixed On Him" 

by Dona Hake 

"You wi l l  keep in perfect  peace al l  who t rust  in you, a l l  whose thoughts are f ixed 
on you! "  Isaiah 26:3 Now I  wi l l  make emphasis on two words wi th in the 
scr ipture. . .  "YOU WILL keep in perfect  peace al l  who t rust  in you. . . "  

  

  

As my feet  h i t  the f loor th is morning the f i rst  thoughts I  had were "Oh God, YOU 
ARE so fa i thful . "  HE WILL be fa i thful  to be al l  that  I  need Him to be today.  God 
always keeps His Word and in keeping i t ,  i t  wi l l  a lways demonstrate His greatest  
in whatever area your need may be.  Today once again I  speak of  peace but  not  
just  any peace. The wor ld is  fu l l  of  ways to get  peace. Some think i f  they go to 
the mountains and s i t  in the sunset they have peace. Some si t  by the ocean and 
the v iew and smel l  of  the ocean air  may br ing them peace. There are so many 
th ings people do for  peace and rest  and these two th ings are not  wrong in and of  
themselves,  but  th is is  not  where you f ind peace. The wor ld has taught us how to 
medi tate,  how to proper ly th ink about th ings,  on and on I  could go about the 
ways of  the wor ld.  God is the one that  br ings t rue and last ing peace. I t  is  the 
peace that  surpasses ALL understanding as Phi l ippians 4:7 says. . . "And the 
peace of  God, which surpasses al l  comprehension,  wi l l  guard your hearts and 
your minds in Chr ist  Jesus. 

  

  

I f  you are a bel iever you must establ ish ALL that  you need comes from Him and 
Him alone. Let 's  th ink about the fact  that  He created us and He knows us inside 
and out .  One th ing I  have read many t imes is that  worry and fear wi l l  just  mess 
your heal th up.  I t  messes up your th inking and how you v iew th ings.  Our God did 
not  create our minds to worry and fear,  He created our minds to th ink great  
th ings,  make decis ions,  th ink about our words before they come out of  our 
mouths,  etc. . .  Our minds can do wonderful  th ings or they can destroy us.  

  



  

Now let 's  look at  Isaiah 26:3 in the Ampl i f ied version. . .  "You wi l l  guard him and 
keep him in perfect  and constant  peace whose mind [both i ts  incl inat ion and i ts  
character]  is  stayed on You, because he commits himsel f  to You, leans on You, 
and hopes conf ident ly in You."  

  

  

I  love how this vers ion says that  He wi l l  keep us not  only in perfect  peace but  in 
constant  peace. I  th ink i t  is  such a blessing knowing the in the midst  of  the 
stress and struggles a day can br ing that  the Lord can provide a constant  peace 
f lowing wi th in us.  There is something about th is scr ipture that  I  cannot help to 
br ing up and that  is  i f  God's peace is permeat ing you in such a way i t  is  bound 
to show and f low to others around you. I t  is  one th ing to be th inking about the 
peace you need but  you may be in a s i tuat ion where those around you need i t  as 
wel l .  What a beaut i fu l  opportuni ty to share about Jesus as they inquire of  how 
you are able to keep your peace in the midst  of  a stressful  s i tuat ion. 

  

  

There is an important  factor  that  h inges to having th is constant ,  permeat ing 
peace and that  is  that  you must keep your thoughts f ixed on Him. There again 
the Ampl i f ied version spel ls  that  word out a bi t  and i t  means that  we need to 
commit  our sel f  to Him, lean on Him and hope conf ident ly.  We dare not  a l low our 
thoughts to roam without the restr ic t ions of  what God's Word says about the 
s i tuat ion.  

  

I  cannot help but  th ink  about my German Shepherd wi th the word * f ixed*.  We 
have bunnies,  squirre ls,  chipmunks,  cats,  groundhogs, ducks. . .a l l  k inds of  th ings 
on our property.  I f  she sees something she desires I  am tel l ing you she f ixes her 
eyes on whatever i t  is  and you can not  move her and YOU WILL not  change her 
mind or d istract  her of f  of  i t .  She wi l l  s tare at  i t  and just  s i t  and stay focused. 
We can certa in ly learn f rom this analogy.    We can also be unmovable and f ixed 
on that  which we desire and need from God. 

  

  

Today,  whatever i t  is  you need I  encourage you to f ix  your eyes on Him for  i t .  
F ix your eyes and heart  on that  expectat ion that  is  wi th in your heart .  Remember 
to keep your thoughts in check and make sure they are not  roaming about.  I  
thank God that  He is able to help us to do everything He requires of  us.  We 



serve a wonderful  God. The Holy Spir i t  has come along s ide of  you to help you 
and teach you and assist  you throughout your day.  God bless you as you serve 
Him today!  

  

  

  

  

Tuesday, June 11th 

  

"Permeated In His Perfect Peace" 

by Dona Hake 

  

  

Somet imes l i fe gets in the way and we get tempted to lose our peace. 
Somet imes we just  f lat  out  lose i t .  I  hate when th is happens because I  love when 
I  know God's peace is permeat ing me and my day is f lowing because of  i t .  I  am 
not ta lk ing about days that  everything is going my way ei ther.  I  am talk ing about 
even when th ings are fa l l ing apart  at  the seams. Yes,  you can have God's peace 
even when th ings are fa l l ing apart  at  the seams.  But there wi l l  be those days 
that  you feel  you have so much on your "p late" that  you cannot do one more 
th ing and then exhaust ion hi ts.  The past  week has been l ike that  for  me. I  would 
have to say I  have been remaining wi th God's peace but  yesterday i t  a l l  s tar ted 
to go downhi l l  for  me. Usual ly I  have th is devot ional  created by very late in the 
evening and ready to post  in the morning so here I  am just  star t ing i t  th is 
morning.  I t 's  okay because I  knew I  just  needed a good night 's  s leep and th is 
morning I  wi l l  be able to do th is.  

  

  

  

Let  me star t  out  wi th ta lk ing about God's peace that  permeates me. This word 
"permeate" is  one I  love to use because i t  g ives me a v isual  every t ime I  say i t .  I  
usual ly  say i t  when I  am praying for  someone that  needs peace. What does the 
word permeate mean? I t  means to pass into or  through every part  of  something 
to be di f fused through, pervade or saturate.  Last  evening I  was not  feel ing 
permeated wi th God's peace.  I  went to bed wi th concern I  would not  have th is 



devot ional   put  together but  here I  s i t  as I  am typing wi th a l i t t le gr in on my face 
because th is morning God's peace is a l l  over me  and I  am feel ing the 
inspirat ion that  I  need to do th is and go on wi th the rest  of  my day. 

  

  

  

Qui te honest ly I  do not  understand how anyone can l ive wi thout God's peace 
permeat ing their  heart  and mind. I  see somet imes that  even His chi ldren just  
k ind of  get  used to f ly ing by the seat of  their  pants wi th their  own composure 
and strength.  That may get  you into your day but  I  wi l l  say th is,  i t  wi l l  never 
sustain you l ike God's peace does.  God wants to give us His ALL because He 
gave His ALL for  us.  He does not  want to see us short  changed in any way 
spir i tual ly  .  I t  is  our choice though i f  we choose to l ive wi thout i t ,  and qui te 
honest ly He wi l l  not  twist  your arm to make you l ive any di f ferent ly.  God is good, 
He is a gent leman and I  know i t  real ly  gr ieves His heart  when we set t le for  less 
than what He has. 

  

  

  

Today I  am thankful .  Not only do I  feel  permeated wi th His peace and strength to 
go on wi th another day,  but  I  feel  a f resh joy because I  learned something about 
me. I  learned I  need to t rust  Him more and nothing should cause me to let  go of  
His peace. Even doing good th ings can cause you to lose your peace i f  you are 
not  doing i t  in the order and way that  He desires for  you to do i t .  L ike they say,  
"L ive and learn!"  Tomorrow I  wi l l  be shar ing on Isaiah 26:3.  This scr ipture wi l l  go 
hand in hand wi th today's devot ional .  I  encourage you to th ink about the word 
*permeate* today!  As you th ink about th is word,  I  want you to th ink about God's 
peace. Is His peace permeat ing you or does i t  come and go? I f  we are not  in 
God's peace i t  is  because we have lef t  i t  s l ip away. "You wi l l  guard him and 
keep him in perfect  and constant  peace whose mind [both i ts  incl inat ion and i ts  
character]  is  stayed on You, because he commits himsel f  to You, leans on You, 
and hopes conf ident ly in You."  Isaiah 26:3 

  

Have a wonderful  day and stay permeated!! ! !  

  

  

  



  

 Monday, June 10th 

  

"Search Me Oh Lord and know my heart" 

by Dona Hake 

  

Psalm 139:23-24 (NRSV) 
"Search me, O God, and know my heart ;  test  me and know my thoughts.  See i f  
there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever last ing."  I  bel ieve a 
very good prayer to ask the Lord on a regular  basis is  asking Him to search our 
heart  and expose anything that  would hinder our walk wi th Him. To me i t  is  so 
l iberat ing to know that  my God knows me inside and out  and I  feel  i t  is  so 
important  to stay humble before Him. I t  is  as we remain humble that  we can 
receive f rom Him what He sees and what we need to see. I t  is  only as we grow 
in humi l i ty  that  He can stop us and correct  us i f  we are asking Him for  something 
that  is  not  good for  us or  we are asking wi th wrong mot ives.  

  

I  am going to give you an example to help you connect wi th th is thought.  Did you 
ever have your chi ld ask you for  something they real l l l l l l l l l l ly  want.  Let 's  say they 
ask you for  a piece of  candy about an hour before bedt ime. I f  they are of  age to 
understand you may begin to explain to them why they cannot have the candy.  
Let 's  say their  react ion to your wise explanat ion is one of  those "pret ty p lease" 
looks that  come over their  cute l i t t le face and they proceed to t ry to convince 
you that  they should have i t .  I f  you are a good parent th inking wisely you wi l l  put  
your foot  down and say no.   A loving parent that  understands such 
consequences wi l l  put  their  foot  down and that  is  the end of  i t .  

  

  

I  can remember ta lk ing to my one son when he was younger af ter  he asked a 
quest ion and he did not  understand the  answer I  gave him. I  said,  "Somet imes 
you are not  going to understand answers to your quest ions  because you are too 
young to understand, but  I  ask you just  t rust  me as your mother.  You don' t  
a lways need to understand before you agree. You need to t rust  me that  I  am 
tel l ing you the t ruth and giv ing you the wisdom that  you need for  th is matter"  I  
would proceed to explain that  submission to author i ty wi l l  make you want to obey 
whether you agree or understand. L ikewise we are to submit  to God because He 
loves us and we can t rust  Him. Somet imes th is is  how the Lord deals wi th us.  He 
s imply desires that  we obey and do what He asks or asks us not  to do and as 



t ime goes by the understanding wi l l  come to us by the Holy Spir i t .  

  

  

As we stay conscious of  God and let  Him be our f r iend we wi l l  become more 
aware of  His presence. When you stay aware of  His presence, you wi l l  be 
incl ined more to check in wi th Him and inquire of  Him in the matters and 
concerns of  your l i fe.  Today as you go about your day th ink about how real  He 
is.   Jesus wants to be your f r iend.   Isn ' t  that  an awesome thought??? Think 
about how much He desires to hear your heart  and how He desires that  you hear 
His heart .   Pray of ten and al low Him to search and know your heart  that  He can 
reveal  Himsel f  to you!  The lyr ics to th is song should bless you in l ight  of  th is 
devot ional . . .  

  

1. "What a f r iend we have in Jesus,  Al l  our s ins and gr iefs to bear!  What a 
pr iv i lege to carry Everything to God in prayer!  Oh, what peace we of ten 
for fe i t ,  Oh, what needless pain we bear,  Al l  because we do not  
carry Everything to God in prayer!"  

2.  
3. lyr ics in part  f rom "What A Fr iend We Have In Jesus" 
  

Have a wonderful  day! ! ! !  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

  

  

  

Sunday, June 9th 
"The Deeper the Valley the Deeper the Strength" 
by Dona Hake Today I  am being reminded that  death is not  the end, and when 
you know that  the indiv idual  knew Jesus we embrace the hope that  we wi l l  see 
them in Heaven some day.  Losing someone is never easy but  when i t  is  a young 
person i t  is  a l l  so hard to grasp.  Yesterday one of  our fami ly members went to 
be wi th Jesus and he was only twenty three years old.   Somet imes l i fe has a way 
of  reminding you how helpless you can feel  at  t imes l ike these  and how fra i l  th is 
l i fe is .  The Lord has lovingly and gent ly reminded me of  the th ings He has 
spoken to me dur ing a t ime of  facing the death of  a loved one in the past .  These 
words return to me today to comfort  my heart .  I  am shar ing th is wi th you 
because I  feel  I  should.  These words do not  just  apply to deal ing wi th death but  
deal ing wi th l i fe i tsel f .  



  

Somet imes we wi l l  walk through th ings that  make you stop and real ize how you 
cannot l ive l i fe wi thout Him. I t  is  only the Lord that  can get  you through any 
problem or devastat ing c i rcumstance. I  can remember the very morning I  woke 
up and i t  was a dreary day.  I  sat  on the edge of  my bed wi th my hands over my 
eyes shaking my head wonder ing  how I  would make i t  through the  day ahead of  
me. I  just  fe l t  so sad because we had to break the news to my mother that  she 
was dying.  I t  was one of  t imes in my l i fe that  seemed surreal  but  I  knew I  could 
walk through i t  wi th the help of  the Lord.  I  can remember God gent ly speaking 
"The greater the val ley,  the greater  the strength."  I  immediately could see the 
deepest depths of  darkness and sorrow al l  around me. I t  was so deep and dark 
yet  I  could see and feel  God's loving hand of  strength l i f t ing my soul  up above 
the depths of  sorrow. 

  

There are st i l l  days that  my heart  returns to those words when I  am facing such 
darkness and c i rcumstances that  make me feel  overwhelmed. We can be 
comforted in our souls knowing that  there is nothing that  can separate us f rom 
the love of  God. No matter  how weary or  sad our soul  is ,  the love of  God wi l l  
cause us to r ise above any s i tuat ion. 

The Word  says nothing can separate us f rom the love of  Chr ist .  Romans 8:35 
(The Voice) "  So who can separate us? What can come between us and the love 
of  God’s Anointed? Can troubles,  hardships,  persecut ion,  hunger,  poverty,  
danger,  or  even death? The answer is ,  absolutely nothing."  I  love how Corey Ten 
Boom put i t ,  "There is no pi t  that  deep that  the love of  Jesus is not  deeper st i l l . "  

  

Many t imes I  th ink of  our f ra i l ty  and how we worry about how we wi l l  handle 
th ings that  are bigger than us.  There are days that  we dread our tomorrows and 
th is is  not  how we as Chr ist ians are to l ive th is l i fe.  I  can remember when the 
Lord showed me that  dread is another form of  fear.  Somet imes when you dread 
something i t  is  merely because you feel  you cannot do i t  or  walk through i t  and 
that  can cause fear to invade your heart .  God gives us al l  the grace and 
suf f ic ient  strength that  we need for  everything we face in th is l i fe. 

  

Corey Ten Boom also said,  "Worry does not  empty tomorrow of  i ts  sorrow; i t  
empt ies today of  i ts  strength.  "  We need to stay permeated in His strength for  i t  
is  suf f ic ient .  Guard your heart  that  you are not  emptying today of  the strength 
He has blessed you wi th.  

  

I  encourage you today to appreciate those precious fami ly and f r iends in your 



l i fe.  Love and appreciate them whether they agree wi th you on everything or not .  
Do not l ive in regrets.  Purpose to give as much of  the love of  Chr ist  to al l  those 
around you. This is  why we are here. . . to l ive,  love and serve Him. God bless you 
above and beyond your greatest  prayers.  (Ephesians 3:20) 

  

  

  

Saturday, June 8th 

"Entrusting Yourself  To Him" 

by Dona Hake 

I  want to share wi th you about how powerful  i t  is  for  us to total ly  entrust  
ourselves to God. I  am talk ing about those t imes that  you know that  you cannot 
deal  wi th something in your own abi l i ty  anymore and also keeping yoursel f  
entrusted to Him when al l  is  going wel l .  Paul  said in 2 Cor inthians 12:10 
Therefore I  take pleasure in inf i rmi t ies,  in reproaches, in necessi t ies,  in 
persecut ions,  in d istresses for  Chr ist 's  sake: for  when I  am weak, then am I  
st rong. Paul  exper ienced a strength that  d id not  proceed f rom his  human 
strength but  by the power of  the Liv ing God! 

  

Jesus lef t  us His example and we ought to walk and l ive by i t .  We need to 
remind ourselves that  we do not  exist  on th is earth for  ourselves but  for  Him and 
His purposes.  I  Peter 2:21 (NIV) " . . .To th is you were cal led,  because Chr ist  
suf fered for  you,  leaving you an example,  that  you should fo l low in his steps."  
How can we know His steps unless we cont inue to feed upon His Word and 
fe l lowship wi th Him? 

  

I  am sure you have those days where you more prone to agi tat ions that  come 
ei ther f rom people around you or just  l i fe i tsel f .  Somet imes people do not  speak 
the k indest  of  words and their  act ions put  you in a posi t ion of  being 
i r r i tated.    Offenses and people 's act ions should not  throw us of f  course and God 
desires His chi ldren r ise above these types of  h indrances that  l i fe i tsel f  br ings.  I  
th ink the devi l  c lear ly understands how of fenses and agi tat ions wi th one another 
pose the potent ia l  to render us inef fect ive.     Let  us guard our hearts against  
th is.  

  

Paul  understood how to walk in supernatural  st rength when he was at  h is 
weakest points .  I t  was when he was at  h is weakest that  God was able to show 



Himsel f  st rongest.  When al l  of  our strength leaves us because we are so t i red 
and weary,  i t  is  at  th is t ime that  God can l i f t  us up above the s i tuat ion and br ing 
courage and v ictory to a s i tuat ion.   As we acknowledge an area of  weakness or 
s in and we humbly give i t  to God,  He wi l l  then begin to teach us and help us to 
r ise above that  part icular  h indrance.  

  

Peter 2:22-23 “He commit ted no s in,  and no decei t  was found in his mouth."  
When they hur led their  insul ts at  h im, he did not  retal iate;  when he suf fered,  he 
made no threats.  Instead, he entrusted himsel f  to h im who judges just ly .  This is  
our example of  how to entrust  ourselves to God.  Jesus was brutal ly  punished 
for  something He did not  do.  With the strength of  the Father God and looking at  
God's perfect  p lan Jesus was able to r ise above accusat ion and insul ts and He 
never once spoke a word to just i fy  Himsel f  nor d id He retal iate.   Jesus entrusted 
Himsel f  to the Father God and we need do also do the same each and everyday 
of  our l ives.  

  

Today I  encourage you to medi tate upon the great  work that  Jesus did for  you 
and keep your mind renewed to cont inual ly  keep yoursel f  entrusted to Him in the 
good t imes and in the bad t imes. He is so fa i thfu l  and He promises to never 
leave you or forsake you. God is good.. .ALL THE TIME!! ! !  Chr ist  lef t  the example 
so let  us cont inue to walk in those steps. 

  

  

  

Friday, June 7th 

"Yes, Your Heart Can Be Unmovable" 

Romans 15:13 
Now the God of  hope f i l l  you wi th al l  joy and peace in bel ieving,  that  ye may 
abound in hope, through the power of  the Holy Ghost.  

  

Today as I  was dr iv ing and l is tening to the news my heart  fe l t  so overwhelmed 
l is tening to al l  that  is  going on in our country.  More than ever we need to be in 
prayer for  those in author i ty and pray that  the Spir i t  of  the l iv ing God wi l l  
cont inue to expose any evi l  that  needs exposed. Over the past  few weeks many 
decept ions are being exposed and as painful  as i t  seems to hear i t  is  good i t  is  
being exposed. 

  



I f  you are a bel iever in the Lord Jesus Chr ist  I  bel ieve l ike never before He is 
cal l ing us to l ive upr ight ly and upholding His t ruths in our heart .  There is no t ime 
to waste and we have much to do in the Kingdom of  God. I  fe l t  to share f rom 
Psalm 112 and I  encourage you to read i t  for  yoursel f .  Af ter  ponder ing most ly a l l  
of  the verses in th is chapter,  I  am wri t ing what th is chapter spoke to me. 

My Meditations from Psalm 112 
I  am blessed because I  fear the Lord great ly in my heart .  I  f ind great  joy in 
serv ing Him and I  love doing His Word.  I  bel ieve that  we should al l  f ind joy in 
doing the Word because I  th ink that  the Lord created His Word for  us to l ive by 
and as i t  sustains us i t  wi l l  br ing us much joy.  I  bel ieve as we speak into our 
chi ldren's and our grandchi ldren's l ives that  they wi l l  be mighty and r ise up for  
a l l  to see the strength of  the Lord in them. My hope is that  my chi ldren and 
grandchi ldren wi l l  remember the Word of  God that  I  spoke to them and they wi l l  
embrace i t  a l l  the days of  their  l ives.  

  

I  bel ieve that  God's provis ion wi l l  be there for  us and we wi l l  be lacking for  
nothing.  Even when the th ings in th is wor ld do not  look good I  bel ieve the the 
Lord is going to provide for  us in a way that  is  going to cause the unbel iever 's 
head to turn and they wi l l  come to us and inquire of  th is God that  we serve.  
Even when i t  looks hopeless in th is wor ld,  the Light  of  God's love wi l l  be 
i l luminated in us as we give the Word of  l ive,  l ight  and love.   As we purpose to 
conduct our af fa i rs in honesty and t ruth,  He WILL BLESS EVERYTHING WE PUT 
OUR HANDS TOO. 

  

We wi l l  not  be moved because we bel ieve He can keep us and He wi l l  keep us 
f rom being shaken.    We know we are unmovable because we stand on a rock 
that  no one can shake because we trust  in Him and Him alone. When bad news 
comes we wi l l  cont inue to t rust  in the Lord our God, and yes bad news is going 
to come, but  our heart  wi l l  be comforted knowing that  God's peace resides in us 
and He wi l l  be fa i thfu l  to st i l l  the storms of  our l ives.  Our hearts can be f ixed 
and secure and total ly  f ree f rom fear and in the end we wi l l  see great  t r iumph. 
As we walk upr ight ly in the Lord Jesus Chr ist  I  bel ieve He wi l l  cause our 
r ighteousness to shine br ighter and br ighter and people wi l l  see the t rue 
Light .  We wi l l  be stronger than before because we have learned to t rust  Him and 
embrace His grace, wisdom and strength in a l l  that  we do. 

  

My heart  and prayer for  you today is that  hope and encouragement would f lood 
your soul .  Look to Him and Him alone wi th al l  that  perta ins to l i fe and godl iness.  
He is fa i thful  to keep you and complete His work in you. Have a wonderful  day!  

  



  

  

Thursday, June 6th 

"Watch Your Words & Hold Your Tongue" 

by  Dona Hake 

  

I  want to cont inue on what I  was shar ing yesterday and that  is  using wisdom in 
our speech and in our conversat ions.  The t ranslat ion for  The Message Bible 
makes th is scr ipture short ,  sweet and powerful .  

Proverbs 21:23 
"Watch your words and hold your tongue; you’ l l  save yoursel f  a lot  of  gr ief . "  

Have you ever had those t imes you say something and even as i t  is  coming out 
of  your mouth you are th inking,  "oh no!  . . . th is is  a big mistake,  I  should not  be 
saying th is."  I  once heard someone say that  just  because you are th inking 
something does not  mean you have to speak i t .  There wi l l  be t imes that  you 
actual ly  do have the r ight  answer for  the indiv idual  you are speaking wi th but  i t  
is  not  God's t iming for  them to hear i t .  Many t imes especial ly  in conf l ic ts or  
d isagreements God may ask us to be s i lent  for  that  moment and speak only to 
Him in prayer over the matter .  

  

I  can personal ly test i fy  of  t imes that  I  fe l t  that  someone just  had to "get  i t . "  You 
know that  feel ing when you feel  you have the very answer that  they need so why 
would they not  want to hear i t .  When you hear the voice of  the Holy Spir i t  
s i lencing you, i t  would be wise for  you to keep that  indiv idual  in your heart  in 
prayer.  Ask Him for  His t iming that  you are to del iver the words that  you had on 
your heart .  Somet imes the Lord has someone else that  He wants to carry that  
message to that  indiv idual  because they are more recept ive to them. 

  

We must a lways look back and remember the work of  the Holy Spir i t  in our l ives 
and th ink about a l l  the people that  the Lord instrumental ly  used to br ing you to 
the knowledge of  Him. Even as we cont inue to grow i t  is  wonderful  to know that  
those that  love us hold us up in prayer bel ieving for  the work of  the Holy Spir i t  in 
our l ives.  Let  us be di l igent  to ask Him to help us everyday to cont inue to grow 
in the knowledge of  His Word and how to r ight ly use i t  and speak i t  to others.  In 
c losing I  want to share some scr iptures for  you to medi tate on relat ive to our 
mouth and our words:  

Proverbs 8:8 (Amplif ied) 



"Al l  the words of  my mouth are r ighteous (upr ight  and in r ight  standing wi th 
God);  there is  nothing contrary to t ruth or  crooked in them." 

Proverbs 10:11 (Amplif ied )  
"  The mouth of  the [uncompromisingly]  r ighteous man is a wel l  of  l i fe,  but  the 
mouth of  the wicked conceals v io lence."  

Proverbs 10:31 (Amplif ied Bible) 
"  The mouths of  the r ighteous ( those harmonious wi th God) br ing for th ski l l fu l  
and godly Wisdom, but  the perverse tongue shal l  be cut  down [ l ike a barren and 
rot ten t ree]"  

 
Proverbs 15:2 (Easy-to-Read Version) 
"  L istening to wise people increases your knowledge, but  only nonsense comes 
from the mouths of  fools."  

Proverbs 15:28 (Amplif ied Bible) 
"The mind of  the [uncompromisingly]  r ighteous studies how to answer,  but  the 
mouth of  the wicked pours out  evi l  th ings."  

I  just  loved th is handful  of  scr iptures that  a l l  perta in to our words and God's 
wisdom. Hoping they wi l l  b less you as wel l .  I  pray that  your day wi l l  be blessed 
abundant ly as you serve Him! 

  

  

Wednesday, June 5th 

"Do Your Words Build Up or Tear Down?" 

  

by Dona Hake 

  

My inspirat ion for  today's devot ional  comes from James 1:19 (New Engl ish 
Version) "Let  every person be quick to hear,  s low to speak, s low to anger. . . "  

  

This evening i t  is  late t i l l  I  am gett ing th is together and I  thought I  was going to 
share a di f ferent  l ine of  thought on th is and I  now I  am feel ing inspired just  to 
share on how negat ive and hurt fu l  words spoken can be so damaging to an 
indiv idual .  I  th ink about how a s ingle word can break a person's heart  or  a word 
has the power to l i f t  one's heart  up.  As I  look at  th is scr ipture I  not  only th ink 



about how valuable i t  is  to l is ten to a person's words but  whi le they are speaking 
we need to l is ten to their  heart .  Many t imes we are way too eager to speak 
words in response to someone making them feel  that  you did not  even l is ten to 
them. I  th ink about the importance to maintain peace dur ing conversat ions that  
are based in a disagreement because anger  wi l l  a lways cause you to say th ings 
that  you wi l l  u l t imately regret .  People may forgive you but  somet imes the harm 
of  the words spoken are very hard to forget .  

  

Did you ever have t imes that  you have walked away from a conversat ion and 
your mind k ind of  goes on rewind and you th ink about how you could of  said 
something bet ter .  Somet imes we can be concerned that  our words have been 
taken in the wrong way. Somet imes no matter  how hard you t ry to communicate 
r ight ly there are always those indiv iduals that  are hurt  easi ly .  Nevertheless,  
words have power to make or  break someone. 

  

In my l i fe I  can remember even as a chi ld unkind words spoken to me. I t  a lways 
amazes me how words have such power to hold you back.  I  had negat ive th ings 
spoken to me even as an adul t  that  h indered me for  a long t ime. I t  caused me to 
be lacking in conf idence and kept me from stepping out  in th ings the Lord was 
desir ing me to do.  I  am so thankful  that  God has helped me break through al l  
those negat ive words that  had me convinced that  there were certa in th ings I  
could not  do.  I  am so thankful  for  the many t imes my husband has encouraged 
me to do th ings that  I  never thought I  could do.  I  too am thankful  for  those fami ly 
members and godly f r iends that  encouraged me wi th posi t ive words as wel l  

  

When we speak into an indiv iduals l i fe wi th encouraging words we may never 
know how God is using us and causing a break through for  them. 

Colossians 4:6 (AMP) 
"  Let  your speech at  a l l  t imes be gracious (pleasant and winsome),  seasoned [as 
i t  were]  wi th sal t ,  [so that  you may never be at  a loss]  to know how you ought to 
answer anyone [who puts a quest ion to you."  When we speak we should always 
be seeking His wisdom that  we be k ind and wise,  then we can be able to speak 
or answer everyone the way God wants us to.  Let  us th ink about the words that  
come out of  our mouths in casual  conversat ion.  Do your words encourage 
people 's hearts and l i f t  them up? Somet imes a k ind word and smi le to a stranger 
may be the only one they have received in a long t ime. I  th ink about the 
importance of  seasoning our speech as i t  were wi th sal t .  Sal t  is  an enhancer,  but  
i t  is  a lso a preservat ive. . .something to ponder isn ' t  i t? I  pray that  your words 
that  procede from your mouth wi l l  b less and upl i f t  those around you. I  chal lenge 
you to real ly  be a good l is tener,  and remember to not  only hear words but  lean 
your ear to the heart  of  the person speaking.  Praying your day is b lessed! 



  

  

  

Tuesday, June 4th 

  

 "God's Wisdom- What i t  is & What i t  is not" 

In James 3:13-18 i t  s tates the character ist ics of  wor ld ly wisdom and God's 
wisdom.James said that   i f  you are wise and understand the ways of  our God 
that  we should prove i t  by l iv ing an honorable l i fe,  doing good works wi th the 
humi l i ty  that  comes from His wisdom. He goes on to say that  i f  one has jealousy 
and there is sel f ish ambit ion in one's heart  that  you should not  cover i t  up wi th 
ly ing l ips and boast ing.  I  th ink th is is  an interest ing th ing to note because real ly  
when people exhibi t  ly ing and boast ing you can count on i t  that  there is more 
than l ikely the s in of  jealousy and sel f ish ambit ion in their  hearts.  One 
translat ion puts i t  th is way and that  where there is envy and str i fe THERE IS 
confusion and every evi l  work.  

  

  

Yesterday I  ment ioned that  many t imes the t r ia ls that  we walk through in th is l i fe 
wi l l  be conf l ic ts wi th people.  I t  may star t  out  wi th a smal l  problem, a 
disagreement,  unforgiveness,  etc. . . I t  is  very sad when th is happens and i f  
people do not  g ive such conf l ic ts to the Lord,  the outcome can be hurt  and pain.  
I  want to say that  as a bel iever we need to always turn to God's Word and seek 
His wisdom and know beyond a shadow of  a doubt that  we are deal ing in t ruth in 
our own hearts when you encounter a problem in a re lat ionship.  We must be 
total ly  honest  wi th ourselves and know that  we are not  permit t ing our emot ions 
to enter into the equat ion and that  we are f ix ing our eyes on the Lord for  His 
di rect ion in the matter .  

  

  

As I  share I  want you to understand that  the Word of  God is appl icable no matter  
what your di f f icul t  s i tuat ion is.We can never "pick and choose" where we are 
going to walk in His Word.  God wants us to give our a l l  to Him and He wants to 
be in everything we do.  Conf l ic ts can happen among fami ly members or a person 
that  has been your f r iend for  a long t ime or i t  may be those you have to work 
wi th on your job.  We must understand that  the devi l  wants nothing more than to 
br ing conf l ic t ,  hurt ,  b i t terness,  unforgiveness,  etc. . . into our l ives any way he 
can. We must be wise as serpents and gent le as doves in deal ing in any matter  



where there is conf l ic t  going on in your l i fe.  Af ter  James said to count i t  a l l  joy 
when you walk through var ious k inds of  t r ia ls and problems that  i f  you lack 
wisdom you are to ask God for  His wisdom. God is more than happy to pour out  
His wisdom upon us as we ask Him in fa i th.  Let  us look at  the qual i t ies of  God's 
wisdom: 

  

I t  is pure. 
God's wisdom is f ree of  anything that  could contaminate you. His wisdom is 
untainted by human th inking and the phi losophies of  th is wor ld.   God's wisdom is 
not  laced wi th your opinions or your past  exper ience.  I t  is  stra ight  f rom the 
heart  of  God. 

  

I t  is peace loving and gentle.  
Worldly wisdom wi l l  say that  you have to cont inual ly  speak your mind,  be pushy 
and insist  that  you are r ight .  When conf l ic ts ar ise i t  should be in our heart  to t ry 
to d iscuss the matter  peaceably wi thout arguing.    In Proverbs 15:1 i t  says. . .  "A 
sof t  answer turns away wrath:  but  gr ievous words st i r  up anger." 

  

I t  shows no favorit ism and is always sincere.  
Worldly wisdom wi l l  te l l  you to take s ides rather than v iewing i t  object ively and 
f rom God's perspect ive.  We must a lways be loyal  to God's Word.  I f  an indiv idual  
is  more loyal  to a person than God, they wi l l  a lways compromise.  One who is 
s incere is f ree of  decei t ,  hypocr isy,  or  fa lseness and wi l l  be earnest .  I  love how 
James says then that  those who are peacemakers wi l l  p lant  seeds of  peace and 
then reap a harvest  of  r ighteousness.  He did not  say maybe i t  wi l l  turn out  good 
in the end, He said that  we would reap a harvest  of  r ighteousness in our l i fe. 

James 3:18 (Amplif ied) 
"  And the harvest  of  r ighteousness (of  conformity to God’s wi l l  in thought and 
deed) is  [ the f ru i t  of  the seed] sown in peace by those who work for  and make 
peace [ in themselves and in others,  that  peace which means concord,  
agreement,  and harmony between indiv iduals,  wi th undisturbedness,  in a 
peaceful  mind f ree f rom fears and agi tat ing passions and moral  conf l ic ts."  I  pray 
that  th is has blessed your heart  today and I  encourage you to medi tate upon 
th is.  Many t imes we can read something l ike th is and be th inking how we do not  
re late to i t  because we have no conf l ic ts.  I f  that  is  t rue,  praise the Lord!  I  wi l l  
say th is though, and that  is  there are plenty of  people out  there that  have fami ly 
and f r iend conf l ic ts going on in their  l ives and they need your help.  Be a wi l l ing 
vessel  to carry His Word of  t ruth and l ight  into their  dark s i tuat ion.  God bless 
you as you serve Him today! 



  

  

  

Monday, June 3rd 

"Wisdom.. .have you asked him for i t  today?" 

  

by Dona Hake I  have been shar ing f rom James 1 and we have been looking at  
the importance of  count ing i t  a l  joy when you walk through t r ia ls.  I  wi l l  share 
these scr iptures again to refresh your memory:  

James 1:2-4 (The Voice) 

“Don’ t  run f rom tests and hardships,  brothers and s isters.  As di f f icul t  as they 
are,  you wi l l  u l t imately f ind joy in them; i f  you embrace them, your fa i th wi l l  
b lossom under pressure and teach you t rue pat ience as you endure.  And t rue 
pat ience brought on by endurance wi l l  equip you to complete the long journey 
and cross the f in ish l ine—mature,  complete,  and want ing nothing.”  Today I  want 
to move on to what James says af ter  th is port ion of  scr ipture and i t  is  a major 
key when you are in the midst  of  a problem and there are decis ions that  need to 
be made. He says th is:  

James 1:5 (The Voice) 

" I f  you don’ t  have al l  the wisdom needed for  th is journey,  then al l  you have to do 
is ask God for  i t ;  and God wi l l  grant  a l l  that  you need. He gives lavishly and 
never scolds you for  asking."  Many t imes we could be tempted to run f rom a test  
or  hardship because we simply do not  know which way to turn.  I t  is  so v i ta l ly  
important  that  we stay grounded in keeping our heart  and mind fu l l  of  God's 
Word.  I  am sure you have exper ienced that  when you were walk ing through 
something that  wel l  meaning people wi l l  t ry to g ive you advice.  We must be very 
careful  though that  we are being discerning and taking that  advice and making 
sure i t  is  godly wisdom and not  human wisdom that  proceeds f rom past  
exper ience. Wisdom does not  come from old age and hard knocks.  Yes,  the 
older you get  you do learn a few th ings but  that  is  not  how God desires that  we 
develop i t .  I t  begins wi th knowing and depending on Him and al lowing Him to 
speak into your heart  about the direct ion of  your l i fe,  your act ions and your 
words.  

  

  

I t  so important  that  we run to the Lord and cry out  for  His wisdom on a dai ly  
basis.  Proverbs 8:17 (KJV) says " I  love them that  love me; and those that  seek 



me ear ly shal l  f ind me."  The "seek me ear ly"  is  perta in ing to asking Him for  
wisdom before EVERY TASK! He desires we make a conscious ef for t  in our 
hearts and minds to be drawing upon His wisdom from the t ime your feet  h i t  the 
f loor when you get  out  of  bed. I  am not ta lk ing about being over spir i tual  e i ther.  I  
real ly  do not  th ink that  God cares what I  wear or  what f lavor of  cof fee I  dr ink but  
I  do know that  He cares about a lot  about my plans and thoughts for  my day.  I  
th ink He real ly  wants to be in our l i fe more than we real ize.  I f  you want God to 
lead you than you need to understand what His wisdom is on a matter .  So I  
encourage you today that  i f  you do not  know what to do,  ask Him. Ask Him what 
He th inks about your problem or whatever i t  is  that  you are deal ing wi th.  I  warn 
you also to be pat ient  and keep i t  in your heart  before Him. He is fa i thfu l  and He 
wi l l  answer.  He knows exact ly what the r ight  th ing is for  you to do in your 
s i tuat ion and you must s imply t rust  Him. 

  

Tomorrow I  would l ike to share more  about wisdom and how we have to have i t  
to l ive th is l i fe.  I  wi l l  share the comparison of  God's wisdom and the wor ld 's 
wisdom. The devi l  is  t ry ing his best  to confuse us on th is and we best  be careful  
and discerning!     Also,  I  want to share about how many t imes our tests and 
t r ia ls involve people.  I t  involves s i tuat ions that  can become di f f icul t  and hurt fu l ,  
but  wi th God's wisdom we can get  through the toughest of  problems.    Even 
though th is is  somewhat a negat ive th ing I  look forward to shar ing about i t  
because we need to cont inue to grow in God's wisdom in every area of  our l i fe.  

  

God is good, He is wi th you and He would love to do above and beyond al l  you 
expect  of  Him today.  Have a wonderful  day!  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Sunday, June 2nd 

"The God Who Surpasses Our Greatest Expectations" 
by Dona Hake Yesterday we looked at  James 1:2-3 and how he wrote that  we 
are to count i t  a l l  joy when we go through t r ia ls.  He said,  "As di f f icul t  as they 
are,  you wi l l  u l t imately f ind joy in them. Many t imes when we are in a t r ia l  you 



just  can not  see how any good could come out of  i t .  I t  is  those t imes when you 
are t roubled and weary that  you need to run to Him and lay i t  a l l  before Him in 
prayer.  As He begins to minister  to you al l  that  you need, you wi l l  be in a 
posi t ion to see more c lear ly.  Many t imes He wi l l  begin to speak to you and show 
you His plan and i t  is  above and beyond al l  that  you could ask or th ink.  When we 
take our cares to the Lord and pray we can expect  Him to speak to us in our 
hearts and instruct  us in the way that  we should handle our problems. 

  

  

We must a lways embrace the fact  that  no matter  what we walk through Jesus 
has promised to never leave or forsake us.  He sees f rom beginning to end and 
as you t rust  Him you can bel ieve for  Him to work on your behal f .  In Ephesians 
3:20 i t  says,  "Now unto Him that  is  able to do above and beyond al l  we dare ask 
or th ink,  above our h ighest  hopes,  prayers and dreams."  I  bel ieve th is scr ipture 
wi l l  help you see that  your prayer over a s i tuat ion can be an amazing opportuni ty 
for  God to work on your behal f  l ike you never dreamed. I  l ike to look at  i t  th is 
way, th ink about a s i tuat ion and what you could perceive as a good outcome and 
then th ink how God can surpass that  your expectat ions.  

  

  

I  love when God turns a hopeless s i tuat ion inside out  and uses i t  for  His glory.  
We must remember that  in order for  Him to work in such a way that  we must be 
wi l l ing to give the s i tuat ion to Him total ly ,  exercise our fa i th,  be endur ing and 
pat ient .  With in every t r ia l  and t roublesome t ime there are the thoughts that  we 
must deal  wi th.  Many t imes indiv iduals just  t ry to keep their  mind occupied so 
they are not  th inking about their  t roubles,  and th is is  not  God's way to deal  wi th 
our t roubl ing thoughts and cares.  This would be nothing more than just  staying 
preoccupied and we need to understand that  God has a bet ter  way.  I t  is  
necessary that  we guard our hearts and minds f rom anxiety and the secret  is  in 
the fo l lowing scr ipture:  

 
 
Phil ippians 4:6 (Easy-to-Read Version) 
"  Don’ t  worry about anything,  but  pray and ask God for  everything you need, 
a lways giv ing thanks for  what you have."  

  

  

Today I  would l ike you to th ink about the t imes where the Lord answered a 



prayer of  yours and i t  was not  the way you expected.  Many t imes I  have found 
that  potent ia l  problems ended in great  opportuni t ies to minister  to people,  and I  
was stronger than before.  This is  part  of  the work of  the Lord in our l ives as we 
stand strong in our fa i th and endure no matter  what.  I t  is  a good th ing that  we 
medi tate and test i fy  of  the goodness of  the Lord in our l ives.  Tomorrow, I  wi l l  
cont inue in James chapter one. Have a wonderful  day in the Lord!  

  

  

  

Saturday, June 1st 

  

  

"Facing your problems in God's strength" 

  

  

Over the next  few days I  am going to share f rom one of  my many favor i te 
scr iptures.  To be qui te honest  th is scr ipture used to k ind of  baf f le me and I  
would th ink I  can not  understand why James would say to count i t  as joy when 
you are going through a bad t ime. The more of  l i fe that  I  have exper ienced the 
more I  understand th is scr ipture.  Let 's  read i t !  

  

  

James 1:2-4 (The Voice) "Don’ t  run f rom tests and hardships,  brothers and 
s isters.  As di f f icul t  as they are,  you wi l l  u l t imately f ind joy in them; i f  you 
embrace them, your fa i th wi l l  b lossom under pressure and teach you t rue 
pat ience as you endure.  And t rue pat ience brought on by endurance wi l l  equip 
you to complete the long journey and cross the f in ish l ine—mature,  complete,  
and want ing nothing."  

  

  

The f i rst  th ing I  want to say that  real ly  stands out  to me is that  we need to come 
to a place where we embrace hardships and tests wi th a r ight  at t i tude.  I  th ink 
the hardest  th ing for  us to do is embrace a di f f icul ty.  I t  seems l ike human nature 
just  wants to l ive in a place where there is no conf l ic t  but  we wel l  know that  on 
th is earth that  is  not  going to happen. I  f ind i t  t roubl ing when Chr ist ians want to 



get angry wi th God when th ings are not  going their  way.  The t ruth is ,  we l ive in a 
fa l len wor ld but  we serve a r isen Savior  that  is  wel l  able to br ing v ictory in every 
th ing we face!  Jesus te l ls  us in the Word that  we wi l l  have t r ia ls and t roubles 
and he te l ls  us how to handle them. John 16:33 (AMP) 33 I  have to ld you these 
th ings,  so that  in Me you may have [perfect ]  peace and conf idence. In the wor ld 
you have t r ibulat ion and t r ia ls and distress and f rustrat ion;  but  be of  good cheer 
[ take courage; be conf ident,  certa in,  undaunted] !  For I  have overcome the wor ld.  
[ I  have depr ived i t  of  power to harm you and have conquered i t  for  you. ]  

  

  

Isn ' t  i t  interest ing that  Jesus ment ions that  in the midst  of  t r ibulat ion,  t r ia ls,  
d istress and f rustrat ion that  we are to be of  good cheer or  as James said i t ,  
"Count i t  a l l  joy. . . "  When you make the decis ion not  to run away f rom your 
problems you can then make a qual i ty  decis ion that  you are going to stand in 
fa i th.  Many t imes dur ing a t r ia l  you wi l l  deal  wi th i ts  pressures and as you 
cont inue to stand no matter  what you are going to f ind that  your fa i th actual ly  
begins to grow. As you remain strong in Him even dur ing the pressure of  the t r ia l  
you wi l l  f ind i t  is  going to cause you to see that  you must have pat ience. Again,  
you wi l l  see when you are on the v ictory s ide of  your t r ia l  that  you walk away 
feel ing not  only that  your fa i th has increased but  that  you are stronger in the 
f ru i t  of  pat ience. I  l ike how The Voice t ranslat ion said that  t rue pat ience is 
brought on by endurance. 

  

  

As I  look at  l i fe i t  seems to go so fast  but  i t  real ly  is  a long journey when you 
th ink of  a l l  the di f ferent  stages and events of  your l i fe.  I  encourage you to th ink 
about your journey as a Chr ist ian.  Can you look back a few years ago and then 
th ink about where you are today and mark that  there has been s igni f icant  growth 
in the area of  your fa i th and pat ience. I t  is  a good th ing for  us to ponder such 
th ings that  we can cont inue to grow and prosper in Him al l  the days of  our l i fe.  
Maybe you st i l l  need help wi th the whole th ing of  embracing di f f icul t ies.  Just  
remember that  as you desire al l  that  the Lord has for  you that  He is fa i thfu l  to 
help you understand i t  and walk in i t .  

  

  

I  pray that  th is has blessed you and that  you have a wonderful  day in Him! 


